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GMA, De Venecia affi 


By Christine O, Avendaño 
and Christian У, Esguerra 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL- 
Arroyo yesterday said Lakas 
Jeaders had agreed not to allow 
"small hurts" wreck party unity, 
and other Lakas officials sought 
to finally put down reports that 
Malacahang would move to un- 
seat Speaker Jose de Venecia. 
‘The party's top guns—Ms Ar- 
royo, De Venecia and former 
President Fidel У Ramos, chair 
emeritus—met with about a 
dozen other Lakas leaders on 


Glorietta 


owner tells 
PNP: Probe 
other angles 


ByD] Yap 


AYALA LAND INC. YES- 
terday refuted the theo- 
ry that a buildup of 
methane gas and diesel 
fumes triggered the 
Oct. 19 explosion at 
Glorietta 2, citing the 
findings of its own for- 
eign consultants that 


contradicted those of | 


the police. 


ALI, owner of Glorietta mall, 
suggested that the police aban- 
don the "primary hypothesis" 
that a combination of methane 
gas from the sump pits and 
fumes from the diesel tank in the. 
basement had caused the blast. 

Jaime Ayala, ALI president 
and chief executive officer, said 
the gas buildup theory proffered 
by the police was "highly unlike- 
ly" in light of the conditions in 
the basement before the blast. 

“We urge them to really look 
into other angles to find out what 
happened," Ayala said at a press 
conference at Intercontinental 
Hotel Manila. "We all feel the 
need to explore other possibili- 
ties at this point in time.” 

But when asked if a bomb 
might have caused the blast, 
which killed 11 people and in- 
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South Korean firm 


keen on nuclear 
plantin RP 


cell phone blabbers 

SAN FRANCISCO— 
One afternoon in 
early September, ап 
architect boarded 
his commuter train 
and became a cell 
phone vigilante. Не 


sat down next to a 
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Fairy-tale ending 
eludes Filipino twins 


SCARSDALE, NEW YORK—IT HAD ALL THE 
trappings of a Cinderella story. 

Carl and Clarence Aguirre, impoverished 
Filipino twins conjoined at the top of thelr 
heads, arrived in New York in 2008, sick and 
malnourished, and after a serles of 
death-detying operations, emerged late опе 
night on separate gurneys—fraglle, sedated 

FAIRY-TALE/AIB 


Saturday night to try and patch 
up rifts in the party leadership 
ahead of the reopening of the 
14th Congress today after 
Weeks of recess. 

In a statement, Ms Arroyo 
said it was the sentiment of the. 
party leaders that teamwork 
and unity "should always pre- 
vail and not allow small hurts to 
get in the way of staying as one 
family and fulfilling our hopes 
for the people.” 

"Leadership — controversies 
within the [legislature] shall be 
put to an end,” she said, appar- 


a: Blast not 


ently alluding to recent infight- 
ing in the House of Representa- 
tives over the Speaker's post. 
House leader Rep. Prospero 
Nograles of Davao City 
squelched reports of a revolt 
against De Venecia. “The only 
major change possible in the 
House is probably the caterer at 
the South lounge of congress- 
men—the food ought to be bet- 
ter,” he said in a text message. 
Majority Leader Arthur Defen- 
sor told the INgumen: "Unfortu- 
nately for those who want to see 
GMAAI2 


rm Lakas unity 


SURROUNDED 
by her legislative 
allies, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo 
sits between 
Speaker Jose de 
Venecia and 
former President 
Fidel V. Ramos 
during a caucus on 
Saturday in 
Malacafiang. 
HALACAKANG PHOTO 
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JAIME Ayala, president of Ayala Land Inc. which owns the Glorietta, explains to journalists the findings of a company-hired group of foreign 
experts on the Oct. 19 explosion at the mall in Makati City. 
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Little outrage over pardon can be trouble for GMA 


By Amando Doronila 


IT'S NOT CLEAR IF THE POOR 
are happy over the absolute 
pardon granted to former 
President Joseph Estrada. It is 
even less clear if they consider. 
the pardon the beginning of a 
new era of a shift in the flow of 
resources to poverty ameliora- 
tion programs under an ad- 
ministration that basks in the 
glow of humanitarianism with 


the clemency grant. 

The urban poor have been 
sending mixed signals that 
don't indicate approval or dis- 
approval. 

In his first visit to 
two of the poorest 
urban ghettoes in Metro Mani- 
la—Vitas and Smokey Moun- 
tain in Tondo--since his release 
from detention last week, siz- 
able crowds greeted Estrada, 
chanting “Erap pa rin (We are 


ESS 


still for Erap)" Some waved 
placards, saying “Erap not 
guilty" 

This echoed Estrada's protes- 
tation of innocence 
when he told sup- 
porters at San Juan 
City Hall last week following 
his release, "I may have com- 
mitted mistakes in my career in 
public service, but I assure you 
that corruption is not one of 
them.” 


If President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo had toured the slums of 
Metro Manila, especially to- 
gether with the corpulent First 
Gentleman Jose Miguel 
“Mike” Arroyo, after granting 
the pardon, she would have 
found out for herself what 
they meant when they didn't 
respond to Estrada's call that 
they applaud her for reinstat- 
ing his freedom. 

uras 


Artists urged 
to condemn 
“indignity” to 
NPC mural 


By T] Burgonio 


THE "BASTARDIZATION" OF A 
mural at the National Press 
Club (NPC) has drawn condem- 
nation from an art critic and a 
Visual artist, and prompted calls 
for artists to band together to 
protest the act. 

"T was shocked by the indig- 
nity done to the artwork. It was 
an offensive act," art critic Cid 
Reyes said. 

Reyes said the NPC had no 
right to alter the mural painted 
by the Neo-Angono Artists Col- 
lective. 

“1 dont think it can be tam- 
pered with without the permis- 
sion of the artist. Only the artist 
can work, rework a work of art... 
A work of artis sacred, sacrosanct. 
Tt must not be touched,” he said. 

National Artist Ben Cabrera 
agreed with the Angono artists 
that the alterations to their mu- 
ral were а form of censorship. 

“Tf you trust an artist enough 
to commission him to do a 
painting, you have to respect 
"what he creates. And if any al- 
terations need to be done, the 
artist should first be consulted 
ог, better yet, leave it to the 
artist to do the changes, if he 
agrees,” Cabrera said in an e- 
mailed statement. 

“cis ironic that the subject of 
the NPC mural is press freedom 
when in fact the artist's intellec- 
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ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN—PO- 
lice detained hundreds of Pak- 
istani opposition figures and 
lawyers yesterday as military 
ruler President Pervez Mushar- 
raf tried to stifle the outery 
over his imposition of a state of 
emergency. 

Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz 
said national elections, due in 
January, might be rescheduled 
because of General Musharraf's 
decision on Saturday to an- 
ounce emergency rule, which 
was condemned by the United 
States and other Western allies. 


STATE OF EMERGENCY 
Pakistan opposition leaders arrested 


“We are committed to making 
sure that elections are held and 
that democratic process flour- 
ishes in Pakistan,” Aziz told а 
news conference. “As a result of 
what has happened there could 
be some timing differences but 
no decision has been made.” 
He said the emergency will 
last for as short a period as pos- 
sible, adding that 400-500 

people had been detained. 
MUSHARRAF Among those detained were 
speaks on TV after Javed Hashmi, the acting pres- 
imposing emergency ident of the party of former 
rule, палаз, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, 


and Asma Jehagir, chair of the 
independent Human Rights 
Commission of Pakistan. 
"Musharraf usurped the inde- 
pendence of the judiciary by ar- 
resting the country’s chief jus- 
tice and removing other judges 
just to save his own illegitimate 
rule, but he cannot survive 
against the people's outrage,” 
Hashmi told reporters as he was 
led away with 10 aides in the 
central city of Multan. 
‘Attorney General Malik Mo- 
hammed Qayyum denied claims 
PAKISTAN/AI2 


APARAMILITARY soldier 
guards the Supreme Court 
building in Karachi. палыз 


6 find hope 
at Quezon 
Memorial 


By Jeannette I, Andrade 


FOR SIX PEOPLE, THE QUE- 
zon Memorial Circle is more 
than a park smack in the middle 
of busy, exhaust-choked Ellipti- 
cal Road in Quezon City. Thanks 
to the kindness of strangers, itis 
a place of hope and new begin- 
nings. 

A simple admission to a social 
worker of Child Hope Asia 
Philippines that they had stolen 
cell phones in the park changed 
the lives of Jeffrey and Bernard 
(not their real names), aged 16 
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WEATHER FORECAST 

FORECAST: Northern and Contrat Luzon wil experience stormy 
weather wh rough sos while he rest of Eastern Luzon wii ave 
ns and gusty winds with moderale to rough seas. The rest of Lu- 
zon Il be cloudy wilh scattered ralnshowers and thunderstorms, 
The rest of the country МЇ be mostly cloudy with scattered rain- 
showers and thunderstorms. 
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GMA bats for laws 
on renewable energy 


By Christine O, Avendaño 


WITH OIL PRICES SURGING TO RECORD 
highs, President Macapagal-Arroyo yesterday 
called on Congress to pass legislation that 
‘would help the country deal with the problem 
by making it ess reliant on imported fuel. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said Presi- 
dent Arroyo was asking Congress "to pass 
urgent legislation on the development and 
promotion of renewable energy sources." 

Bunye said the President was seeking the 
passage of such legislation after she recent- 
ly attended Shell's launch of compressed 
natural gas (CNG) stations. 

Ms Arroyo cited Shell's move as a "signif- 
icant step toward reducing the country's 
dependence on imported fuel while pro- 
moting cleaner air." 

Last week, Malacafiang appealed to the 
public to help the government deal with 
runaway oil prices by conserving energy 
and supporting its efforts to find and devel- 
ор alternative energy sources. 

The price of oil in the global market hit 
record levels last week, and analysts 
warned that Asian economies like the 
Philippines would be affected. 

On Friday, ой prices shot to record closing 
highs on concern about the weak US dollar 


and tight global energy supplies heading in- 
to the northern hemisphere winter. 

New Yorks main oil futures contract, light 
sweet crude for delivery in December, soared 
$440 to a record closing high of $95.93 a barrel. 

On Thursday a barrel of light sweet crude 
soared to $96.05, close to its absolute 
record of $96.24 struck the prior day. 

In London Friday, Brent North Sea crude 
for December delivery for the first time 
breached the $92-level, settling $2.36 high- 
erat $92.08 a barrel. 

"It is clear that the market has $100 a 
barrel in its sights and this landmark is set 
to be breached before yearend," said Bank 
ofIreland analyst Paul Harris. 

Early last week, oil prices soared to 
dizzying heights on news of tumbling crude 
reserves in the United States, the world's 
biggest energy consumer. 

“The market was also roiled by geopolitical ten- 
sions between Turkey and crude producer Iraq. 

Since the start of October, New York 
crude has-gained approximately $13 in val- 
ue and London Brent about $12. 

Industry experts are tracking global ener- 
gy inventories because they are fearful of a 
supply crunch during the northern hemi- 
sphere winter months, when demand for 
heating fuel hits a peak. With an AFP report 
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o not abducted, 
in hiding, say police 


Wife saw him leaving with 4 armed men 


By Nikko Dizon 


WAS WANTED ELECTION 
official Lintang Bedol abduct- 
edor is he just in hiding? 

Chief Supt. Joel Goltiao, comman- 
der of the Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao (ARMM), said yes- 
terday he believed Bedol was in hid- 
ing, trying to elude arrest. 

According to the provincial elec- 
tion supervisors wife, Kadigia Bedol, 
she last saw her husband in the early 
hours of Oct. 20, wearing a white T- 
shirt and denim jeans and talking to 
four armed men in front of their 
house in Cotabato City. 

She told police, who had come to 
serve a warrant for his arrest on Oct. 
23, that Bedol boarded the men's vehi- 
Че and has not been heard from since. 

“There was no report that he was 
abducted,” Goltiao told the INQUIRER 
in a text message. The regional police 
chief said police were intensifying 
their “tracking operations” to find 
Bedol, who was sentenced by the 
‘Commission on Elections (Comelec) 
to serve six months in prison for indi- 
rect contempt after he failed to a 
pear and explain the missing munici- 
pal certificates of canvass from 22 
towns in Maguindanao during the 
May 13 midterm elections. 

Bedol was cited for contempt in 
August but was out on bail. The arrest 
order came after the Comelec denied 
his motion for reconsideration. 

One of Bedol's trusted lieutenants 


who asked not to be identified, told 
the Inquirer that Bedol's family and 
friends could not categorically say if 
the poll official was indeed missing or 
he simply went away. 

Upto now, the aide said, no one has 
received any word from Bedol. 

The aide said that even Bedol's for- 
mer Comelec boss, Virgilio "Garci" 
Garcillano, who himself had disap- 
peared purportedly to escape threats 
on his life two years ago, was getting 
worried, 

Meanwhile, Senate Minority Lead- 
er Aquilino Pimentel Jr. said the fail- 
ure of the Comelec and the police to 
arrest Bedol bolstered suspicions that 
he was being protected by “powerful 
political forces.” 

"Your guess is as good as mine. 
Bedol has apparently gone into hid- 
ing. Whether or not (President) Glo- 
ria (Macapagal-Arroyo) has a hand in 
it, only God knows,” he said. 

“What is certain is that the Comelec 
cannot implement its order to jail 
Bedol even for six short months. 18 
this how inutile the Comelec has be- 
come?” he said. 

Sen. Juan Miguel Zubiri, who ran 
under the administration ticket Team 
Unity, edged out Genuine Opposition 
candidate and Pimentel's son, lawyer 
Aquilino “Koko” Pimentel Ш, for the fi- 
nal 12th slot after the missing Maguin- 
danao certificates of canvass were "re- 
constructed” and recanvassed. 

Pimentel said the Comelec treated 
Bedol lightly and did not pursue the i 
vestigation into his involvement in al- 
legedly tampering with the results of the 


Maguindanao senatorial elections 

The poll body had found the 
results “statistically improba- 
bie” since all 11 opposition can- 
didates and several indepen- 
dent candidates received no 
votes in the entire province. In 
the controversial Maguindanao 
tally, the administration scored 
a landslide victory for its 12 
candidates. 
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PHILIPPINE ARMY SOLDIERS ВА- 
tally shot a suspected Muslim mili- 
tant wanted for kidnappings, after 
he pulled out a pistol as they ap- 
proached him in Basilan, an Army 
general said Sunday. 

The soldiers spotted Jamal 
Taib in remote Maluso township 
оп Basilan island and a group of 


Soldiers kill 
suspected 
Abu member 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


| ГА: | 


lairs. Its leader, Janjalani, was 
killed by Philippine Marines in a 
clash on Jolo island last year, 
‘The Abu Sayyaf currently has 
more than 300 armed members 
scattered in Basilan and nearby 
Jolo, from a peak of more than 
1,000 guerrillas in early 2000, 
the military said. АР 


Special Forces was approaching 
him on Saturday when he pulled 
out the weapon, prompting the 
soldiers to shoot and kill him, 
said regiment commander Brig, 
Gen. Arturo Ortiz, 

‘Tub allegedly was a follower of 
the late Abu Sayyaf chieftain 
Khadaffy Janjalani and was want- 


ed by authorities for a string ofkid- 
nappings in Mindanao, 

The military had offered a re- 
ward of P150,000 for Taib’s 
capture, Ortiz told reporters, 

"The coastal township of Maluso 
in Basilan used to be a key 
stronghold of the Abu Sayyaf, 
which has alleged links to the al- 


Qaida intemational terror network 
of Osama bin Laden and has been 
blacklisted by Washington as a ter- 
rorist organization. 

US-backed offensives that 
started in 2002 have severely 
set back the group, forcing 
many of its members to aban- 
don Maluso and other Basilan 
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Banker who enjoys water sports | 
and chicken inasal seeks people | 
who believe the best things 

in life are free. || 
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Jinno Garcia 


Manager, Bacolod Branch 


More about who I'm looking for: 


People who enjoy a worry-free life. Farmers and traders who believe Bacolefios deserve 
hassle-free banking service, Like an account with no opening or maintaining balance requirements, 
ог no transaction fees when they withdraw from other banks’ ATMs. 


If you're one of them, call me. Or better yet, visit my branch at G/F, Insular Life Bldg., Lacson 
cor, Galo Sts, Bacolod City. | can give free advice over coffee. 


You can also visit any of our Citibank Savings branches. 


You'll find it doesn't take much to experience world-class banking. 


Citibank Savings. Now in your neighborhood. 
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You know what you want... 
nd what you DON'T want. 


You don't want all the fat that's keeping you 


from your ideal оду. Whether it's excess 
weight, post-pfegnancy fat, problem areas, or 
maybe just a few inches off your waist, Marie 


France has proven effective treatments to give 


you the body you want—and deserve! 
Get the body you want the way you want 
salo, easy, painless dnd effective 


Do it The Marie France way. 


сәг 
Celebrating PO Years 
of Giving Women 


the Body. They Want 


Call 894-BODY (2639) 


| Giibank is a registered service mark of Giligroup Inc. Lets Get It Done is a service mark of Citigroup Inc. 
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PROACTIVE CUSTOMER 
SERVICE 


December 4 - 6, 2007 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 


Your company's customer-friendliness is something for your 
customers to decide. Make'sure you give them the right 
impression by knowing and understanding the impact of 
excellent service. Learn about the different types of customers 
and how best to exceed their needs and expectations. Build a 
mindset of service and show them thet your company cares. 
With Proactive Customer Service you wil: 

* Lay the foundation for excellent and profitable 
customer service 
* Elevate your company above the competition with 
superb service 
* Transform "normal" customer transactions into 
outstanding ones 
Tune in into all the needs of the customer 
‘Ask questions that show the customer thal your 
company cares for them 
Respond efficiently, courteously and professionally to 
the customer's needs 
Constantly provide the “personal touch” and go the 
extra mile to make customers come back for more 
Discover the techniques that make service proactive 
Develop a sense of pride, confidence and enthusiasm 
that will surely rub off on the customer 
* Know what gets and keeps customers 
їп any business, the path to profit is keeping your customers 
happy. 
This program is for sales and service personnel, customer service 
representatives, account officers, technical officers, receptionists, 
secretaries and other frontliners who deal with customer directly 
у and would like to know how best fo respond fo their needs. 
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EFFECTIVE PROJECT 


MANAGEMENT 


December 4 - 6, 2007 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 


Managing projects and project teams require more thon just 
"common sense management." Learn the project management 
framework and isten to success stories. Determine the crifical path 
to take to avoid project delays and problems, derive costs, 
‘assemble a project team, and motivate your team for peak 
performance. With Effective Project Management, you wil: 


* Understand what makes projects and project 
management work 
Explore the four essential steps in project 
management 
Prepare а project charter that points the way to 
success 
Create a project plan aimed at successful 
completion 
Develop project budgets with ease 
‘Organize a project team that will deliver resulis 
Lead project teams effectively 
Ensure success of project teams 
Leom different ways of project closure 


Because managing projects is a whole different ballgame. 
This program is for Team Leaders, Project Managers, Project 
Engineers, Project Architects, Officers-In-Charge, Managers, 
and other people who want fo develop their project 
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Search for mass 
graves in Davao 
yields 8 remains 


By Dennis Jay Santos 
Inquirer Mindanao 


STA. CRUZ, DAVAO DEL 
Sur— The police are trying to lo- 
cate several mass graves in a re- 
mote village here where victims 
of an internal purge in the rebel 
communist movement were 
said to have been buried more 
than two decades ago. 

As of Saturday night, at least 
eight skeletal remains had been 
unearthed in the village of Sino- 
ran. 

The local police and Criminal 
Investigation and Detection 
Group (CIDG) led a team of res- 
idents and members of the local 
government in looking for sev- 
eral grave sites in the area, for- 
merly a stronghold of the New 
People's Army. 

Former NPA rebels and sup- 
porters provided authorities in- 
formation on the location of the 
mass graves. 

Supt. Francisco Villaroman, 
chief of the police's Intelligence 
Division in Southern Mindanao, 
said they were trying to exca- 
vate at least 56 remains that 
their sources had identified. 

“But it may go as high as 156 
if they include other victims of 
the insurgency campaign,” Vil- 


laroman said. 

Datu Danny Udal, tribal chief 
in the village, said some mem- 
bers of his tribe were ordered by 
the NPA rebels to bury some of 
those who were killed. 

“We feel that that it's about 
time that the relatives should 
know, and so the spirits of the 
victims will be put to rest,” Udal 
said. 

Archie Laurel, 28, went to 
Barangay Sinoran in the hope 
that he would find the remains 
of his father, who was believed 
tobe among those buried there. 

“Lamexcited,” he said, catch- 
ing his breath during the dig- 
ging. ‘Just to see his bones is 
enough for me.” 

Villaroman said a combined 
forensic team from the police 
scene of crime operations and 
independent experts will arrive 
оп Monday to examine the re- 
covered remains. 

He said they hoped to finish 
the digging 10 days. 

It was in the mid-1980s that 
the communist movement im- 
plemented what they termed 
“kampanyang ahos,” or the 
purging of suspected “deep 
penetration agents” of the gov- 
ernment in the guerrilla organi- 
zation. 


“Kabayan” to bring rains 


TROPICAL STORM "KABAYAN" 
last night swirled closer to 
northern Luzon and was ex 
pected to bring heavy rains and 
Strong winds over the area, the 
weather bureau said. 

The Philippine Atmospheric 
Geophysical and Astronomical 
Services Administration said 
Kabayan, with maximum winds 
of 115 kph and gustiness of 145 
kph, picked up more speed Sun- 
day moming and hit land last 
night earlier than expected, 

Pagasa wamed residents in 
northern Luzon provinces to be 
alert for flashfloods and land- 
slides, and storm surges in the 
seas throughout today until the 
storm exits the county on 
Wednesday morning. 

Moving west southwest at 24 
kph, the storm was forecast to hit 
the Sierra Madre in Casiguran, 
Aurora, berween 7 and 8 last 
night, it said. 

Pagasa raised storm signal No. 


3 over Isabela, Ifugao, Quirino, 
Nueva Vizacaya and northern Au- 
тога. These provinces will experi- 
ence heavy rains and strong 
winds throughout the day. 

“Those living in low-lying, and 
near mountain areas should be 
prepared for floods and land- 
slides,” Pagasa deputy director 
Nathaniel Servando said in a 
briefing. 

Storm signal No. 2 was raised 
over Cagayan, Kalinga, Mt. 
Province, Ilocos Sur Benguet, 
“Abra, Nueva Ecija, La Union, Pan- 
gasinan and the rest of Aurora. 

Storm signal no. 1 was hoisted 
over the Babuyan group of is- 
lands, Apayao, Ilocos Norte, Tar- 
Тас, Zambales, Pampanga, Bula- 
can and northern Quezon, includ- 
ing the Polillo islands. 

Pagasa forecast light to moder- 
ate rains over Metro Manila and 
the Bicol region because of the 
latest weather disturbance. 
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НЕ is not just the department that hires, trains, and 
fires people. Human resource management is part of 
your entire organization's strategic process. Learn the 
value of strategic НЕМ. Appraise your people and 
develop their careers strategically. Rationalize 
training and development and master strategles to 
implement these changes properly. With Strategic HR, 
you will: 
* Discover how human resource management fits 
into your overall competitive strategy 
Assess if your organization is doing strategic HR 
ornot 
Understand the strategic HR roadmap 
Hire the right people all the time 
Design appraisal strategies that will really move 
people forward and upward 
Find out how reward practices, career 
development and training can train and 
motivate your people 
. Manage employer and employee relationships 
more effectively | 
* Tum employee exits into learning situations 
* Make HR really pay off for ће company, 
Make HR work for you. 
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human resource functions in fhe organization. 


| 


] CONSULTANTS TO MANAGEMENT 


SHARPER SKILLS 


"FASTER RESULTS | 


— 


Mp eme 
171 For inquiries and reservations call 
i Aris, Caroline, Diane, LJ, or Tessa at 
892-7559, 894-0445, or 892-7041 or visit | 
www.guthrie-jensen.com | 
-7/F Glass Tower Bldg., Carlos Palanca Jr. St. 
Legaspi Vill, Makati City 

———— 


LI 


— M: 
s A 


=) 
Alagang tunay 
ang serbisyong tunay. 


Alagang Tunay. 
, Р Alagang Benlife. 
kanan Mga iba't-ibang produkto ng BenLife: р 
Kayo ang tunay na mga bayani ng bayan. Handang tumulong, laging maaasahan. Ngunit kapag kayo + Whole Life “Employees Comprehensive 
naman ang nangailangan, sino ang inyong maaasahan? “Academic Life Program Coverage Plan 
(Educational Plan) “Dollar Advantage Plan n ge 
Marito ang BenLife na may Employees Comprehensive Coverage para sa mga kasapi ng Bureau of Fire — «Product Mix Plans: “Term Plans: LETS 
Protection, National Police Commission, Philippine Army, public schools at government offices. (Life and Health) -Group Yearly INSURANCE с“ 
р à ih й m - Мше Protector Plus... Renewable Term 
Sa humigit na apatnapu't pitong taon, ang BenLife ay patuloy na nagbibigay proteksyon at tulong sa higit Mega МІР - Group Credit Life 
na 300,000 policyholders. Ang BenLife ae wholly Filipino-owned insurance company па may higit sa «Special Corporate Plan: = Group Mortgage BENEFICIAL-PNB LIFE 
P3 bilyong total assets. ба aming 324 domestic at international branches, napaglilingkuran namin ang -Money Accumulator Redemption insurance imaurance Co., Ino. 
aming policyholders saan man sila naroroon. Pension Plus -10-Yr. Convertible Term 166 Salcedo St, Legaspi Village, 
- Money Value Plus Makati City 


“Para sa iyo at iyong pamilya, dapat alagang tunay. Tawag na sa BenLife para sa insurance ng iyong pamilya. Tel No, 818-8671 


MESO WHITE WART REMOVAL 

MESO REJUVENATION LASER ACNE TREATMENT 
COSMETIC FILLERS . SKIN WHITENING 
NUTRACELL-FACE FACIAL 


=> 
MOBILE.” -SLIMMERS | 
NUMBER: |^ (25466377) 


| www.slimmerswortd;.com.ph InquireGslimmersworld.com.ph 
: : 


na PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5,2007 


Boracay stakeholders want MMDA's Bayani as consultant 


А ment Authority (MMDA) Chair helping in the development of located, and the BFI had asked termmayorofMarikinaCityand open” to helping the island. 
ILOILO CITY—AMID GROWING Bayani Fernando as development the island-resort, according to Fernando to bea consultant to the as current MMDA chair. But they would still seek the 
concems over unregulated devel consultant for the island. BFI president Nenette Graf. Malay Development Council “We need somebody with the permission of President Maca- 
opment and pollution threats tO Мајау (Aklan) Mayor Ci. The BFI is a group of owners She said Fernando was cho- ciedibilityto ensure thesustain- pagal-Arroyo to allow Fernando 
the world-renowned Boracay re- coron Cawaling and officials of of resorts, restaurants and other sen because of his “credibility able development of the is- to be a consultant to the island 
sort, officials and business owners the Boracay Foundation Inc. businesses on the island. and track record” in enforcing land,” Graf said in a telephone concurrently with his being 
on the island plan to UP met with Fernando on Friday to Graf said the local government regulations on development interview yesterday. MMDA chair. Nestor R Burgos 
Metropolitan Manila a Develop- discuss the possibility of his of Malay town, where Boracay is projects during hisstintasthree- Graf said Fernando was “very Jr, Inquirer Visayas 


Kayang-kaya ang namnasadall! EN Negros prelate, 
SBAGOPANGIMAKINASPATI E MATIBAYZANGKAH A others condemn 


Estrada pardon 


By Carla P. Gomez. Jr, director of the Social Action 
Inquirer Visayas Center of the diocese, and 29 
other persons from Negros Oc- 
BACOLOD CITY—BISHOP VI. cidental's Catholic Church, lo- 
cente Navarra of the Bacolod cal government and civil society 
Diocese and a group of Ne- groups. 
grenses condemned over the Тһе group said Estrada's par- 
weekend what they called the don on Oct. 25, shortly after he 
“indecent manner” by which was convicted of plunder and 
President Macapagal-Arroyo sentenced to life imprisonment, 
exercised her prerogative to was the "biggest travesty of jus- 
grant а pardon to ousted Presi- tice" committed by President 
4-cyl, Watercooled, 4 Cycle, in-ine, | 4-cyl, Watercooled, 4 Cycle, in-line, } dent Joseph Estrada. Arroyo. 
ОНС with Automatic Engine Stop & | B 1 ОНУ with Automatic Engine Stop “We oppose in the strongest They said it was appalling the 
Direct Injection, DIESEL Device, Direct Injection, DIESEL possible terms Estrada's being President hastily pardoned 
granted clemency: he should be Estrada after six years of 
made to suffer the conse- painstaking efforts at litigation 
quences of his criminal and im- by a team of state prosecutors, 
moral acts," said a statement is- and the unanimous decision of 
1310 EDSA, Balintawak, Q.C. e Tels.: 362-8005 / 330-6862 sled byrhe gtoungnsakitdey. Бика: Sandiganbayan Justices 
Plant: San Antonio Subd., Dalandanan, Valenzuela, M.M. e Tels.: 294-2003 The statement, called “No to convicting him. А 
294-2067 = Celi No..: (0917) 905-0661 / (0916) 745-2470 Indecent Pardon, was signed “The GMA pardon is not 
by Navarra, Fr. Aniceto Buenafe about giving justice to a former 
president of this 
country. It is about 
E saving the neck of 
| : a an incumbent prest- 


| dent whose election 
} land imr a is viewed as illegiti- 
à 5 mate by millions of 
new zeaien a 3: è 4 Filipinos and whose 
united kingdom be administration is 
i 5 $ 4 hounded by corrup- 
es з z = tion scandals,” the 
signatories said. 
“An opportunity for people л = 4 E TS They said Estrada 
intending to study abroad 3 E E tid was clearly given 
(о spec" with representatives 5 ad R 4 наалы by 
bo done fom ur AO р > 1 у HEE Ms Arroyo from the 
IX bc > a very start since he 
was detained at his 
own rest house in 
Tanay, Rizal, and 
did not experience 
being locked up in 
jail at all. 

“As a former pres- 
$ ident occupying the 
18 Naa highest office of the 
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DOJ lawyers take crash course vs pyramid scams 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


TO GET COMPLAINTS ABOUT INVEST- 

“ment scams to progress, the Department of 
Justice has held writing workshops for its 
prosecutors to give them the chance to fo- 
сиз on drafting the resolutions for the cases 
they had investigated. 

Another such "write shop” is scheduled lat- 
er this month for prosecutors to decrease the 
number of pending complaints before the DOJ 
dealing with pyramid schemes and the like. 

“Their time was devoted to writing the res- 
‘lutions of all cases where the preliminary in- 
vestigation proceedings have been terminated 
and are therefore submitted for resolution," 
Acting Justice Secretary Agnes Devanadera 
said in arecent interview. 

Devanadera said she was aiming to resolve 
all of the 202 complaints involving business 
scams that are sill before the DOJ. 

Once a resolution is issued, the DOJ would 


Network loses 
bid to stop 
cable merger 


THE COURT OF APPEALS HAS JUNKED 
the bid of GMA Network Inc. to temporarily 
stop the merger of the Skycable, Home Ca- 
ble and Pilipino Cable Corp., saying such an 
act should be left to the discretion of the Na- 
tional Telecommunications Commission. 

‘The appellate court refused to overturn the 
NTC’s order denying GMAs motion for a cease 
and desist order against the merger of the са- 
ble companies while its complaint before the 
NTCwas pending. 

In ruling against GMA, the appellate court 
said the NTC had the power to decide whether 
а cease and desist order was necessary. 

“Thus, the petitioner cannot compel the 
public respondent to issue a cease and desist 
order as itis a discretionary act on the part of 
the latter to issue the same,” the CA said in an 
Oct. 10 decision. 

1n its complaint filed in 2003, GMA asked 
the NTC to compel the cable companies to re- 
store its clear broadcast signal and to free it 
from distortion in their cable systems. 

‘The television network also asked that the 
NTC declare null and void the merger of Sky- 
„cable and Home Cable under Beyond Cable, 
among other things. Skycable also owns ma- 
jority of PCC, which operates Sun Cable. 

Skycable is in turn controlled by the Lopez 
group which owns GMAS rival television net- 
work, ABS-CBN. 

Later, GMA also sought a cease and desist 
order against the merger while the commis- 
sion tackled its complaint, 

Tn refusing to issue a cease and desist order, 
NTC had sald such ап act would be premature. 
since it had not yet recelved evidence from the 
parties, and would thus be tantamount to re- 
solving GMA's complaint, 

GMA then elevated the case to the Court of 
 Nppouls, 

Bur the appellate court refused to rule on 
GMAs contention thar the consolidation of the 
се companies was unlawful and unconati- 
tutional, It snid the МТС regulatory power 
over broadcasting and cable television opera» 
tions also extended to ownership and regula 
tion, among other things, 

Hence, the МТС was the Белог Judge to 
tackle GMA% allegations of unlawful business 
combination and unjust business practlcos, It 
added, 

“It is in the best ров ов to Judge matters re- 
lating to the broadeasting industry as i la pre- 
sumed to have an unparalleled understanding 
of Its market and commercial conditions, 
Moreover it ls the NTC that has the Informa- 
tion, starlstles and data peculiar to the televi- 
slon broadcasting Industry" it said. 

Tho appellate court also agreed with the ca- 
ble companies that the Issuance of a cense and 
desist order would be too soon since It would 
be tantamount to resolving the ease without 
the hearings being completed, 

Leila B. Salaverria 
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Jesus addressed the man who had Invited him 
and suld, "When you give n lunch or a dinner, 
dot invite your fronds, or your brothers and rel- 
tives and wenlthy neighbors, Por surely they wil 
also invite you in retum and you will be тори, 
"When you given fons, Invite Instend the poor the 
crippled, the lame and the blind. Fortunate are 
you then, because they can't торпу yous you will 
be repaid at the Resurreation of the upright” 
Commentary 

God's ал call are Irrevocable, whether they 
are to Israel or to each/all of us elle to baptism 
and converston in Christ, We have known the mer- 
y of God—how do we respond dally to God's 
goodness? Our God is vast, beyond description, 
and yet we know God in Jesus, And Jesus is a 
strange God. He exhorts us to care for the poor the 
Teast, the ouster the sick, the many who cannot 
Survive In the world, and we are to treat them with 
dignity and graciousness as though we were invit- 
ing God to our tables--becduse we are, By the In- 
mation, what we do to one another, our бой 
takes os done to himself Are we delighted to beable 
to do for others what we would want o do for our 
бой? Do we rejoice that this ts the wisdom and 
knowledge, the mercy of God among us? 


either dismiss the complaint or file the appro- 
priate charges before the courts. 

Of the 202 complaints, 141 have been re- 
solved by the DOJ since 2002, according to 
Assistant Chief State Prosecutor Leah Arma- 
mento. 

Armamento said the prosecutors under a 
task force on investment scams are now fast- 
tracking the resolution of the complaints be- 
cause they had been given support in terms of 
a budget, office and the equipment to under- 
take the write shop. She said the sheer num- 
ber of cases have made it difficult for the pros- 
ecutors to dispose of all of them at once. 

"The cases have long been submitted for 
decision, its just a matter of writing the deci- 
sion. There are just too many. It's just a matter 
of giving priority now," she said. 

She also said that of the 141 cases already 
resolved, only one percent had been dismissed. 
‘The rest were filed ог are set to be filed before 
the courts within the year. The charges include 
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economic sabotage and violation of 
the Bouncing Check Law and Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission regu- 
lations. 

Among those already resolved are 
the complaints against Multinational 
Telecom Investors Corp. owner Rose 
Baladjay, as well as the officers and 
‘owners of Tibayan Group Investment 
Co. Inc. and Mateo Management Group. 
Holdings, according to the prosecutor: 
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Pyramid schemes usually involve 
companies promising their clients 
high returns on their investments, the 
payment for which is sourced from 
new clients. Later, the companies fail 
to deliver payments due to the lack of 
new investors. 

Armamento also said focus was be- 
ing placed on investment scam com- 
plaints because of their numerous vic- 
tims. 
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She also said the DOJ wanted the 
public to be better aware of such 
schemes to deprive them of their mon- 
еу. The same come-ons are still being 
used by the scammers, who promise 
big retums for a minimal investment. 

“Its same style up to today Its just 
the medium that is different. Nowa- 
days, they use the Internet. It's stil the 
cliche that if its too good to be true, 
the investor should beware,” she said. 
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ww Little outrage over pardon 


can be trouble for GMA 


From page Al 


‘This was the message a segment of the 
urban poor was flagging, that they were 
cynical over whether Estrada was convicted 
or acquitted by a court of justice. 

It did not seem to matter to the poor that 
the rule of law was observed in the trial of 
Estrada, and yet they were not unaware 
that under the self-proclaimed propor 
presidency of Estrada, they were poorer 
than they were before. 

Nor is there evidence that their poverty 
has been slightly alleviated by the loudly 
proclaimed antipoverty programs of the Ar- 
royo administration, designed by aloof and 
often arrogant technocrats at the National 
Economic and Development Authority who 


are template prototypes of the social insen- 
sitivity of their role model. 


No filter-down effect 

‘The poor cannot transfer their loyalty 
to the poverty alleviation programs of 
President Arroyo because these have 
done very little to lift them from their mis- 
ery. They cannot identify with these pro- 
grams and the claims of her economists 
that economic growth has been without 
interruption, for the past years because 
the benefits of growth have not filtered 
down. 

Working on official statistics, Dr. Mahar 
Mangahas, head of Social Weather Sta- 
tions, has found that despite the steady rise 
of the gross national product, “family in- 
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comes have not been growing in step with 
the recent growth in GNP” 

Indeed, “family incomes have recently 
been moving in the opposite direction,” 
he points out. “Thus the recent GNP 
growth is not good news for people in 
general, no matter how loud are the voic- 
es in the government, in the business sec- 
tor, or in the international development 
banks that proclaim that this is good 
news.” 

He writes that the new Family Income 
and Expenditures Survey of 2006 found 
that the average annual income per family 
was P144,000 in 2006, compared to 
P148,000 in 2003. 

“That'sa real decrease of2.7 percent,” һе 
writes, “which is definitely bad news for the 
people in general." The survey referred to 
the average annual income per family, but 
for low-income families, it can only be sug- 
gested that the rate of decrease could have. 
been bigger. 


Political implications 

This has implications for mass mol 
lization for political action. The conse- 
quence seems to be that those left out by 
the benefits cannot be used as storm 
troopers of people power movements, led 
by the middle class in concert with the 
military. 

The last time the urban poor stormed 
Malacafiang was on May 1, 2001, in a vi- 
olent protest against the arrest of the 
freshly deposed Estrada by the middle 
class-driven Edsa Il. They were not in- 
volved in Edsa П. They did not respond to 
several Edsa calls in 2005 over the Garci 
tapes, coup conspiracies and the two im- 
peachment complaints against Ms Ar- 
royo. 

The urban poor are no longer Estrada's 
legion to mobilize since he was co-opted by 
the pardon, but they have not been won 
over by the pardon. They do not share the 
intensity of the outrage of the middle class 
over the pardon. They are apathetic to the 
shortcuts in the rule of law and the unequal 
administration of justice, because they 
have been the victims of injustice all their 


Changes in the presidency since the over- 
throw of Ferdinand Marcos mean little to 
them and have not changed their lives for 
the better. 

Crooks have come and gone, and the ur- 
ban poor are cynical about any movement 
that calls for another Edsa over the Estrada 
pardon and the seemingly endless surge of 
corruption scandals of the Arroyo adminis- 
tration. 


Disenchanted with protests 

Disenchanted with the outcomes of 
street upheavals, the poor have learned 
from their frustrations and, therefore, 
have clung to the “magic” of a false 
charismatic call of an imagined emanci- 
pator. 

For all Estrada's posturing as the man of 
the masses, the poor have not been slow 
to see through the negotiations over the 
pardon as no less than another farce per- 
petrated by the elite fixing things among 
themselves, between the ruling class and 
the counter-elite, camouflaged by the 
fraudulent label “national reconcilia- 
tion.” 

Recent newspaper reports have noted 
that the outrage over the pardon is “i 
creasingly growing in the cyberpage” but 
the reports also point out the indignation 
is spreading in e-mail exchanges, letters 
to online papers, blogs and chat 
rooms—in short, hi-tech media of mass 
communications mainly among the chat- 
tering middle class whose noise is sharper 
than its bite. 

‘They cannot fill the streets to compose a 
critical mass. The urban poor have never 
been the mass component of people power 
since 1986. 


Impeachment, coup plots 

This is not good news for Ms Arroyo. The 
middle class without mass following are 
now translating their outrage to other non- 
electoral means, including impeachment 
and coup plots by disgruntled military offi- 
cers. 

In the realignment of constituencies 
shaken by the pardon outrage and the re- 
cent corruption scandals, the President has 
been narrowing her base and losing allies 
in the business sector and in Congress. 

‘The business sector is divided and is con- 
cerned over the President's capacity to con- 
solidate the fiscal reforms that helped spur 
‘economic growth being set back by turmoil 
over governance issues. It is this dislocation 
of constituencies that can crush her regime. 
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bid for seat 
on int'l court 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


, SEN. MIRIAM DEFENSOR-SANTIAGO HAS 
"opened her campaign for a seat in the Inter- 
national Court of Justice. 

She addressed the United Nations 
General Assembly in New York on Nov. 
2, giving a speech on “Shared Natural 
Resources and Reservation to 
Treaties.” 

A statement issued by her Senate office 
yesterday said Santiago her address was al- 
зо part of the celebration of International 
Law Commission (ILC) Week and served as 
her introduction to the international law 
community. 

‘While in New York, Santiago is expected 
ию meet the various UN ambassadors 
‘through receptions hosted by the Philip- 

pine Mission. 


Panel’s choice 

Santiago was nominated for a seat in ће 
1CJ on July 20. She was chosen by a panel 
composed of Supreme Court Associate 
Justice Consuelo Ynares-Santiago, retired 
Supreme Court Associate Justice Florenti- 
no Feliciano, former Integrated Bar of the 
Philippines national president Jose Vi- 
cente Salazar and University of Santo 
‘Tomas faculty of civil law Dean Alfredo 
Benipayo. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo announced 
Santiago's nomination during the Asean 
Ministers meeting on July 30. 

Last month, Santiago asked to be ex- 
cused from her Senate duties for a year to 
campaign—from October 2007 to Novem- 
ber 2008. 

She requested to be marked on "official 
mission" during the times she will be away 
to campaign. 

If elected, Santiago will serve in the ICJ 
beginning 2009. Her Senate term ends in 
2010. 


She will also be the first Asian woman. 


judge to serve in the ICJ and the second 
"woman overall, after Rosalyn Higgins from 
the United Kingdom who is the current ICJ 
president. 


Majority vote 


Five seats in the ICJ will be vacant by Feb. 
5, 2009. The elections will be held at UN 
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headquarters in New York in late 2008. A 


candidate will need to get a majority vote in 


both the General Assembly and the Security 
‘Council which will vote simultaneously but 


apart. 


The ICJ is the principal judicial organ of 
the United Nations. It decides legal dis- 
putes between states and issues “advisory 
opinions” on legal questions referred to it 


by UN agencies. 


Former Supreme Court Chief Justice Ce- 
sar Bengzon served as an ICJ judge from 


1967 to 1976. 


Korean national 
hit by bus, dies 
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CALAMBA CITY—A KOREAN BUSI- 
nessman died shortly after being hit by 
a speeding bus while crossing the na- 
tional highway in Barangay Bagong 
Kalsada here on Friday night, police 
said Sunday. 

Supt. Roland Bustos, city police chief, 
identified che fatality as Kwang Yoon Kho, 
62, owner of a resort in Sta. Fe Subdivision 
in the barangay. 

Bustos said police had launched a hunt 
for the bus driver identified as Edelber 
Monteagudo, 50, a resident of Majayjay, La- 
guna. 

He said the Korean was crossing the 
highway at a curve at around 8 p.m. when 
he was hit by the Sta. Cruz-bound bus driv- 
en by Monteagudo. 

Instead of stopping to help the vic- 
tim, Bustos said the driver sped away 
and later abandoned the bus, owned by 
HM Bus Transit, on a road in Barangay 
Balete, Victoria town, some 30 kilome- 
ters from where the accident hap- 
pened. 

Bustos said bus company officials had 
promised to help bring the driver to the po- 
lice. Marlon Ramos, Inquirer Southern 
Luzon 


Printing life. 


"es Fee dre РМС Finance & Investment Corp. 


О 


1 


0922-6825326 0917-7896671 


CENTRO .025%RTU Ready 


WOOD PRESERVATIVES 


леби SPECIFICATIONS 


CERES 
ee TM М 
i rd [OCC | 2м 2 ү 1 р 
== ета. | реро vA PN ees Сеш Шы, pa 


PES > 22050, sene 


aka rotae ў 
ХО етта an Н 
MED e E 


Sr 
20224 РА СЕ 


mag anoman! 2: 
ن‎ EAEE EEE 


Group of isu насо Dealership: METRO MANA. ISUZU EDSA: #1127 Eds Sm. 

S68) 39496] PARTS 4144795 ISUZU QUEZON AVENUE: 1659 Quezon Areas, cone 
5558 PARIS 900308 4154882 PROVINCIAL ISUZU PANGASDIAN: Mataika Highoy Urdaneta (05:08-88 (0751 624-2380 Нав. 
04808 78 5184293 SESVCE (513673 ISUZU PAMPANGA: Озе Gor RS Dores San Fernando (МТЕСО PAMPANGA) 49 800157, 045) 800-1210 SERVICE (048) 68-1161. 


www intecopnil-com 
Cuan Cay (NIECOEDSA| ЖУУ УИ Л ЖУЗУ. 419498 RHE SERVICE 
'Sg Espera Quezon Сау (INTECO QA) 926-7111, 926-7114 8203423 SERVICE 900-9425, 

Dagupan Cty (NTECO PANGASINAN) 079 672038 


е n 


4 


^ 


nm. 


He once vowed true democracy 


ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN—PRESIDENT 
Pervez Musharraf, who seized power in 
acoup eight years ago and has been the 
repeated target of assassination at- 
tempts for allying his Islamic nation 
with the United States in its war on ter- 
ror, promised to bring true democracy 
to Pakistan. 

But on Saturday, days before the 
Supreme Court was to rule on his fu- 
ture as the country's top elected lead- 
er, he declared a state of emergency. 

Musharraf's decision to end Pak- 
istan's support for the hard-line Ta- 
liban regime in Afghanistan after the 
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on the United 
States won him new friends in the 
West—and enemies at home. 

His efforts toward peace with the 
countrys historic rival, India, wel- 
comed by citizens on both sides of the 
subcontinent, also angered hard-liners, 

Musharraf, 64, has survived several 
attempts on his life, including two 


huge bombings in December 2003. 

Musharraf was born on Aug. 11, 
1943, in New Delhi, India, the middle 
son of a diplomat. His family migrat- 
ed by train during independence 
from Britain in 1947, when predomi- 
nantly Hindu India and Islamic Pak- 
istan formally divided. 

Joining the army in 1964, he quick- 
ly rose through the ranks and was 
promoted to army chief under Prime 

ister Nawaz Sharif in 1998. 

Their relationship soured the follow- 
ing year after Musharraf organized a 
Pakistani push into the Indian-held part 
of Kashmir, bringing the two nuclear- 
armed countries to the brink of war. 

When Sharif tried to oust him, al- 
legedly obstructing Musharraf's 
plane from landing in Pakistan after a 
trip abroad, the army chief seized 
power in a bloodless coup. He 
promised the nation he would bring 
true democracy to Pakistan—a move 


welcomed by many Pakistanis, who 
were increasingly frustrated by the 
corrupt civilian government. 

His takeover angered the interna- 
tional community, but his response to 
the Sept. 11 attacks won back friends. 

He agreed to support ће US war on 
terror, a decision that enraged Islamic 
hardliners, but brought billions of aid 
dollars to his near-bankrupt country. 

In December 2001, Musharraf 
faced a new crisis when Islamic mili- 
tants launched a deadly attack on the 
Indian Parliament. International 
diplomacy helped ease tensions. 

Musharraf held elections in 2002, but 
only after amending the constitution to 
give himself sweeping powers to sack 
the prime minister and Parliament. 

He reneged on a promise to quit his 
army post by the end of 2004 and rule 


country needed stability asit confront- 
ed al-Qaida terrorists on home soil. AP 


State restrictions 


SOME OF THE RESTRICTIONS AND 
fundamental rights that have been sus- 
pended in Pakistan by the state of 
emergency declared by President Gen. 

Pervez Musharraf: 

e Article 9 of Pakistan's constitution 
safeguarding life and liberty has been 
suspended. Several opposition lawmak- 
ers and activists have been detained. 

‘© People can be arrested without being 
informed of their offense and denied ac~ 
cess to lawyers under emergency powers. 

* The right to free movement has 
been suspended 

• Constitutional protection of prop- 
erty rights are also suspended. 

© Citizens have been barred from as- 
'sembling in public. Political parties wil 
therefore be unable to address rallies ahead 
of planned new year parliamentary elections. 

* A suspension of the right to free 
speech will likely check the country's vo- 
cal opposition groups. 

• Provisions giving equal rights to all 
citizens before law and equal legal pro- 
tection have been suspended. АР 
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A setback to 


'WORLD LEADERS YESTERDAY CALLED 
fora swift return to a constitutional gov- 
ernment in Pakistan and said military 
ruler Gen. Pervez Musharraf's declara- 
tion of a state of emergency was а set- 
back for democracy. 

The United States, which has cast 
Musharraf as a key ally in its global fight 
against terrorism, said it was deeply dis- 
turbed by the moves. 

US Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice, speaking in Jerusalem at the start 
of two days of meetings with Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders, said she has not spo- 
ken to Musharraf since he imposed the 
state of emergency. 

“1 just want to repeat that the Unit- 
ed States does not support, and indi- 
cated to the Pakistani leadership prior 
to this action that it would not sup- 
port, extraconstitutional means,” she 
said. 

"The issue now is its in the best inter- 


Pakistan opposi 


From page Al 


in the media and from another key opposition p. 
ty leader, Benazir Bhutto, that Musharraf had ir 
fact imposed martial law--direct rule by i» 
‘army—without announcing it. He said this was not 
the case as the prime minister and parliament w t 
still in place. 

“There is no martial law in the country Onh + 
state of emergency has been declared,” he said. "1 ve 
civilian government will continue to function." 

In Islamabad, phone service that had been: ıı 
when the state of emergency was declared n 
Saturday evening appeared to have been : 
stored by Sunday morning. But transmissions !» 
ТУ news networks remained off the air in ma 
cities other than state-controlled Pakistan TV. 


Troops ring Supreme Court 

Scores of paramilitary troops at barbed жи 
barricades blocked access to the Supreme Co ir 
and parliament. Otherwise the streets of the се; 
tal appeared calm. 

The US-alliéd leader declared the emerge: 
despite calls from Washington and other West: 
allies not to take authoritarian measures. We" 
ington expressed deep concern and called: | 
him to restore democracy, but said it would 
affect US military support of Pakistan. 

Bhutto, a former prime minister who had па 
eled abroad in the wake of an Oct. 18 suicide 
tack that narrowly missed her but killed 145 с" 
ers, immediately flew back to the southern city 1: 
Karachi, and declared the emergency was 1: 
“blackest day” in Pakistan's history. 

Her view that martial law was now in pi 
was shared by many media commentators, р 
ticularly as Musharraf declared the emergency 
his capacity as chief of army staff. The const 
tion says the president—not the ari 
chief—should make such a declaration, and o | 
ifthe country's security is threatened by war, 
ternal aggression or internal disturbance. 

In a televised address, Musharraf, look: 


2 more impeach 


FORCES SEEKING TO UNSEAT PRESIDi:'. 
Macapagal-Arroyo have lined up two more in: 
peachment complaints against her. 

The twin cases being readied by about 10 cats 
Griented and civil society groups will confront 1 
question of whether Ms Arroyo—by virtue of t 
“weak” complaint filed by lawyer Roel Pulido- 
really immune from new impeachment cases bı 
cause of a rule barring the filing of more than +» 
case against an official within one year. 

Neri Colmenares, a member of the legal tes 
preparing the new cases, said the groups’ str. 


GMA, De Venecia : 


From page Al 


fireworks, there will be none—not even watusi 

To further prove that the ruffled ties witi 
Lakas had been mended, the Palace released a р! 
to of the group after their Saturday night mec 
at Malacahang--with Ms Arroyo, Ramos, De Vers 
cia and the other officials beaming and flash 
Ramos signature thumbs-up sign. 

“Let this day douse all rumor and speculation th 
this government is divided,” Ms Arroyo said. “It 
strong and focused on the business of the people 

‘The Lakas leaders also apparently consoli. 
ed their ranks to ensure the defeat of any new : 
tempt to impeach Ms Arroyo. 

‘The Lakas caucus was attended by about 
dozen key members, including Executive S« 
тагу Eduardo Ermita, Press Secretary Ignacio hu 
ye, Sen. Juan Miguel Zubiri, Deputy Speaker кач. 
del Mar, Defensor, Nograles, Senior Deputy Мах 
ity Leader Neptali Gonzales II, Union of Local ^ 
thorities of the Philippines head Ramon Gui. 
League of Cities president Jerry Treas ari 
League of Provinces president Loreto Ocampos. 

Ermita acknowledged that Ms Arroyo and 1» 
Venecia had patched up their differences. 

Relations between the two soured after the Sp 
ers son, businessman Jose Joey" de Venecia ill 
claimed that Ms Arroyo and her husband, Jose Mi, и 
Arroyo, were involved in the allegedly anoma ı 
awarding of the now scrapped $329-million Nation. 
Broadband Network project with China's ZTE Соп. 

"Well, something like that,” Ermita said in 
phone interview when asked whether the rw 
leaders had kissed and made up. 

‘And this was done “for the sake ofahe country 
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democracy, вау world leaders SUPER SENSOR 
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Pakistan and the best interest of ^ Asia's two largest countries, however, and India have fought three wars 
kistani people for there to be а reacted with restraint. China said it was against one another and still have а 
turetu to the constitutional confident Pakistan could solve its own tense relationship, though relations 
fomthere to be affirmation that problems, while longtime rival India have improved in recent years. 
Ins«will be held for a new Parlia- tempered its response to keep tensions „ “We regret the difficult times that Pak- 
shesaid. low, saying it regretted Pakistan's “diffi- istan is passing through,” Foreign Min- 
cult times.” istry spokesperson Navtej Sarna said. 
battle Japan, which recently halted a six- “We trust that conditions ‘of normalcy 
hêrraf's move was seen as a battle year antiterrorism mission in the Indi will soon return permitting Pakistan's | SPECIAL PACKAGE OFFER!!! 
the Bush administration, which an Ocean, said Musharraf's actions transition to stability and democracy to jis 


ledrtb halt any move toward au- hindered the establishment of democ- continue.” P 3 99 5 00 
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si officials called the state of ‘Japan has constantly supported Pak- and а major source of investment, trade 
"neya major setback for Pakistani istan'swaron terror and its efforts to es- and armaments, signaled its preference | ШЫ ЫЗА 
racy tablish democracy. Japan strongly hopes for behind-the-scenes diplomacy. FULL 
recognize the threat to peace and that Pakistan will soon restore normalcy “We believe the Pakistani government 
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у faced by the country, but its fu- and return to the process of democrati- and people have the ability to solve its qy ekg a 

stsion harnessing the power of zation,” the Foreign Ministry said. own problem,” Foreign Ministry eS pilang € ды FDA сє 
гасу and the гше of law to | spokesperson Liu Jianchao said in a | ~ тоже E 

the goals of stability, develop- India conciliatory statement. == NR 
ndicountering terrorism,” British India issued a conciliatory response, But he added, “We hope Pakistan = 
п Secretary David Miliband said in although ithas perhaps the most at stake maintains stability and development.” жилы mercury APUG Stores Nationwide 
ment. ifPakistan descends into chaos. Pakistan AP 


Stop downslide 
“Now the time for the action has come. Ihave | 


na 1 d p agang 
поп leaders ... | 1 
somber and composed, said Pakistan was at a | 
“dangerous” juncture, its government threat | 
carefully examined the situation to see how to 
stop this downslide. We have to create harmony |. 
among judiciary, legislative and executive. This is f 
how we would tackle the issue of terrorism in a 
better way,” Musharraf said. 
"Не said there would be no change in the gov- 
ernment and its top offices, and parliament—set 
хо dissolve by Nov. 15—would complete its term. 
He did not say when parliamentary elec- | 
tions--due by January—would be held. 
» Only five of the Supreme Courts 17 judges agreed = 
to take the oath of office under the provisional consti- | Ба = 
tutional order imposed by Musharraf as the existing BS Ee с 


ened by Islamic extremists. d 
їч "The extremism has even spread to Islamabad, 
tand the extremists are taking the writ of the gov- 
ernment in their own hands, and even worse, 
they are imposing their obsolete ideas on moder- 
ates,” Musharraf said, wearing a black button- 
down tunic rather than his military fatigues. 
He also blamed the Supreme Court for punish- 
ing state officials and postponing the announce- 
ment of his recent election win, saying it had “se- 
rhi-paralyzed” government. The court was to rule 
soon on whether to validate the result of the vote 
Constitution, passed in 1973, went into abeyance, 
newspapers reported. In all, only 33 of 87 senior 
judges across Pakistan did so, the reports said. 
Private Geo TV reported the arrest of the president 
of the Supreme Court Bar Association, Aitzaz Ah- | 
san—a lawyer for Chaudhry in the case that led to his 
reinstatement in July after Musharraf tried to sack 
him. Another opposition party leader, Imran Khan, 
‘was put under house arrest Saturday. AB Reuters 
ky involved two approaches—file a case supple- 
menting Pulido's complaint and file an entirely 
new complaint. 
„Тре supplemental complaint, expected to be 
filed today, will be based on the $329-million Na- 
Чопа] Broadband Network scandal and the al- 
leged distribution of money to congressmen in 
Malacahang on Oct. 11. 
Colmenares said the second complaint would 
deal with human rights violations and alleged 
electoral fraud during the 2004 presidential elec- 
tion. Christian V. Esguerra 


that opponents say was unconstitutional because 
ffirm Lakas unity 


he contested the vote while army chief. 

Musharraf on Saturday replaced the chief jus- 
tice, Iftikhar Mohammed Chaudhry, who had 
emerged as the main check on the president. 
Ermita said. 

Ermita said reports that De Venecia would be 
ousted as Speaker were “just speculation" and 
that De Venecia would switch sides were just 
kasya кише ө 
irAsked whether the meeting discussed the im- 
peachment case against Ms Arroyo, Ermita said 
the subject was taken up. 

But he said Ms Arroyo merely listened as 
House leaders explained why opposition threats 
t6 file an amended or a second impeachment 
сазе against her would not prosper. 

Ermita said the Constitution was very clear that no 
new impeachment case could be filed against the 
wea pakana EE Fund Name Yearto-Date* Year-on-Year** 3-Year Cumulative*** 

He said House leaders explained that the im- 


peachment case that lawyer Roel Pulido filed last GSIS Miutual Fund, Inc. 28.44% 49.89% 113.24% 


mionth—which was endorsed by Rep. Edgar San 


Luis—was already deemed to have been formally Philam Strategic Growth Fund, Inc. 27.91% 47.78% 117.26% 


initiated, barring the filing of another complaint. = 

ı "How they will handle it, its up to them,” Er- Philam Fund Inc. 25.47% 42.92% 101.89% 
mita said when asked how Ms Arroyo's allies in. 

the House would handle the matter. - ME A хук 
1 (Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman, chair of the commit- в Net Asset Value Por Share performance for period: * January 4 - October 15, 2007 ** October 13, 2006 - October 15, 2007 *** October 15, 2004 - ‘October 15, 200; 
а vary аин Past performance Is not indicative of future results. Investors are advised to read the prospectus. 
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Scandalous art 


UST WHEN WE THOUGHT THE REPUTATION OF 
the once-proud National Press Club could not go any 
lower here comes news—and vivid visual evi- 
dence—of more unethical conduct. After commi: 
sioning a new mural on “press freedom” from the Neo- 
Angono Artists Collective, the NPC censored the finished 
work by replacing or fudging what one of its directors 
called “leftist marks.” 
RIAL Should the rest of the country care? 
Enito! A discredited organization which has 
long ceased to represent the country’s mass of working 
journalists; a new painting on an old theme, worth less 
than a million pesos; a debate on an almost philosophical 
level: preserving the integrity of art versus meeting a cer- 
tain standard of neutrality. This is, at first glance, far from 
agutissue. 

But like any work of art worth its name, this “bas- 
tardization” of the mural (as the artists themselves put it) 
requires а second look, repays a closer study. The subject 
is press freedom, but the issue is journalistic responsibili- 


a the fist place, the changes to the mural effectively 
undermine the work itself. The original painting was a 
meditation on press freedom today—that is to say, the 
present time of unexplained disappearances and interna- 
tional condemnation. It is precisely this context that was 
taken out from the mural, like inconvenient details air- 
brushed out of old communist portraits. 

Thus: The newspaper with the headline “Press Free- 
dom Fighter’s Son Abducted,” with pictures of the ab- 
ductee, Jonas Burgos, and his mother, was changed to a 
more generic version. The headline now reads: “Press 
Freedom Fight is On,” and the pictures were distorted to 
remove any likenesses to the victim or his mother. 

But in the exercise of press freedom today, under the 
Arroyo administration, the Burgos abduction and its cov- 
erage are in fact a defining moment. Similarly, the state- 
ment of the International Federation of Journalists be- 
wailing the effect of the Human Security Act on press 
freedom was painted over, and replaced by what the 
artists called a “hideous bird-monster in а cage.” The very 
topicality of the work is denied. We can guess why: to 
make the mural less inconvenient to the guest of honor 
who unveiled it on Oct. 26. 

Secondly, the changes to the mural gloss over the 
largely political provenance of press freedom in the 
Philippines. NPC president Roy Mabasa told the INQUIR- 
вр: “We don't want to be politicized; they [the artists] 
‘went overboard. We don’t want to be associated with the 
Left or Right. The club is apolitical; it can stand on its 
own.” This is insipid thinking, at best; insidious rhetoric, 
atworst. 

Set aside the damning detail that the NPC leadership 
had three weeks to review the mural but ordered the 
changes made overnight, only on the eve of the unveiling; 
or that one director said he followed the progress of the 
painting "since Day 1." Only consider the history of the 
free press in the Philippines. Can any journalist honestly 
say that press freedom in the country is “apolitical”? Non- 
partisan, yes, often enough, but never apolitical, precise- 
ly because the freedom to write the truth was won and 
lost and won again in political struggle. That is why An- 
dres Bonifacio is there; he wrote for Kalayaan. That is 
why INQUIRER columnist Juan Mercado is there; he went 
to jail when martial law was declared. To deny these and 
similar "details" is to render press freedom vulnerable to 
another assault. 

The Angono artists could only be said to have gone 
“overboard” if the sensibilities of non-journalists—to- 
day's ruling politicians, led by the NPC's guest of hon- 
or—were taken into account. 

This is where the responsibility of journalists becomes 
relevant. The journalist has the duty to “tell it as it is"—a 
duty recognized by the Constitution in granting the press 
certain rights and privileges, a duty that cannot be ful- 
filled if the press is not independent of the powers-that- 
be, including Presidents who come as guests of honor. 

We recognize that the integrity of a work of art must be 
respected; we believe that the press cannot be neutral in 
the face of politically motivated threats to its very exis- 
tence. But above all, we affirm that the members of the 
press have a responsibility to act independently—not 
throw in the muralist's trowel when the guest of honor 
comes a-calling. 
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Old NPC mural ‘stolen’; new one censored 


ISNT IT IRONIC THAT A MURAL ON PRESS 
freedom commissioned by the officers of the 
National Press Club has itself been censored by 
an official of the NPC itself, at the instigation of 
the government? The mural is supposed to de- 
pict press freedom; instead it illustrated very 
clearly how the press (or the National Press 
Club which is supposed to be an association of 
journalists) is under the thumb of the govern- 
ment and how certain officials of the NPC suc- 
cumbed too easily ог are willing accomplices 
to censorship. 

How did this come about? Let us start from 
the beginning: It started when some fixers in the 
Bureau of Customs succeeded in becoming regu- 
lar members of the NPC, whom the more respon- 
sible members of the press derisively call “hao 
shiao” (pronounced "how syaw")— pseudo jour: 
nalists or pretenders. But as members they are 
technically qualified to run for positions in the 
dub, which they did. They have since managed 
to assume control of the NPC through the back- 
door. 

During the regular NPC elections, while the 
legitimate members held their polls on the 
fourth floor of the club, the “hao shiaos” held 
theirs in the parking lot. They lost but then 
went to court and asked for new elections, 
which the court granted. 

‘Those who were elected in the regular polls 
boycotted the new election, claiming that it 
was irregular and illegal. So the legitimate 
members lost by default via court order. The 
"hao shiaos” took over. 

The opposing party questioned the “irregu- 
lar" proclamation in the court, but the court is 
sitting on the case even though the two-year 
term of the present officers is about to expire. 

As one of its very first acts, the new officers 
sold the valuable mural in the NPC dining hall 
by National Artist Vicente Manansala to an un- 
known buyer for P10 million without consult- 
ing the general membership. There was an up- 
roar of protest. The NPC board claims it got the 
approval of the general membership in a con- 
vention. But most of the members ci 


IT'S A STUDY IN CONTRAST. 

Оп one hand there's the letter of John Cortez 
Ш that appeared on our Letters section last Fri- 
day. 1 share his sentiments completely and said 
as much in a column a couple of weeks ago: 

“Are the bishops of Mindanao living in the 
Philippines or in some place outside earth? 1 
am aghast at their recent claim that there is no 
solid ground yet to question the moral values 
and integrity of Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and 
her cohorts, and that the call to resign is pre- 
mature ... It seems that ordinary people are 
more rooted in their social Ме than the bishops 
are. I wouldn't wonder why though. Bishops 
live in comfortable (if not air-conditioned) 
rooms ... (and have a) lifestyle flavored with 
donations from government patrons... 

"remember looking up to bishops and priests 
as representatives of God. I think many of the 
faithful believe similarly. Thus when bishops fail 
to actas such, we get confused and disheartened 
and sometimes we even question our faith.” 

‘At the same time this lewer appeared, our 
front page carried the last installment of our 
three-part series on the reforms the Supreme 
Court has been waging since Reynato Puno took 
over That series began with Leila Salaverria's ar- 
tide, Judiciary flexes muscles on extrajudicial 
killings,” and Femando del Mundos sidebar, 
“Chief Justice Puno: An unlikely revolutionary" 

Unlike the Mindanao bishops, headed by ex- 
CBCP head Archbishop Fernando Capalla, Puno 
is a self-confessed “sinner.” He readily admits to 
‘once being a lawyer whose job in the solicitor- 
general's office was to defend martial law. The 
experience, however, rather than numbing his 
brain and turning his heart to stone, opened his 
eyes and lit the fire in his belly. He resolved to 
atone for it by making sure the injustices he saw 
during that time were never repeated again. He 
‘vowed to make sure the dictatorship would nev- 
er sprout in this country again. 

Some people make vows and break them al- 
most as soon as they've made them; others 
make vows and dedicate their lives to them. 


Ж , 


Neal Н. Cru 


а sham convention as there was по quorum, 
which was probably the general intent because 
no notices were sent to the members who 
would have disapproved of the sale of its most 
prized possession. 

Meanwhile, the Government Service Insur- 
ance System, which had foreclosed the mort- 
gage and now owns and has title to the МРС 
property sued the NPC board, the agent (Her- 
itage Arts) and the unknown buyer, claiming 
that it owns the Manansala mural. It said the 
mural, which was painted on the wall of the 
dining hall, is part of the building it owns but 
was sold by the NPC—which was occupying 
and using the building for free—without per- 
mission of the owner, GSIS. It sued the NPC 
board for qualified theft. Again, somebody 
managed to have the court sit on this case. 

‘Trying to evade the issues and the growing 
uproar against the controversial sale, the NPC 
board decided to commission the Neo-Angono 
Artists Collective to paint a new mural, per- 
haps thinking that it would quiet the demand 
from the members for the return of the Man- 
ansala mural. Like the original mural, the new 
опе has “press freedom” as its theme. But un- 
like the Manansala mural which symbolically 
showed the press in the clutches of vested in- 
terests, the Angono mural showed a down- 
town area with the NPC building at the center 
and various people reading newspapers. 

The NPC officers invited President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo to unveil the mural. So we have two 
sets of officials (GMA and the NPC board), 
whose legitimacy is in question, playing foot- 
sies. The new mural was placed not in the din- 
ing hall where the original was, but in the 
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GMA belongs to the first, Puno to the second. 
Since he became Chief Justice, Puno has moved 
to head off dictatorship, which he fears this 
regime is dangerously heading toward. He has 
specifically moved to put a stop to the “culture 
of impunity” which has spawned a slaughter of 
dissidents on a scale unheard of since martial 
law. Not least by wielding the writ of amparo, a 
power implicitly vested in the Supreme Court 
by the Constitution, which orders the military 
апд police to open their premises to inspection 
and prove they are not involved in an abduc- 
tion, torture, or killing/forced disappearance 
when they are accused of it instead of merely 
denying i. 

1 did say in the column I wrote on the Min- 
danao bishops that it was behavior of the kind 
they exhibited that would make the faithful faith- 
less, that would make the flock decide to leave the 
shepherd and look after themselves. Thankfully, 
not all the clergy today belongs to thar mold. 
Thankfully, Angel Lagdameo, the current CBCP 
head, like Puno, has chosen to make amends, if 
for sins he himself did not commit, and gone on to 
damn the damnable and upraise the upright. But 
ix will be a long time before the Church can regain 
the standing ir had not too long ago when it was 
looked up to as the voice of heaven and earth, the 
voice of Grace and (Cardinal) Sin. 

‘Thank God there is the Supreme Court. And 
1 for one want to use this opportunity to ex- 
press my deepest appreciation for what it has 
done during the watch in particular of its last 
two Chief Justices. I confess I never thought 
the judiciary, long reputed to be the bastion of 
everything other than justice—it was better 


fourth floor where necrological rites are held 
for dead NPC members. Before the unveiling, 
the Presidential Security Group inspected the 
mural and noted certain “leftist marks." 

‘Thereupon the NPC president, Roy Mabasa, 
on his own, had an artist—whom he refused to 
name--retouch the mural without consulting 
the original artists. These artists protested the 
censorship 

The alterations, according to the INQUIRER 
report (1 have not seen the original and cen- 
sored versions) were these: 

"The headline of the newspaper that Jose 
Rizal is holding, 'Press Freedom Fighter's Son 
‘Abducted,’ was replaced with ‘Press Freedom 
Fight is On, and the pictures of Edita Burgos 
and her missing activist son were defaced 

“The ‘libata K tattoo on Andres Bonifacio's 
left arm was replaced with a red heart pierced 
byan arrow. 

"The hair of [Inquirer] columnist Randy 
David was lengthened. 

“The name of the National Union of Journal- 
ists ofthe Philippines was erased from the ban- 
ner of demonstrators. 

“A beard and a mustache were painted on the 
face of the man selling quail and balut eggs and 
the change of the hair from white to black.” 

The artists said they were shocked by the al- 
terations when they went to the NPC to look at 
their mural. They may file a case against the 
NPC with the Intellectual Property Office. 

"Aren't these alterations a clear violation of 
the rights of authors/artists protected by the 
Intellectual Property Code of the Philippines?" 
they asked. 

The NPC, like the GMA administration, is 
getting deeper into controversies as it strug- 
gles to get out of original mistakes. Why not 
just repent for its original sin and return the 
original Manansala mural to its rightful place? 
The membership did not ask for a new mural. 

And the courts should not sit on the pending 
cases against the NPC board. Shouldn't the 
Supreme Court order the lower courts to make 
the wheels of justice move faster? 


known as the redoubt of the doubrful—would 
end up being the conscience of this communi- 
ty. 1 applaud in particular what Puno is doing 
to stop the killings. Indeed, more than to stop. 
the killings to rouse a benumbed nation to look 
upon this abomination with Biblical wrath. He 
cannot imagine the comfort he brings to the af- 
flicted, like Edita Burgos. At a time when the 
various institutions of society are being con- 
scripted into silence, or as in some sectors of 
the Church, into endorsing lie and subterfuge, 
theft and murder, the days and works of the 
devil, the Supreme Court has become a steady 
light amid the fog to a floundering ship. 

It's enough to make you believe in God. Or 
that he/she moves in mysterious ways. 

Its also enough to make you realize that 
“moral” and "spiritual" are not religious con- 
cepts, they are secular ones. They are not essen- 
tial to booking а passage to heaven, they are es- 
sential to justifying your place on earth. You can 
be moral or spiritual without being religious or 
pious, and you can be religious and pious with- 
‘out being moral or spiritual. The Japanese and 
Koreans are not especially religious or pious, 
but they are especially moral and spiritual com- 
pared to us. Certainly, the Japanese and Korean 
officials are not Christians, but they are far 
more Christian than our churchgoing ones. At 
least they are far more Christian in the sense of 
possessing Christian charity: They spare their 
families and their nation shame and embarrass- 
ment by resigning when they are accused of cor- 
ruption. Ours do not mind dragging the world 
tothe muck they are mired in. 

Karl Marx was reported to have said when 
regaled with the spectacle of the way his ideas 
had been turned into perverse doctrine by his 
followers who called themselves Marxists: “I 
am nota Marxist!" Jesus Christ might very well 
say given the way his teachings have been 
turned into self-serving defense of iniquity by 
the Mindanao bishops: "I am not a Christian!” 

But then he might also say in light of the 
Chief Justice: "Not all Puno have bad roots." 
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FOR SOME TIME NOW THE DRAFT OF THE 
Japan-Philippines Economic Partnership Agree- 
ment has been hanging fire in the Senate where it 
has been submitted by the President for concur- 
rence, There seems to be a sharp division be- 
tween the government sponsoring the treaty and 
its high-powered critics, 

The debate is along both economic and consti- 
tutional lines and its resolution can have a very 
significant impact on the life of the nation. 1 shall 
limit comments to the constitutional issues which 
have been drawn along nationalistic lines. 

Itis well known that our Constitution is heavily 
loaded with nationalistic provisions which re- 
serve certain areas of the economy for Filipino 
citizens and Filipino corporations. Critics, howev- 
er, see these provisions as threatened by the “na- 
tional treatment” provisions in the treaty which 
are seen as obliging the Philippines to treat 
Japanese nationals as if they were Philippine na- 
tionals. For their part, supporters of the treaty 
point to “reservations” which exclude from “na- 
tional treatment” areas protected by the Consti- 
tution against foreign incursions. 

Thave gone over some of the exchanges from 
both sides of the debate and what I see is that def- 
initely both sides want to protect the Constitu- 
tion. But the two sides seem to differ in their un- 
derstanding of the structure of the treaty. The 
critics seem to have looked for the “reservations” 
in Annex 7 of the treaty and found them missing, 
‘whereas the supporters of the treaty say that the 
reservations are found in Annex 6! 

‘The treaty, together with annexes and matri- 
ces, form 993 single-spaced pages. I myself have 
attempted to wade through these, with the aid of 
All Souls’ and All Saints I did find some of the 
desired reservations in Annex 6 but, since I did 
not go through it thoroughly, I did not see all the 
desired and needed reservations. (Ishall take this 
up in more detail in my next column.) 

Т guess what I am saying is that there is need 
for the Senate and its staff to comb through the 
entire document to see whether indeed the need- 
ей reservations are there, whether in Annex 6 or 
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elsewhere. It may also be necessary for the spon- 
sors to prepare a clear matrix, clearer than whatis 
in the official document, showing how each perti- 
nent constitutional provision is safeguarded by a 
corresponding provision in the treaty. Such sim- 
plification, or over-simplification, if you wish, 
may be needed in order to help the senators ana- 
Туге the document while busy with proliferating 
legislative investigations. 

Saving the Constitution from dilution, howev- 
er, is not just a matter of textual purification of a 
treaty This is because the nationalistic provisions 
of the Constitution are not all of the same kind. 
Some of them are almost mathematical in their 
precision; e.g, the provisions requiring 60 рег- 
cent or 70 percent or 100 percent capitalizatio 
But even these can present some problems of in- 
terpretation. 

The more difficult provisions, however, are the. 
non-self-executing ones. These may be found in 
policy guidelines in Article П of the Constitution 
(General Provisions) and in Article XII (National 
Economy). These provisions deal with policy is- 
sues and can give rise to cases where the Court, in 
the language of Justice Florentino Р Feliciano, 
may be asked to wade “into the uncharted ocean 
ОЁ social and economic policy making.” When it 
comes to cases of this nature the Court is forced to 
limit itself to determining “whether or not there 
has been a grave abuse of discretion amounting 
to lack or excess of jurisdiction,” an admittedly 
narrower area of combat. 

Since the birth of the 1987 Constitution, the 
Court has had to deal with problems of this na- 
ture. Some of the more notable ones are Oposa v. 
Factoran Jr. (about logging), Тайада v. Angara 


(on the WTO Treaty) and La Bugal v. Ramos 
(about mining). 

1 ind Tafiada v. Angara worth discussing be- 
cause it dealt with an economic treaty. Tafiada, of 
course, is not of the same scope as what is involved 
in Jpepa. But what I find useful about itis the con- 
stitutional methodology it used in dealing with the 
concerns raised about the obligation to “provide 
national treatment" to ай WTO members. 

Essentially what Tafiada did was an exercise in 
balancing different legitimate but potentially op- 
posing demands of the Constitution. Or, more 
precisely, the Court did not do the balancing but 
left it rather to the Executive and Legislative de- 
partments. 

The Constitution demands that the state seek a 
more equitable distribution of opportunities, in- 
come and wealth; a sustained increase in the 
amount of goods and services provided by the na- 
tion for the benefit of the people; and an expand- 
ing productivity as the key to raising the quality 
of life for all, especially the underprivileged. 
These are not self-executing provisions. 

In equally non-self-executing terms, however, 
the Constitution ordains the ideals of economic 
nationalism through provisions scattered in Arti- 
cle П and Article ХП. How balance this with the 
previous set of provisions? 

Itis true that the much criticized case of Manila 
Prince Hotel had a restrictive conclusion. But the 
Court in Tafiada dealt with it saying that even 
Manila Prince did not proscribe a balancing ap- 
proach. “Rather, the issue is whether, as a rule, 
there are enough balancing provisions in the 
Constitution to allow the Senate to ratify the 
Philippine concurrence in the WTO Agreement.” 
‘The Court found enough balancing provisions in 
the treaty to escape being proscribed as an “abuse 
of discretion.” (I might even say that Tafiada was 
a polite way of retreating from Manila Prince.) 

But back to Jpepa. Indeed, textual purification 
of the treaty might be needed. (1 shall deal with 
this next time.) But I think there are also serious 
policy issues init which are best left to the depart- 
ments mandated to decide policy directions. 


To the streets of cyberspace 


IT WOULD SEEM LIKE THE STREETS WILL BE 
empty of protests arising from the Estrada pardon 
that will reverberate across the nation. I mean 
across the nation—not just in Manila which is not 
necessarily the pulse of this nation’s body politic. I 
lived through the two people power revolts that 
usted Marcos and Estrada, not in Manila but in 
unchronicled Mindanao. And there seems to be 
none of that against the Estrada pardon by Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo. But cyberspace is differ- 
ent. The нолики TJ Burgonio wrote about this 
newfound phenomenon the previous week. 

Burgonio cites how the anger against the Estra- 
da pardon is swelling across blogs and chat- 
rooms, among e-mail exchanges and online let- 
ters, and even a call for protest rallies at Philip- 
pine consulates abroad where the protest calls 
are being sounded not in stuffy meeting rooms 
somewhere in Manila but by online organizers 
across a borderless world. 

Call it a paradigm shift—cyberspace was not a 
factor in 1986 and certainly not as high-tech as it 
is today during the Estrada ouster in 2001. Indig- 
nation in writing has evolved into a social phe- 
nomenon, Whether that will be expressed into ac- 
tual warm bodies out in the streets, as some hope 
itwould, remains to be seen. 

Notice how cyberspace was a convenient re- 
source in politically stifled basketheap Burma 
(Myanmar), despite the tiny Internet population it 
has. But the similarity ends there. In the Philippine. 
scenario, writing seems to be a way out of the 
streets. There is а general malaise of street fatigue 
that has ironically saved the present dispensation 
from the persistent “Hello Garci” scandal the past 
two years. That malaise seems to be eroding the 
sense of vigilance and participation we used to have 
in 1986 and 2001. It is a malaise that is born out of 
the evidence that no real change has actually im- 
proved our lives in both upheavals. It is a sense of 
gnawing frustration that all our political lead- 
ers—an unfair perception it may be—are all capa- 
ble of impeachable offenses as Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo may be. The year 2010 does not seem to be. 


PERHAPS YOU'VE SEEN A MOVIE TITLED "V 
for Vendetta," truly a film for our times. In it, a 
masked man known only as "V" interrupts the 
state-controlled media and makes an unautho- 
rized televised address to a London in the grip of 
atotalitarian prime minister. 

The speech fV goes Ше this, It bears reading 
in full. 

“Good evening, London. Allow me first to apolo- 
gize for this interruption. I do, like many of you, ap- 
preciate the comforts of everyday routine—the se- 
curity of the familiar, the tranquility of repetition. I 
enjoy them as much as any bloke. But in the spirit of 
commemoration, thereby those important events of 
the past usually associated with someone's death or 
the end of some awful bloody struggle, a celebra- 
tion of a nice holiday, I thought we could mark this 
November the Sth, a day that is sadly no longer re- 
membered, by taking some time out of our daily 
lives to sit down and have a little chat. There are of 
course those who do not want us to speak. Isuspect 
even now, orders are being shouted into tele- 
phones, and men with guns will soon be on their 
‘way. Why? Because while the truncheon may be 
used in lieu of conversation, words will always re- 
tain their power. Words offer the means to meaning, 
and for those who will listen, the enunciation of 
truth. And the truth is, there is something terribly 
wrong with this country isn't there? Cruelty and in- 
Justice, intolerance and oppression. And where 
олсе you had the freedom to object, to think and 
speak as you saw fit, you now have censors and sys- 
tems of surveillance coercing your conformity and 
soliciting your submission. How did this happen? 
Who's to blame? Well certainly there are those more 
responsible than others, and they will be held ac- 
countable, but again truth be told, if you're looking 
for the guilty, you need only look into a mirror. 1 
know why you did it. know you were afraid. Who 
wouldn't be? War, terror, disease. There were a myr- 
lad of problems which conspired to corrupt your 
reason and rob you of your common sense. Pear got 
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the light at the end of the tunnel. Just a scan of the 
Tist of the obvious political contenders (clowns) and 
the early political campaigning (circuses) we can 
read from their lips does not seem to inject political 
pep into our senses. 

Is our political state of health then in its death 
throes? Not yet perhaps. As an evolving expres- 
sion of our socio-political agency, we have yet to 
see—and hope for—a cyberspace that can be a 
potent tool for mobilizing our collective sense of 
anger. A word of caution though: we who are ex- 
pressing our indignation online are part ofthe eli- 
tists—majority of our poor populace have no ac- 
cess to computers. We are not yet what the Indian 
anthropologist Homi K. Bhabha describes as “a 
people-nation assuming a function of the social 
imaginary” But no matter the danger at romanti- 
cizing cyberspace, a new arbitrary sign of our na- 
tion-space is emerging. 

Let me share with you then my own piece of cy- 
berspace that a friend from UP days, Gerard Deza of 
Пойо City, sent even before time stood still last Oct. 
26 when Arroyo put one over us by pardoning 
Estrada. Here are excerpts from Gerard's piece on 
"The Death of Dignity and Rule of Law"—one of the 
finest 1 have read in cyberspace. 

“Wherever did all those billions that so magi- 
cally appeared during the last presidential elec- 
tions come from? What to do with all those prop- 
erties in Baguio, Boracay and elsewhere collec- 
tively worth a significant series of ciphers? What- 
ever happened to the contents of the envelope? 
Who ordered Galman killed? There is no reliance 
оп the convenient fallacy of flippancy here. It is 
just that the figures contemplated are so stagger- 
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the best of you, and in your panic you turned to the 
now high chancellor, Adam Sutler. He promised you 
order, he promised you peace, and all he demanded 
in return was your silent, obedient consent. Last 
night I sought to end that silence. Last night I de- 
stroyed the Old Bailey, to remind this country of 
‘what ithas forgotten. More than four hundred years 
ago a great citizen wished to embed the fifth of 
November forever in our memory. His hope was to 
remind the world that fairness, justice and freedom 
are more than words, they are perspectives. So if 
you've seen nothing, if the crimes of this govem- 
ment remain unknown to you then I would suggest. 
you allow the fifth of November to pass unmarked. 
But if you see what I see, if you feel as feel, and if 
you would seek as I seek, then I ask you to stand be- 
side me one year from tonight, outside the gates of 
Parliament, and together we shall give them a fifth 
of November that shall never, ever, be forgot.” 
Every year, on this day, British schoolchildren 
recite the rhyme, “Remember, remember, the fifth 
of November, gunpowder, treason, and plot,” 
commemorating a failed conspiracy by Guy 
Fawkes to blow up the Houses of Parliament 
along with King James I. Recently, The Economist 
in an editorial on the growing dangers of radical 
religion referred to Fawkes as “the Catholic Tal- 
iban,” but in "V for Vendetta,” the story revolves 
around a resistance to a British dictatorship with 
the former bad guy of British history turned into a 
symbol of resistance. And in small yet meaningful 
ways, resistance is what's called for these days. 
But how? Not by blowing things up or giving 


ing that when juxtaposed with the situation of 
Juan de la Cruz who has to provide for a family of 
four as he drudges to eke out a living for tens of 
pesos a day it becomes so incongruous as to be to- 
tally ludicrous. Erap is not an exception. Most of 
us who belong to the hyped hope-ofthe-nation 
middle class grind on at being responsible citi- 
zens only to look on with despair and an alarm- 
ing, ever-increasing detachment and apathy as 
our hard-earned taxes disappear along the way 
through systemic sleight-ofhand misdirected 
and/or justified by the stage patter of legal gob- 
bledygook. No wonder many aspire to be magi- 
cians themselves. 

“Is Erap guilty? Yes, of course, in the same vein 
that Chavit Singson was and is guilty. Should Erap 
be pardoned? We could eventually touch on meta- 
physics arguing about the relative merits of this 
proposition, but it won't matter. The answer will be 
ultimately resolved by the politics of convenience so 
peculiar in our milieu, and that's the reality of it. 

“Is dignity dead? Have we hit rock bottom? Per- 
haps. 1 have a feeling, however, that as long as we 
have Juan de la Cruz, the poorest of the lowest, 
hanging оп to Ш day by day with that quiet dignity 
founded on hope and faith, we Filipinos shall en- 
dure. 

“1s the rule of law buried? Practically yes, but 
we can still dig it up with the spade of decency. 
There are many here—the majority, in fact, who 
remain silent about all these. But discreetly, unas- 
sumingly they do for their fellow Pinoy their fel- 
low human beings, what is but right and natural. 
‘They help. In whatever way they could, sometimes 
in the only way they know how. These acts of kind- 
ness and altruism may go unnoticed; there's no 
fanfare, no publicity, much less plaques or monu- 
ments, but they're there nonetheless. Drops coa- 
Jesce to form trickles, feeding each other to form 
streams, and so on, to become an ocean. And this 
is what keeps afloat our country of birth, despite 
all the muck and yuck of Philippine style politics." 


Comments to monta@cu-cdo.edu.ph 


the authorities the satisfaction of beating us up, 
or, God forbid, inconveniencing those who value 
the smooth traffic flow more than they care about 
the disappearance of Jonas Burgos, or inconve- 
niencing the congressmen in cassocks known as 
the Catholic bishops. So what can we do, that al- 
lows us to be considerate of the politically blind, 
but which will show that we are aware, awake, 
and not in awe of the authorities? 

Consider that the prime message of the gov- 
ernment that adores your tax pesos зо it can serve 
up cash buffets in the presidential palace you 
own, is this: they are all the same. This is meant 
to discourage your thinking of alternatives, be- 
cause if all the alternatives are like what we have, 
better the devil in the duster you already have, to 
any other devil waiting in the wings. But this ar- 
gument is only good as long as you agree that in- 
deed, you are like them: that when they say they 
are all the same, they include you. 

Are you really like them? Is the congressman 
or governor waddling out of Malacahang with a 
doggie bag full of money, the same as you? Of 
‘course not. When they shriek, "let he who is with- 
out sin, cast the first stone,” they forget the num- 
ber of guests at the cash buffet didn't include mil- 
lions like yourself. But OK, let's not cast stones. 
Lets send something peaceful but equally 
painful: words on postcard. 

Which is why, this Friday, we're going to meet 
at the Ninoy statue in Makati between 11 and 12 
noon, and proceed to the Makati Post Office to 
‘mail our posteards to Ms Arroyo. We won't make 
speeches, we won't wave banners, we won't say 
except what will be on our postcards, 

‘come from individuals and be sent to 
an individual, to tell her exactly what we feel. 
Join us. Bring a friend. Sacrifice an hour of your 
time. Be among those who cast the first postcards 
to be sent to the President's desk in Malacafiang. 

Remember, remember, the ninth of November, 
a postcard, a lunch break, and march! 
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Moment of silence 
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS—THIS UNIVERSITY TOWN ON THE 
outskirts of Chicago was named after John Evans, the 
founder of Northwestern University, one of the great institu- 
tions of learning in Midwest United States. 

Evanston is the home of Rotary International, which today 
is composed of more than a million Rotarians belonging to 
some 32,000 clubs in more than 200 countries. While the 
first Rotary Club was 
formed in Chicago 
by lawyer Paul Har- 
ris over a century 
ago, its World Head- 
quarters is located in 
the center of 
Evanston's business 
district. 


outstanding 
ino Rotarian, М. А. Т. Caparas, was elected president of 
Rotary International in 1986-87. Another Filipino officer of 
Rotary International was Jocelyn ‘Joc-joc” Bolante, who 
served as treasurer of the Executive Committee in 2005. 

Remember Joc-joc Bolante?! As an agriculture undersec- 

retary before the 2004 presidential elections, he is suspected 

the mastermind in the diversion of over P728 million in 
fertilizer funds for Filipino farmers to the campaign kitty of 
the Arroyo administration. He was able to evade Senate sub- 
poenas aimed at investigating the matter. Citing New Peo- 
ple's Army threats on his life, he applied for asylum in the 
United States. The last report we had was that he was ina de- 
tention center in Kenosha, Wisconsin, awaiting final judg- 
ment on his asylum appeal. 

Calling Attorney Harry Roque. Any news on his current 
status and whereabouts? People keep telling us that it is best 
to “move on” but unfortunately things just keep piling up 
without any sign of resolution. We shouldn't let these guys 
eto easily Having short memories i part of our prob- 
lem. 

То hisactuations as an agriculture official, did Bolante up- 
hold the Rotary code of ethics known as the Four-Way Test? 
(1) Is it the truth? (2) Is it fair to all concerned? (3) Will it 
build goodwill and better friendship? (4) Will it be beneficial 
to all concerned? 

Some Rotarians I've spoken to say he flunked. Others аге 
quietly supportive, citing the old worn-out line about an in- 
dividual being innocent until proven guilty The problem 
here is Bolante ran away instead of helping himself with evi- 
dence of good faith and innocence. The Commission on Au- 
dit findings on the case have not been helpful to his cause. 

Incidentally, Illinois has had its share of high-profile cor- 
ruption cases involving state officials. Former Gov. George 
Ryan was convicted in April 2006 on racketeering and fraud 
charges and was sentenced to six and a half years in prison. 
Last week, he lost a motion for new hearings before the fed- 
eral appellate court in Chicago and unless the US Supreme 
Court agrees to review his conviction, he is headed for a fed- 
eral prison on Nov. 7. A former Illinois congressman, Dan 
Rostenkowski, who used to chair the powerful Ways and 
Means Committee of the US House of Representatives, also 
went to jail for, among other crimes, keeping “ghost” em- 
ployees on his payroll. 

Unless we get our misbehaving public officials into 
јай—пог out of jail—we shall not see an end to cases like 
that of Bolante and others. 

Evanston is also the home of Northwestern University: Its 
Kellogg School of Management and the Medill School of Jour- 
nalism are two of its institutions that have given the university 
much of its proud reputation for excellence. Many Filipino 
students have passed through both schools and gone on, to 
successful careers in government and the private sector. My 
own daughter, Carmela, finished at Medill in 2002, and now 
‘works asa freelance writer and editorial consultant. 

‘An uncle of mine who retired as professor emeritus at the 
University of Ilinois at Chicago (UIC) is a longtime resident 
of Evanston. A World War II veteran, he saw action in 
Bataan, was taken prisoner, and survived the Death March. 
brand-new dental facility—the Dr. Samson Sol and Cecil 
Flores Clinical Prosthodontics Laboratory-:-of the UIC Col- 
lege of Dentistry is named in his honor. He specializes in ad- 
vanced prosthodontics, having performed maxillofacial 
surgery on wounded war vets. 


Recently Illinois public schools implemented a new state 
law that requires a “moment of silence” at the start of every 
school day. The law reads as follows: “in each public school 
classroom, the teacher-in-charge shall observe a brief period 
of silence with the participation of all the pupils at the open: 
ing of every school day. This period shall not be conducted as 
а religious exercise but shall be an opportunity for silent 
prayer or for silent reflection on the anticipated activities of 
theday" 

The newlegislation amends the Silent Reflection and Stu- 
dent Prayer Act that allowed public schools to provide, if so 
desired, a period of silent time. The new law requires such a 
brief period of silence for all students. 

The "moment" has not been specifically defined. Some 
schools provide 10 to 15 seconds while others a full minute. 
The actual length depends on what school authorities con- 
sider appropriate for each class level. 

The law was first passed last May but Illinois Gov. Rod 
Blagojevich vetoed the bill. His veto was overridden by the 
state assembly. 

As expected, the law faces a court challenge with opposi- 
tors claiming that the legislation was a thinly veiled ploy for 
school prayer. In fact an atheist activist and his daughter 
filed a lawsuit in the US District Court challenging the consti- 
tutionality of the law, contending that the “moment of si- 
lence" goes against the constitutional separation of church 
andstate. 

What the Philippine public school system needs right now 
are more classrooms, more qualified teachers and better 
schoolbooks. With so many students packed like sardines in- 
to our classrooms and teachers taking on heavier schedules, 
а “moment of silence” may be the last thing for considera- 
tion. But itis helpful and beneficial to be aware of develop- 
ments in school activities in other parts of the world. 


THEY SAID 


Invisible victims 

“Hardly have we built our hut when we have to 
move again, and sometimes we go back to our old huts 
and rebuild them and then we have to abandon them 
and flee again. And we begin to ask: Why, why, why? 
Why are we invisible to the rest of the world? Does the 
world outside ever care about us?" 
Magdalena Suhat, a member ofa minority group in Mindanao 
That has ben displaced many times by armed conflict 


The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 


The National Association of Philippine Newspapers 


pn 


Internal Anti-Ageing 


| 


10096 Natural and Organic Health Supplement 
with Alfalfa, Barley & Wheatgrass 
Nature's Super Anti-oxidants & Nutritional Powerhouses 


"nt B mercury drug sos momie 


sd ler epu 


m 


ABW. 


Leaves of Life 


án amm 


BFAD # 58387 


Imported and marketed by: Whealth Inc, Tol: (63 2) 524 6549 www.abwhealth.com TXT 4 INFO: 0916 741 0346 


А 


GOV. ED PANLILIO HAS PRESIDENT МАСА- 
pagal-Arroyo by her throat. He holds solid 
proof of the act of bribery—P500,000 in cold 
cash. Itaffirms the stinking bribery in the ZTE 
deal, the Beltran bribery and the bribery of 
the members of the Catholic Bishops Confer- 
ence of the Philippines. It indubitably estab- 
lishes that her administration is surviving 
through bribery. In fact, the men of faith have 
not been excluded from such deplorable as- 
заці 

Unsophisticated Juan de la Cruz is asking: 
When will the President be haled before the 
bar of justice? Impunity is the word that best 
describes the President's reign. 

The killings are unabated. Corruption is so 
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gross that the Philippines. TTE 
now occupies the top- pr 


most step in the ladder H 
of corruption. Govern- LETTERS f 
ment officials have no Les. 


compunction in openly ly- > 
ing before television. What а shameful admin- 
istration. 

The joke during Marcos’ time was: A janitor 
was asked what the problem of the Philippines 
was. The lowly janitor, in his blessed inno- 
cence, said: “Ikaw mismo, six” 

How about this time? 

М EMMANUEL C. FONTANILLA, 
3/P Gonzales Bldg., 
Pioneer Avenue, General Santos City 


UP profs deny disputing methane gas angle 


REGARDING THE NEWS ITEM “UP PROFS 
dispute methane gas angle” by TJ Burgonio 
(Inguinen, 10/24/07), we want to comment 
that the headline does not reflect the contents 
of the article. Rather, it fits another motive: To 
make the news more interesting. 

We are not disputing the methane gas angle 
orthe diesel fuel angle. The two substances are 
explosive substances under respective appro- 
priate conditions, as reported in many parts of 
the world. 


Given the extent of the damage in the Glori- 

etta blasts, we can list the conditions necessary 

for methane gas or diesel fuel explosions 

However, to avoid any controversy, we will just 

wait and accept the result of the investigation 
by the authorities. 

—WILFREDO I. JOSE, Ph.D., 

ERNESTO DELA CRUZ, Ph.D., 

professors, 

Department of Chemical Engineering, 

University of the Philippines 


"Twas the work of Santiago City, not Isabela 


THIS REFERS TO THE NEWS STORY “7M 
Pinoys stand up, speak out vs poverty" (Ix- 
quier, 10/19/07) by Cynthia D. Balana. The 
report stated that the Province of Isabela 
gathered 94,487 people to speak out against 
poverty. 

We could not believe what we read because 
it was the local government of Santiago City, 
under the leadership of Mayor Amelita 5 
Navarro, that gathered those people for the 
event. The city’s information office reported 
this number to the United Nations Information 


Center in the Philippines. 

А correction of the news account will be 
deeply appreciated. More than recognition, we 
want the truth. 

—CLARITAR. JAVIER, 
city cooperative development officer, 
Santiago City 

The story was based on a statement from the 

United Nations’ Makati office. 


—CYNTHIAD. BALANA, 
reporter, Inquirer 


Capalla, Mindanao bishops acting in prudence 


І JUST WANT TO COMMENT ON THE COL- 
umn of Conrado de Quiros titled “Sheep ain't 
lost, shepherds are.” (Inquirer, 10/25/07) 1 
found the article imprudent and judgmental. 

De Quiros accused Archbishop Fernando 
Capalla as “acting like a toady of the State 
rather than a prince of the Church." I find this 
remark very offensive and unfair to the good 
bishop. I don't know how De Quiros came up 
with the conclusion that Capalla's definition 
of thorough and impartial investigation is the 
same as Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo's defini- 
tion. 


1 saw nothing wrong when СараПа and 
18 other bishops from Mindanao said that 
the whole truth about the moral issue must 
be ascertained first before subjecting it to 
moral scrutiny and judgment. I believe that 
the bishops were just exercising enough 
prudence in order to be fair to the Presi- 
dent. 

The way I see it, De Quiros just maliciously 
misread the prudence of Bishop Capalla and 
the 18 bishops. 

—JOHN MARK BATU, 
mac macstillnew@yahoo.com 
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Ayala: Glorietta blast not caused by gas buildup 


From page Al 76 degrees Celsius and within specifi- adding that it was not near the diesel ground level,” he said. tance and supervision of the facilities,” 
jured more than а hundred, Ayala said: cation. tank. “if you look at how much structural Reyes said. With reports from Allison 
“Ar this point, we don't want to add ad- At the press conference, Ayala showed damage, with walls reinforced with W. Lopez and Nikko Dizon 
ditional hypotheses.” Open to other angles a threedimensional rendering of the concrete ... our experts feel that if 
He read out the assessment of Police said they were keeping an  basementwheretheblastwasbelievedto there was really gas explosion in 
Stephen Etheridge, a chartered scientist “open mind” on their investigation of have originated, and pointed out the lo- the basement, it would be difficult | 
ofthe United Kingdom's Science Council the deadly blast and had not ruled out cationsofthe two sump pits in one comer to explain what happened on the 
and an expert on biogas, and Burgoynes, anything, including a terrorist attack. and the diesel tanka few meters away. _ ground floor,” he said. 
an international consulting firm special- Asked why the methane gas theory “It is not a septic tank buta transfer He also reiterated that the com- — Industrial Automation 
izing in forensic probes of fires, explo- had become the most prominent pump,” he said. Each of the two sump pany was not negligent in the Ark : 
sions and engineering failure. among all the possible causes of the pits, which at 1.5 x 1.2 2.25 meters maintenance of the basement. "Be- Training in Manila 
These were some of their findings blast, Director Geary Barias, chief of “is no deeper than my own height,” cause we are ruling out methane SEMINAR ? 
(paraphrased for brevity): the National Capital Region Police Of- were two submersible pumps that dis- and diesel fumes as the source of internationally recognized certifi 
• Methane, one of two components fice, said it was because ofthe “sludge” charged the wastewater into the main the explosion, we don't think negli- 50% Hands-on training 
of biogas, could not have been pro- found in the basement of the mall. sewer line, he added. gence is relevant with respect to 
duced since it takes microorganisms 8 __ Barias thanked АШ for furnishing the Ayala said the second pump was for. these possibilities,” he said. + Industrial Pneumatics Nov. 12-16 
to 10 days to multiply to sufficient Philippine National Police with a copy of “backup, in case the main pump mal- Не said that the basement was 
quantities. The water in the basement із statement on its own findings before functioned.” actually under the direct control" Basic PLC Nov. 13-15 
sump pits was discharged to the city meeting the press. - of Makati Supermarket, . which 
sewers “several times a day.” The National Bureau of Investigation Curveina beam Бага landiewe ушта wih ° Moctotronis је 
e The accumulation of biogas, which also said it remained “open” to other an- ^ Asked to comment on reports that ALI, though both tenant and land- . Industrial Hydraulics. Nov. 19-23 
is20-percent less dense than air was un- gles should the evidence present itself the Philippine Bomb Data Center had lord were responsible for the ў 
likely “because it would have vented via although it stood by the gas explosion discovered the center of the explosion maintenance ofthe building. “Advance PLC Nov. 27 -29 
the large open stairwell leading to the theory ofthe PNP and found a “curve” in a beam that “АЦ and Makati Supermarket à 
delivery bay that is open to the: street.” Romulo Asis, chief of the NBI Anti- may indicate a bomb, Ayala said: “We are both involved in maintenance 
Biogas could not have been pre- Terrorism Division, said the unit had were at the site yesterday, and we ob- procedures. Makati Supermarket esa Ka a. 
sent because the personnel working in not completely dispelled other possi- served the beam in question.” contracts a maintenance firm and contact $ 
the basement did not smell hydrogen bilities in the probe of the Glorietta 2 “We understand that authorities аге ALI provides, through the exper- a No sperem tm m o 
sulfide, which is similar to the odor of blast. The NBI is part of the PNP-led looking at this very carefully and we tise of the Ayala Property Man- fare. 242011 
rotten eggs, and did not experience task force investigating the explosion. would encourage them to continue this agement Corp. technical assis. « Sw sasts-rh@ieriacom 
nausea, and eye or skin irritation on or Asis said the NBI probe was far from line of investigation,” he said. 
before the day of the blast. over because materials like electrical Ayala also emphasized the 
e Itis unlikely that a gas explosion in devices recently retrieved from the tremendous pressure re- 


the basement would have caused the se- basement were still under analysis. quired to cause the explosion 
vere damage observed in the loading bay that occurred at Glorietta. 
area because at the time of the blast, the Busted fuse “Our findings show that 


loading bay was open to the street. ‘Asked to comment on the photos of a there was quite a bit of pressure er „ай 
е The diesel tank suffered only “mi- busted fuse retrieved from the base- created in the basement. At the ЭЕ 1 
nor secondary damage,” with its roof de- ment, which some believe sparked the same time, there was quitea bit г СЕ 
forming and forming а weld, which is explosion, Emilio Tumbocon, president of damage in the ground floor 
“entirely consistent with it having been of Ayala Property Management Cor area, outside, and in the юай- FR EE 
caused as the result of the primary explo- said it was justa piece of old equipment. ing bay area,” he said. 
sion,” thus overpressure in the diesel tank “The fuse box shown in the papers to- “For that to occur, it would | DELIVE RY 
“could not have caused the damage” day is the fuse box of the old jack pump, have required 270 tons of НЕНИЯ 
e Upon testing by a major ой com- which has already been decommis- force ог 270 cars to push it up Fa er Stes а 
pany, the “flash point”—or the temper- sioned. It is not used anymore and was and lift a concrete slab 14 me- А یج‎ NG kaa н 
ature required for the combustion of replaced by a new jack pump,” he said. _ ters [into the air]. There was a Telefax: 421-7684" Mobile Мог: 0917-8801081 
vapor from a liquid--of the diesel fuel “с wasn't connected. That was а lot of pressure moving around MAJOR CREDIT. Website: www.dragonfireworks.com 
in the tank was found to be normal at fuse box from old equipment,” he said, both in the basement and ће | == CARDS ACCEPTED E-mail: dragonfireworks 888@yahoo.com 


Artists urged to condemn ... 


From page А! On whether the artists could file a case for 

tual right has been infringed. Ina way, its a violation of the: Intellectual Property Code, he 

form of censorship." said: "I can't answer that now. That involves 
Visual artist Nunelucio "Nune" Alvarado the law. There's a difference between artistic. 

D tue E Powerful Performance. 

tered it, that's immoral. That's a lack of re- Reyes said the alterations introduced by H 

spect fora work of art. Even ifyou pay fora another artist to the mural by the Angono Remarkable Convenience. 

Work, there should be respect for it." artists "should not be emulated by other 
The Neo-Angono Artists Collective has groups which commission pieces." 

condemned the alterations to the mural on |. 2 

press freedom initiated by the NPC without Sign manifesto 

the group's consent. Alvarado, 57, a visual artist since the 
The 8-foot x 32-foot painting, priced at 1970s, urged all artists to mobilize and sign 

P900,000, was installed at Headline Restau- а manifesto condemning the act. 

rant on the third floor of the NPC building at Reyes said he saw no problem with the 

the foot of Jones Bridge in Intramuros, Mani- NPC proposal for the artists to restore the 

la. It was unveiled by President Macapagal- mural to its original state. 

Arroyo on the club's 55th founding anniver-  Egco had said the artists could freely go to 
sary on Oct. 26. the NPC building and correct the “minor, tem- 
The Presidential Security Group (PSG) in- porary changes,” but the artists reiected this. 
spected the painting the day before the unveil- After all the alterations, is it still fit for 

ing, and questioned certain “leftist marks,” ас- viewing? 

cording to NPC director Joel Sy Egco. “There are two ways of looking at it. For 
This prompted the NPC president, Roy те to say that it's not fit for viewing does 

Mabasa, to call the Angono artists to re- not prevent the NPC from displaying it. 

touch the mural. Since none of them were There's nothing you can do because they 

available, he tapped another artist to re- own the painting,” Reyes said. 

touch the mural overnight, Mabasa said. “Since they are the owners, they can di 
‘The PSG denied influencing the club to play it. But, again, we go back to the po: 

retouch the mural The mural depicts a tion of the artists. The most you can do is 

man reading a newspaper in the midst of a make a public declaration that you had vio- 

crowd ona busy street. lated our personal expression," he said. 
‘The alterations included the replacement | 

ofthe International Federation of Journalists’ Spread the issue 

statement on a page of the paper being read Тһе artists have yet to decide whether to 

by the central figure. The statement was formalize their complaint with the Intellectual 

painted over with a bird, and the alibata Kon Property Office, or file a case against the NPC. 

the arm of the figure of Andres Bonifacio was “Аз of now, the stand of the group is to 

changed to a pierced heart. The alibata is ће spread the issue to the artist community 

native Filipino alphabet. and get their support. We want to anchor 
Other changes were: the issue on intellectual property rights be- 
• Replacing the headline of the newspa- cause this is a test case of [those] rights," 

per that Jose Rizal is holding, “Press Free- said Richard Gappi, Neo-Angono Artists 

dom Fighter's Son Abducted” with “Press Collective president. 

Freedom Fight Is On.” 


* Altering the faces of Edita Burgos and Open to dialogue SEIKO Kinetic Diver’s Watch 


her missing son Jonas. ‘The NPC, for its part, has remained open 
® Erasing the name of the National to a dialogue with the artists. Powered By The Movement Of Your Body. No Battery Change. 

Union of Journalists of the Philippines from _ "Thats what we've been telling the Neo. “Set & Forget” Convenience. 

abanner of demonstrators. We should hold a dialogue, and then per- 
® Making Randy David's hair and mus- fect the mural. I don't want the mural to 

tache longer. suffer. The mural is like a child of mine. 1 www.ssci.com.ph 

* Painting a beard and a mustache on Was the father, and they gave birth to it,” = 
the face of a man (depicted as columnist Said Egco, the project director. = LI THE BEST SERVICE FOR SEIKO & ALBA WATCHES AT THESE SEIKO SERVICE CENTERS 
Jun Mercado) seling ezz and balur, and "Pum Doy Ong was with ama SA a 
changing his hait color Fom white to Black, hard to conepraize, The mural i beauiful | рам RS, a crus an OT a MNA NONE gC ion C gi 

Reyes said an assistant of a muralist could авї is I just wished the parents perfected i WEE Gay Ne Аа C. GUI 206 pee 1098 Lav Toone Nar Tang EDSA c 
do the retouching, but with the "knowledge There's still room for corrections,” he added. North Ане. Q.C. Те (532) 916-6848 - CEBU : Lower Grd. Fir., SM City North Reclamation Area, Cebu City Tel (032) 232-0782 
and permission” of the original artists them. Саррі replied: “They have not even + J. Rodriguez Ву. Озтейа Boulevarso |, Cebu Сау TeL(032) 259-6906 
selves called us to show their sincerity.” 

"The final end-result must have the im- Yesterday, Egco said he did not say that it 
primatur and stamp of approval of the was the PSG guards who ordered the alter- From SEIKO WATCH CORPORATION 
artists,” he added. ations. He also said he wasn't around when 

5 the PSG inspected the NPC premises, in- 
Censorship cluding the mural, on Oct. 25. 

Reyes, who read the story and saw the al- “I was just told [that they were there]. 1 
terations, said he agreed completely with wasn't there [during the inspection]," ће auf К 
the Angono artists that the alterations меге said in a text message. Wunde and Codes TM 
а form of censorship, and showed a lack of _ In an interview with the INQUIRER on Sat- teun eray esent Retreats (ох 
respect for the integrity of an artwork. urday, Egco said the PSG had found some yoga hideaway Dream is 

“They can’t take it back because the NPC images in the painting too leftist, and this not а dream Accompanie- 
owns the work. It's enough that they have caused the NPC to ask the Angono artists to F3: =a World Cup fina: 


made a public declaration condemning the retouch them. Expr Japanese дош отт 7 ным at у ЕТО Servis Conter and 
act,” he said, when asked about recourses Because the artists were not available, E & authorized Dealers nationwide 
обуће artis. shar lane DE kms C D. э AIDA, " i 
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From page Al 


and 18, respectively. 

The social worker told a col- 
league who informed Quezon 
City Parks Development Foun- 
dation Inc. (QCPDFI) chair 
Charito Planas. 

Planas was touched by the 
boys brave admission and 
asked to meet with them. She 
felt hope for them because they 
still had a conscience and 
helped them go back to school. 

Now, Jeffrey is at the top of 
his high school sophomore class 
at the Culiat Annex school, 
while Bernard is taking a voca- 
tional course in air-condition- 
ing repair. 

“We now have plans for our 
lives," Bernard says in Filipino 
as Jeffrey nods in assent. 

In the past, the boys worked 
as jeepney barkers at Philcoa 
and Tandang Sora avenues in 
Quezon City. 


So much distrust 

Jeffrey says they used to hate 
the rich because “they distrust 
us so much, We go near them 
and they avoid us.” 

In one incident, he overheard 
an overprotective mother tell 
her young child: “Get away 
from him. He's a snatcher.’ We 
"were always insulted by the rich 
and looked down upon.” 

Jeffrey says the few coins 
they earned as barkers they 
used to buy solvent or a bowl of 
rice swimming in beef or chick- 
en stock. If they were still hun- 
gry, they would steal food from 
tables inside fast-food restau- 
rants momentarily left unat- 
tended by customers. 

Bernard says they usually 
slept at the circle. 

Asked where in the park they 
used to sleep, he answers in 
jest: "We have a very big man- 
sion here,” gesturing at the 
vastness of the park. 

Their aversion toward the 
"rich" was somewhat reduced 
when they met volunteer social 
workers from Assumption Col- 
lege. 

“We used to insult them. We 
told them that they should 
avoid us like the other rich peo- 
ple. But they did not give up. 
They showed us that not all 


uS = gai 


Memorial Circle. 


rich people are snobs,” Jeffrey 
says. 

Tt was the Assumption volun- 
teers who introduced them to 
Child Hope, a nongovernmen- 
tal organization helping chil- 
dren get off the streets. 

Faith Elahe, Child Hope so- 
cial worker and street educator, 
met the boys early this year. 


had already sold the phones} 
and had no means of [getting 
them back] or returning them 
[to the owners], they said they 
wanted to change,” says Elahe, 
who arranged the boys’ meeting 
with the QCPDFI chair. 

Planas asked the boys what 
they wanted out of life. Jeffrey 
said he wanted to finish high 
school, while Bernard said he 
wanted to get a job. 

Planas learned from Elahe 
that Jeffrey came from a dys- 
functional family and was 
forced to stop school because 
his parents could no longer af-. 
ford his education. 

She offered to send him to 
Culiat Annex. During the first 
few months, she discovered he 
was a smart boy. 

"His grades were not that 
high then but I told him that if 
he pulled up his grades, 1 could 


says. 


class. 


a 
Touched by sincerity 

Jeffrey and Bernard were зо 
touched by the apparent sin- 
cerity of Child Hope, they ex- 
pressed remorse and con- 
fessed to having stolen cellular 
phones from visitors to the 
Quezon Memorial Circle. They 
said they did it to help a third 
accomplice, who needed the 
money to buy medicine for a 
sick parent, 

“They really wanted to return 
the cell phones but since [they 


get him a scholarship and put 
him through college,” Planas 


At the end of the third grad- 
ing period, Jeffrey went to 
Planas" office with his report 
card. He was at the top of his 


“I want to take up civil engi- 

neering, then maybe buy myself 
mansion,” 

Bernard dreams of getting a job 

and starting a family. 


Second chance 

Misfortune hounded Michael 
Burgos, 31, and his common- 
law wife Jill Cruz, 18, and their 
S-month-old daughter Maria 
Crystal before life gave them а 
second chance at the Quezon 
Memorial Circle. 

Burgos used to work as a se- 
curity guard but lost his job be- 
cause the agency he belonged 
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MICHAEL Burgos, his wife Jill Cruz and their 9-month-old daughter Crystal take temporary shelter in а men's rest room at the Quezon 


legally. 
“1 could not find 


tried construction 
wanted to employ 
Burgos, adding that 


Jeffrey says. 


Neither could the 


ship. 


says Burgos, adding 


him. 


City. At one point, 


to turned out to be operating il- 


could help my family survive. I 


ended up being a scavenger be- 
cause without papers, nobody 


night security agency refused to 
surrender his credentials 


turn to their families who were 
strongly against the relation- 


“I love my wife and I cannot 
bear being separated from her,” 


family was willing to take her 
back on condition that she left 


So they moved from place to 
place, their belongings in plas- 
tic bags, reaching as far as Pasay 
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uezon Memorial Circle 


agri sleeping at the Luneta where 
most of their possessions were 
stolen, prompting them to find 
a safe place to stay. 

After Maria Crystal was born 
in February, they moved to the 
circle. They begged for alms in 
the day and slept in the park at 
night. They did this for three 
months until a park employee 
convinced them to approach 
Planas. 

The QCPDFI chair initially of- 
fered Burgos a job with the 
barangay but eventually told 
him to rent one of the rest 
rooms in the park as a conces- 
sionaire. 

Planas also allowed the 
homeless family to live in the 
men's rest room near the park's 
food court until they could find 
а place of their own. 

"I now have a source of income 
and a place to live ... until we can 
bounce back," Burgos says. 


Mama Planas 

Samantha Grace Planas 
Maceda was abandoned by her 
mother at the Quezon Memori- 
al Circle when she was just 2 
months old. This was in 2000. 

Maceda now considers 
Planas her mother. 

Planas says the child, now 7 
years old, has grown up to be a 
well-rounded individual who is 
wise beyond her years. 

The QCPDFI chair says that 
although Maceda is not inter- 
ested in going back to her bio- 
logical mother, the little girl is 
curious about the identity of her 
parents. 

“Itold her T know the name of 
her mother but I cannot tell her 
because I made a promise,” 
Planas says, adding that the 
child's mother had called up the 
QCPDFI at least three times. 

Maceda's mother had asked 
Planas for one thing: “Please 
take good care of my daughter." 

This is something Planas has 
been doing since Maceda was 
left in her care. 

“She can carry her own in a 
conversation with adults and is 
never shy talking with public of- 
ficials, including Mayor (Feli- 
ciano) Belmonte,” Planas says. 

She adds that Maceda once 
told her: "Mama, I will be presi- 
dent.” 
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a job that 


work and 


me," says 
the fly-by- 


couple re- 


that Cruz's 


they were 


Fairy-tale ending ... 


From page А! 


and bandaged, but each with his own life. 

Tho tale captivated the public and gener- 
ated headlines around the globe, 

“Dateline NBC" chronicled the boys’ Jour- 
ney; one newspaper hailed the surgeons пя 
miracle doctors; and the twins mother, Ar- 
lene Aguirre, appeared on CNN and on the 
“Today” show. 

She repeatedly expressed her gratitude 
for the medical care, attention and good 
wishes her children received at the Chil- 
dren's Hospital at Montefiore Medical Cen- 
ter in the Bronx, 

‘And always, she smiled. 

Four years later, the cameras are gone, 
but the Aguirres are not. The twins need 
more surgery, and It can only be performed 
here, 

‘And Arlene is alone, contemplating the 
uncertainties of the future and struggling to 
care for her boys, who are still in diapers 
even though they are 5. 

Carl can speak a few words, but they are 
often unintelligible, and he cannot walk on 
his own because of an impaired left side; he 


crawls with his right knee and arm, drag- 
ging his limp left limbs as he moves about 
the house, 

Clarence can walk and talk, though his 
speech ls somewhat garbled, 

‘The boys do not ent well, so they must be 
fed all night, every night, Liquid food Is 
pumped Into thelr bodies through tubes Ar- 
lene attaches to an opening in thelr bellies, 

‘There аго also financial concerns: ‘The 
family lives in a home managed by a chari- 
1y, and Arlene ls not sure how much longer 
they will be allowed to stay, 

If the donations that have supported 
them dry up, she wonders, how Is she going 
to provide for her sons since, as a visitor 
from abrond, she is not allowed го work? 

What If thelr visas are not renewed and 
they are forced to return to the Philippines, 
where they lived in a poor village with no 
electricity, before doctors can close the 
holes left in the boys’ skulls? 

* guess nobody really think, If ever we're 
going to live in a community, how we're go- 
ing to survive," she sald, struggling to ex- 
press herselfin English. Мем York Times 
News Service 


Jammers cut off ... 


From page Al 


20-something woman who, he said, was 
“blabbing away" into her phone. 

“She was using the word ‘ike’ all the 
time, She sounded like a valley girl,” said 
the architect, Andrew, who declined to give 
his last name because what he did next was 
illegal. 

Andrew reached into his shirt pocket and 
pushed a button on a black device the size 
of a cigarette pack. It sent out a powerful 
radio signal that cut off the chatterer's cell 
phone transmission—and any others in a 
30-foot radius, 

"She kept talking into her phone for 
about 30 seconds before she realized there 
мав no one listening on the other end,” he 
said. His reaction when he first discovered 
he could wield such power? “Oh, holy 
тоју! Deliverance.” 

“The technology is not new, but overseas ex- 
porters of jammers say demand is rising and 
they are sending hundreds of them a month 
into the United States—prompting scrutiny 
from federal regulators and new concern this 
week from the cell phone industry. 

The buyers include owners of cafés und 


hair salons, hoteliers, public speakers, the- 
ater operators, bus drivers and, increasing- 
1y, commuters on public transportation. 

The development is creating a battle for 
control of the airspace within earshot. And 
the damage is collateral, Insensitive talkers 
impose thelr racket on the defenseless, 
while Jammers punish not Just ће offender, 
but also more discreet chatterers, 

‘The Jamming technology works by send- 
ing out a radio signal so powerful that 
phones are overwhelmed and cannot com 
municate with cell towers. The range varles 
from several feet to several yards, and the 
devices cost from $50 to several hundred 
dollars, Larger models сап be left on to cre- 
ate ano-call zone, 

Using the Jammers is Шева! in the United 
States, The radio frequencies used by cell 
phone carriers are protected, Just like those. 
used by television and radio broadcnsters. 

The Federal Communication Commis- 
slon says people who use cell phone јат. 
mers could be fined up to $11,000 for a first 
offense, Its enforcement bureau has prose- 
cuted a handful of American companies for 
distributing the gadgets—and it also pur- 
sues their users. New York Times 
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GMA allies to hold 
‘people’s congress’ 
against junta plan 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—SUPPORTERS OF PRESI- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo in her home province of Pam- 
panga are convening a “People’s Congress for Unity and 
Peace" tomorrow to counter calls to establish a junta on 
the heels of recent corruption scandals hounding her 
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certain personalities have allowed 
themselves, either out of naivete or 
ambition, to be part of this desper- 
ate cabal.” 

Asked whether he was support- 
ing Ms Arroyo, Panlilio said: "I am 
pro-truth. I also ran as an indepen- 
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administration. 


“The recent call of [former Vice 
President] Teofisto Guingona [Jr] 
and a few bishops to dismantle the 
current democratic institutions in 
favor of a junta is shocking as it is 
nauseating,” said a draft of the 
congress’ manifesto, 

Secretary Edgardo Pamintuan, 
chair of the Subic-Clark Alliance for 
Development Council, and Alex 
Cauguiran, chair of the Progressive 
and Responsive Organization for 
Genuine Leadership, Outstanding 
Reform Initiative and Action (Pro- 
Gloria), have initiated the congress, 
sources said. 

Pamintuan and Cauguiran are 
both presidential appointees. 

In separate interviews, Pamintu- 
an and Cauguiran said they expect- 
ed the “reconciliation and peace 
campaign” to snowball in other 
partsof the country. 

‘The draft manifesto cited the eco- 
nomic strides made under Ms Ar- 
тоуо, describing the economy to be 
"on the upswing." 


Even as the congress called for 
unity, Pampanga's highest official, 
Gov. Eddie Panlilio, appeared to 
have been shut out of the event. 

Sources said some convenors 
questioned his presence in the 
congress owing to his revelation 
that he received P500,000 in Mala- 
сайап on Oct. 11. 

"Iwas not invited to the congress. 
If they were really calling for unity 
as they claimed, why did they not 
invite me or others who cared to lis- 
ten? This does not help in unity- 
building," Panlilio, a Catholic priest 
on leave, said. 

San Fernando Mayor Oscar Ro- 
driguez has asked that his name be 
removed from the list of convenors 
because, according to an official 
close to him, the official had object- 
ed to a statement in the congress’ 
draft. 

The source said Rodriguez felt 
that Panlilio was among those being 
alluded to by this statement: "It also 
saddens us that here in Pampanga, 


dent and I wanted to maintain my 
independence. 1 respect their deci- 
sion to show support for the Presi- 
dent because that’s the sense of 
some of our kabalen (province 
mates). Thats understandable.” 

He added: “Tam definitely against 
a military junta because the [League 
of Provinces of the Philippines] in its 
last caucus concurred that we would 
follow the rule of law [in the latest 
impeachment try against the Presi- 
dent]. I think that is the more appro- 
priate process.” 

Candaba Mayor Jerry Pelayo, 
spokesperson of the Pampanga 
Mayors’ League, said Panlilio had 
been invited to the congress. 

“Hinihintay namin siya. Lahat in- 
vited dun. (We're waiting for him. 
Everybody is invited) It is for unity" 
he said. 

As for the part in the statement 
that alluded to Panlilio, Pelayo said: 
“Iba ang nag-draft nun. Wala yun. 
Wala yun. (It was drafted by anoth- 
er person. That part is not there 
anymore)." Tonette Orejas, Inquir- 
erCentral Luzon 
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PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—ANTIMINING 
candidates in last week's barangay elec- 
tions swept promining rivals in an intensely 
fought contest in Brooke's Point, Palawan, 
where two large-scale nickel mining pro- 
Jects are starting out. 

Campaigning on a platform to oppose 
the projects, the antimining bloc won in all 
six barangays covered by mining projects of 
MacroAsia Corp. and Ipilan Nickel Mining 
Corp., according to Vice Mayor Jean Feli- 
ciat 

Feliciano, herself installed by antimining 
votes in the May polls, told the INQUIRER 
that the barangay elections were “most in- 
tense” in areas where the mining compa- 
nies were operating. 

Both MacroAsia and Ipilan were on the 


exploration stage and needed local en- 
dorsements of their projects to secure per- 
mits. 

“We won by a landslide in Ipilan and 
edged the incumbent promining candidate 
in Maasin by a single vote. It was a triumph 
of public resolve to protect the environ- 
ment,” Feliciano said. 

Ipilan, the largest barangay with over 
3,000 registered voters and host to Ipilan 
Nickel Mining Corp., a subsidiary of Atlas 
Consolidated Mining and Development 
Corp., voted overwhelmingly for an anti- 
mining crusader, Jonathan Lagrada, who 
went up against incumbent and Association 
of Barangay Captains chair Efren Bal- 
monte. 

Balmonte earlier led a petition to 
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Antimining bloc sweeps polls 
in 6 southern Palawan villages 


block the declaration of Mt. Mantalinga- 
han as a protected area, a move which 
Feliciano claimed was instigated by min- 
ing companies which wanted to en- 
croach into the reserve for their future 
operations. 

A Tagbanua indigenous leader, Panglima 
Quirino Tanogan, won in Barangay Sarasa, 
also а mining site of Ipilan Nickel. 

“The mining companies did everything 
to retain the incumbent barangay captains 
whom they have coopted to support the 
mining projects,” Feliciano claimed. 4 

The Iuguiren asked MacroAsia's vice presi- 
dent for mining operations, Rufu Cabanlig, to 
comment on the poll outcome in Brooke's 
Point but got no response. Redempto Anda, 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 
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Group, tribe leader hail 
mining moratorium 


CITY OF MATI, DAVAO ORIEN- companies to this city. 
TAL—An environmentalist “The moratorium order will 
group and leader of the Man- restore peace and orderin these 
daya tribe hailed the decision of areas. And the people must sup- 
Gov. Corazon Malanyaon to im- portit," Salomia added. 
pose a mining moratorium in Melinda Tecson, a leader of 
Lupon and Banaybanay towns. the Mandaya, said the order 
х = “It is the best thing to do—to had significantly stopped the 
= impose mining moratorium in violence in the mining areas. 
f Courses Offered: these areas—to stop the vio- _ Malanyaon issued the order to 
BS Aeronautical Engineering BS Tourism Management кыс М убара Ию E A 
a = move of Governor Malanyaon,” _ lives of many people who go after 
BS Air Transportation BS Hotel and Restaurant Management said Fr Medardo Salomia, each other for gold and nickel 
BS Aircraft Maintenance Technology В Airline Business Administration Бл М эйи нр EHE lly kaya н рЫ 
кө T ee Interfaith Movement for Peace the ongoing anarchy in these 
BS Avionics Technology Aircraft Technician Course - 2yr course Empowerment and Develop- minerals-rich towns,” Malan- 
Computer subjects integrated in all courses ment which actively opposed yaon said. Ferdinand Zuasola, 
— — —— шу the entry of large-scale mining Inquirer Mindanao 
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3 dead, 7,000 families 
displaced in Sulu fire 


DAVAO CITY—THREE PER- Maj. Gen. Reuben Rafael, 
sons were killed while severai Task Force Comet chief, said 
others were injured in a five- military patrol boats were 
hour fire that hit Siasi, Sulu, dispatched to help evacuate 
ataround4 p.m. on Saturday. the injured victims. 

Hadja Jainab Abdulmajid, An emergency medical 
Sulu disaster coordinating team was also organized to 
center chief, said two Marine help them, Amilasan said 
soldiers were among those _ Rafael said that based on 
injured. initial investigation, ahe fire 

Abdulmajid said 7,000 stared from a stall selling 
families were displaced from gasoline. 
the affected areas of Siasi The lack of water supply 
poblacion, North Laud and contributed to the difficulty 
South Laud. їп putting off the fire, he said. 

A gasoline station was _ Sending more firefighters 
among those razed, Under- from other towns was also 
secretary Amilbahar Amilasan difficult as Siasi, an island 
of the Office of the Presiden- town, is about three hours of 
tial Adviser on the Peace Pro- travel from Jolo, officials 
cess (OPAPP) for Basilan, Sulu said. Julie Alipala, Inquirer 
and Tawi-tawi, reported. Mindanao 


NEWSBRIEFS 
Village chair killed in isabela 
ILAGAN, ISABELA—A village chair was shot and killed by suspected com- 
munist rebels on Oct. 31 in San Mariano town. Chief Insp. Antonio Marallag 
Jr., provincial police investigation and intelligence chief, said Dibuluan village 
chalr Nicolas Collado died from three bullet wounds in the head and body. 
The official was attacked by suspected New People's Army rebels in his 
house. 

Collado was serving his third term and did not run for any position in the 
Oct. 29 barangay elections, reports said. In a statement, Vic Balligi, 
spokesperson of the NPA's Reynaldo Piñon Command, said rebels killed Col- 
lado for "blood debts to the people.” 

Villamor Visaya Jr. Inquirer Northern Luzon 


Oil depots in commercial area 

GENERAL SANTOS CITY—Giant oil firms Chevron, Petron and Sheli have 
asked the city government for a 10-year extension of their oil depots in 
Barangay Bula. 

Under the city's zoning ordinance passed in 1990, Bula was identified as a 
commercial area. With the passage of the ordinance, the ой depots were 
considered risks and that the oil companies were given until March next year 
to relocate. 

Mark Quebral, spokesperson for Chevron, warned that the closure of the 
depots would affect fuel supply in many Central Mindanao areas. 

Mayor Pedro Acharon Jr. said the city government is mandated by law to 
enforce the ordinance. Aquiles Z. Zonio, Inquirer Mindanao 


Diarrhea outbreak in Davao Sur; 6 dead 

DON MARCELINO, DAVAO DEL SUR--At least six children, aged 4 to 6 
years, have died since Oct. 29 as government officials continued to cope 
with a diarrhea outbreak in several villages here. - 

Mayor John Johnson said 60 others were affected by the disease that 
could have been caused by contaminated water. Most of the victims were 
residents of the hinterland village of Lamidan, which is predominantly popu- 
lated by Manobo and Tagakaulo natives. 

Dr. Darwin Trinidad, a physician at the Malita district hospital, said he had 
ordered the municipal health office to trace the source of the disease to pre- 
vent more people from getting ill. Orlando Dinoy, Inquirer Mindanao 


3 nabbed for marijuana 

SULOP, DAVAO DEL SUR—Three persons were arrested here on Tuesday 
after police authorities found marijuana plants inside the compound they 
were staying in. 

Sulop police chief Insp. Wilfredo Racoma said that aside from the five ful- 
ly grown marijuana plants, the suspects also yielded packets of dried mari- 
juana leaves. 

Racoma said charges had already been filed against the suspects, who 
‘were detained at the town jail. Orlando Dinoy, Inquirer Mindanao 


Water rates up in Misamis Occ. 
OZAMIZ CITY—Water rates in Misamis Occidental have gone up by P30 ef- 
fective Oct. 1, the fourth increase in six years. 

With the increase, a minimum consumption of 10 cubic meters per 
month now costs P220 from its September level of P190. 

Ferdinand Revelo, general manager of the Misamis Occidental Water Dis- 
trict (MOWD), said the rate increase was covered by a resolution from the 
Local Water Utilities Administration (LWUA), the government agency that 
regulates the operation of water districts nationwide. 

He said MOWD badly needed fresh funds so it could pay the interest and 
amortization of its P35 milion loan from the LWUA. 

‘Ryan Rosauro, Inquirer Mindanao 


Minister’s killer facing homicide raps 

COTABATO CITY—Police authorities in Kidapawan City have filed homicide 
charges against the confessed killer of a Jesus is Lord Movement minister 
lastweek. 

Ronnie Arong, of Barangay Perez and active member of the JIL Move- 
ment, surrendered to police, claiming his conscience had been bothering 
him. 

He owned up to the Oct. 26 killing of JIL minister Martin Ambong but he 
declined to say what pushed him to commit the crime. 

Ambong's body, which had multiple stab wounds, was found inside the 
JIL retreat house in Kidapawan City. 

Edwin O. Fernandez, Inquirer Mindanao 


3 arrested for theft in Laguna 

CAMP VICENTE LIM, LAGUNA—Three men were arrested shortly after they 
reportedly broke into the house of a wealthy businessman in a subdivision in 
‘Sta. Rosa City on Thursday. 

‘Supt. Sergio Dimandal, spokesperson of the Calabarzon police, said po- 
lice confiscated from the suspects a 9-mm pistol, several picklocks, knives 
and a motorcycle allegedly used in the nefarious activity. 

Dimandal said the three were members of a local Akyat Bahay syndicate 
whose modus operandi was to ransack houses left by their occupants. 

The suspects are detained at the Sta. Rosa police jail while cases of rob- 
bery, illegal possession of firearms and violation of the election gun ban are 
being prepared against them. ‘Marlon Ramos, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


Truck falls off Batangas bridge; | killed 
CAMP VICENTE LIM, LAGUNA—A driver was killed while two agents of the 
police Criminal Investigation and Detection Group (CIDG) based here were 
seriously hurt when the truck they were riding in fell off a bridge in San Jose, 
Batangas, on Oct. 31. 

Batangas police director Senior Supt. David Quimio identified the lone fa- 
tality as Benerando David, 37, of Kumintang Ibaba, Batangas City. 

Injured were РОЗ Edwin Castor, a member of the CIDG-Calabarzon, and 
Rommel Piamonte, a CIDG civilian agent. 

Quimio said David was trapped between the crushed metal part of the 
truck and died on the spot. 

It took more than two hours before firemen and rescuers plucked Castor 
and Piamonte out of the vehicle, he said. 

Marlon Ramos, Inquirer Southern Luzon 
i , г 
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2,000 troops beef up anti-NPA drive 


By Nestor P. Burgos jr. Panay, Negros, Bohol, Cebu and Army (NPA) frontsin Central and An additional 182 soldiers 
Inquirer Visayas Siquijor, but Negrosis considered Western Visayas. Panay has four were sent to Negros, 140 to Cebu 
atop priority in the Army's coun- guerrilla fronts while Cebu and and Bohol, and 173 to Panay. 
ILOILO CITY—THE ARMY IS terinsurgency operations in the Bohol Islands have one each, he NPA rebels have stepped up 
deploying around 2,000 troops, Visayas. said. their offensives in recent years, 
including 1,000 mili Four Cafgu companies will al- The militia units will maintain including attacks on cell sites and 
the Visayas to beef up its cam- so be deployed in Negros Occi- the militarys presence in areas raids on town halls and isolated 
paign against communist dental, two companies in Bohol declared “cleared” from rebel in- military and police posts. 
rebels. and a company in Cebu, Narcise fluence so that the regular troops In Sorsogon, the NPAs Jose 
Maj. Gen. Jovenal Narcise, said. and battalions can be transferred Rapsing Command in Masbate 
commander of the Army's 3rd In- ^ The militias had just complet- tootherrebelinfluencedareas. — owned up to the Oct. 29 attack 
fantry Division, said seven com- ed а four-month Basic Military The 3rd ID aims to “clear” on the Globe cellsite on Ticao Is- 
panies of the Citizens’ Armed Training at the 3rd ID headquar- northern Cebu of its remaining land in the province. 
Forces Geographical Unit ters at Camp Macario Peralta in NPA Front Committee by the end A certain Val Silang, who intro- 
(Cafgu) with 1,091 personnel Jamindan, Capiz. of the year and also а FrontCom- duced himself as the command 
would be deployed in three Narcise said their places of as- mittee in Bohol within the peri- spokesperson of NPA-Masbate, 
provinces in the region, signment were the main priority od. said it was part of a nationwide 
The division will also deploy at in the intemal security operation __ А Cafgu company will then be campaign of the rebel group. 
least two battalions in Negros Is- of the 3rd ID for 2007 until next deployed in Northern Cebu and On Oct. 13, NPA rebels raided 
land as part of its plan to crush year two companies in Bohol, he said. and torched a Globe Telecommu- 
the insurgency before 2010. А Panay is considered а sec- Тһе 3rd ID in June deployed nications cell site in Camarines 
battalion is composed of around ondary priority. around 500 troops or their equiv- Sur With a report from Bobby 
500 soldiers. Narcise said Negros accounts alent to а battalion of soldiers in Labalan, Inquirer Southern Lu- 
The unit covers the islands of for half of the 12 New People's Western and Central Visayas. лоп 
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Sale Period: October 31 to November 6, 2007 
Travel Period: November 19, 2007 to January 31, 2008 
Promo is non-refundable. 


Guangzhou 
Xiamen 


Bangkok 
Hong Kong* 
Kuala Lumpur 
Macau 


Jakarta 
Singapore* 
Shanghai 


M drect Rotts tom Maria 
~ Aso win rec igh ol tom Cetu 


MEO ONES Til C EES RARE 


Cebu to Bacolod or Iloilo 
Manila to Laoag + Legaspi 


Cebu to Cagayan de Oro * Clark * Davao * Kalibo 
Puerto Princesa • Zamboanga 


Davao to Zamboanga 

Manila to Bacolod + Cebu • Dumaguete > Iloilo 

Kalibo * Puerto Princesa * Roxas * Tacloban * Tagbilaran 
Manila to Boracay (Caticlan) NEW! 

Cebu to Boracay (Caticlan) NEW! 


Manila to Butuan • Cagayan de Oro * Cotabato 
Davao • Dipolog • General Santos • Zamboanga 


PESO 


CEBU PACIFIC IS THE NO. 1 DOMESTIC AIRLINE! 


MOST DOMESTIC DESTINATIONS - MOST DOMESTIC FLIGHTS - MOST DOMESTIC ROUTES - NEWEST PLANES 
MOST DOMESTIC PASSENGERS FLOWN * LOWEST YEAR-ROUND FARES 


a ful ме surcharge Tanga Кот USO 26 lo USD 4 


CEBU PACIFIC AIR.COM 


Call (02) 70-20-888 or visi 


nt nearest you. 
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ALASKA Aces' Sonny Thoss makes sure Welcoat's Rob Wainright won't escape his defense in 


yesterday's PBA game at the Cuneta Astrodome. 


комин 


а Паге 
Giants гош 
sinebra Kings 


GAMES WEDNESDAY (Cuneta Astrodome) 
435 p.m--Alr21 vs Sta. Lucia 
720pm—Red Bull vs Talk N Text 


By June Navarro 


‘THE PUREFOODS TJ GIANTS SURVIVED 
a brutal encounter against the Barangay 
Ginebra Kings before running away with 
а 103-76 victory to keep their unblem- 
ished record in the Smart-PBA Philippine 
Cup last night at the Cuneta Astrodome. 

Peter June Simon scored most of his 27 
points in the final half to rip the game wide 
open after the Giants endured several tech- 
nical fouls, an ejection and a fistfight 
brought about by several let-go plays. 

Brandon Cablay of Purefoods and 
Ronald Tubid of Ginebra tangled on the 
floor following a wayward elbow that hit 
Cablay on the kisser with the Giants ahead, 
86-59, with eight minutes remaining in the 
third period. 

Officials and players from both sides in- 
tervened to stop the melee, which could 
fetch a slew of suspensions and fines. 

With a fifth straight triumph, Purefoods 
eclipsed its previous record of winning the 
first four games of the conference accom- 
plished 16 years ago when most of the Gi- 
ants were still learning the fundamentals of 
the game. 

“Its nice to be а part of history but there's 


no reason for us to be jubilant,” said Pure- 
foods coach Ryan Gregorio, "There's still so 
much to be done to get us to the champi- 
onship.” 

The Kings, who lost their fourth straight 
for 1-4 record, lost Mark Macapagal, who 
was ejected for complaining excessively fol- 
lowing a non-call by the referees late in the 
third. 

Earlier, the Alaska Aces pounced on the 
sluggish Nic Belasco and the restof the Wel- 
coat Dragons to carve out a methodical 73- 
60 win. 

Belasco came up with his worst output so 
far against his former team, tallying only 
four points on 1-of-8 shooting. 


First Game 

ALASKA Т3—Мйег 14, Ferriols 11, Dela Cruz9, Carla- 
508, Bono 6, Quinahan 6, Hugnatan 6, Cortez 6, Thoss 3, 
Capus 2, Cabatu 2. 

WELCOAT 60—Wainwright 18, De Vance 11, Reyes 
11, Lopez 7, Arana 6, Belasco 4, Dulay 3, Ibanes 0, 
Bagulono, Sta, Мала 0, Mente 0. 

‘Quarters: 15-11, 43-33, 65-51, 79-60. 

Second Game 

PUREFOODS 103—Simon 27, Adducul 16, Yap 13, 
Raymundo 8, Cablay 7, Lanete 6, Sanz 5, Salvador 5, 
Larong 4, Pingris 4, Yap 4, Yee 4. 

GINEBRA 76—Tubid 11, Reavis 10, Holper 8, Апай! 8, 
Salvacion 8, Aquino 7, Helterbrand 7, Escalona 6, Macapa- 
9216, Mamaril5, Lao 0. 

Quarters: 25-19, 51-30, 77-53, 103-76. 


Tigresses enter semis, 
Lyceum remains in hunt 


GAMES TOMORROW (The Arena) 
3pm—FEU vs SSC 
5pm—Ateneo vs La Salle 


UNIVERSITY OF SANTO TOMAS CLAIMED 
the third semifinal seat yesterday, beating 
stubborn Adamson, 25-15, 17-25, 25-18, 
25-23, in the 2007 Shakey's V-League wom- 
en's volleyball second conference at The 
Arena in San Juan. 

The first conference champion's 1- 
2 punch Venus Bernal and Mary 
Jean Balse tossed in 17 and 
16 points, respectively, as 
the Tigresses joined the San „| 
Sebastian Lady Stags and 
Ateneo Lady Eagles in the 
carryover semifinals with 
their 4-1 slate. 

Adamson dropped to 3-3, 
failing for the second / z 
straight game to make the 


semis outright. 
Lyceum, needing a vic- 
tory to stay in the hunt, 


nipped also-ran Letran in UST'sBalse 


the opener, 6-25, 25-20, 25-17, 23-25, 15- 
13. 
Itwas only the Lady Pirates’ second victo- 
xy in six games but it kept them in the race 
for one of the two remaining 
L y semis berths. 
ў \ For Lyceum to force at least 
‚ а playoff for the last finals 
seat, it must beat UST in 
its final elimination as- 
signment on Friday Nov. 9, 
and hope that Adamson 
drops its final match to La 
Salle on Nov. 13. 

An automatic semis seat 
also awaits the Lady Pirates 
if they beat the Tigresses 
and the Lady Archers lose at 

least two of their last three 
matches. 

The Lady Pirates recovered 

from a slow start by taking the 

second and third sets and appeared 

headed for a trouble-free win until 

the Lady Knights fought back to 


ADEAGU send the match into a deciding set, 
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Participants from member countries and organiza- 
tions, local government units, national government 
agencies, non-government organizations and peo- 
ples organizations will gather in Manila for the 
8th Cities Alliance Public Policy Forum hosted by 
the Philippines through the Housing and Urban De- 
velopnent Coordinating Council (HUDCO). 


The Forum is the Cities Alliance's venue for en- 
gaging city practitioners, national government rep- 
resentatives, development partners and the re- 
search community to discuss the challenges and 
opportunities of an urbanizing world. 


T year, the Forum centers on the theme "Lever- 
aging Resources for Liveable Cities" 


The three-day event kicks off with a dinner-recep- 
tion at the Malacafiang Palace оп November 5 


„hosted by President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. 


The Opening Ceremonies at the Crowne Plaza Gal- 
leria Manila will be preceded by the CA members' 
site visits to housing projects in Muntinlupa City, 
Marikina City, and Cabuyao, Laguna. 


The Forum proper will focus on three main topics: 
the City Development Strategies Program (CDS), 
Mainstreaming Access to Financing for Local Au- 
thorities and Stakeholders for Urban Development 
and Slum Upgrading, and Institutionalizing Col- 
laboration and Leveraging Mechanisms. 


Vice President Noli De Castro, chairman of the 
HUDCC, said the Forum provides a great opportu- 
nity for Philippine cities and people's organiza- 
tions to link up with prospective development 
partners. , 


“This event should be a very fruitful one, espe- 
cially for the leaders of our local government 
units, who stand to gain valuable knowledge on 


„how to access resources for development, and 


how best to use these to improve our cites and 
uplift the lives of the poor,” he said. 


The resolutions raised from the forums, to be 
called the Manila Declaration, will be presented by 
the Vice President. 


The forum is co-sponsored by the Cities Alliance, В 


the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank, the 
UN-Habitat and the League of Cities of the Philip- 
pines. 


The Cities Alliance is a global coalition of cities 
and their development partners committed to 
scaling up successful approaches to poverty re- 
duction. The alliance supports, through grants, 
such initiatives as the City Development Strategies 
(CDS), citywide and nationwide slum upgrading, 
accordance with its Cities Without Slums action 
plan, and sustainable financing facilities for cities. 


For more information, visit www.citiesalliance.org. 


‘Warmest welcome lo the participants in the 2007 Cities Alliance Public 
Policy Forum hosted by the Philippines. 


“This event comes at an opportuno lime for our country, as the Philip- 
pine government steps up йз efforts to bring shelter security, decent 
Rousing. and sustainable ielhood to the Filipino poor, especially in the 
urban areas 


Ав the country's fiscal condition continues to improve, we are redou- 
bling our efforts to fight poverty and uplift the lives of the Filipino 
‘masses, that they too can reap the benfis of our economic growth Re- 
‘cently, we have made significant headway in addressing the problem of 
homelessness by providing batter homes to thousands of sium dwell- 


‘This forum is a rich opportunity to share knowledge and resources È, 
among Alliance members and development partners to help us move | | 
further toward comple" bansforming slums into Ivable communities, 


‘and member poor into more Мед and productive |; 
members c" taniy eager to learn from the experi- | 
ences of oth. "ere our own with them. i 


May you have a fruitful gathering. Mabuhay! 


‘The Philippines takes pride in being a member of the Cities Aliance 
with the League of Cities of the Philippines as one of the key partners 
together with the Housing and Urban Development Coordinating Coun 
oll and the Department of the Intenor and Local Government. As such. 
Wwe are honored to host this year's Cites Aliance Public Policy Forum. Ё 
‘on November 5-7, 2007 at the Crowne Plaza-Galleria in Pasig City 


The League of Cities of the Philippines has been privileged that the 
Cities Allence, through the Сау Development Strategies (CDS) project, 
continues lo be one of our strategic partners in scaling up successful 
‘approaches to poverty reduction. The CDS project has been expanded 
19 almost 70 cities nationwide, with far-reaching results on poverty re- 
‘duction, local economic development and good governance. With this, 
we extend ош deepest appreciation to the Cities Aliance for their con- 
tinuing support to Philippine cites 


With the theme: Leveraging Resources for Liveable Cities. we are 
eager to share the unique examples of our cilies on good govemance 
resource mobilization. and other innovative financing mechanisms for 
their projects on urban development and stum upgrading. The experi- 
ences of the Cities of Calbayog, Marikina, Muntinlupa, Naga, Пойо, іс. 
gather with our colleagues from other parts of the world, wil bring to 
‘ore the transformations that have lakan place through the support of Fi 
Cities Aliance At the same time, we also look forward to learning from 
he omatenal speakers оп how they face ela issued in their [| 


We are optimistic that this Forum will provide а fertile ground for discus- 
sion and policy formulation towards the creation of liveable cites 
Throughout the Philippines. 8 


Mabuhay! 


BENJAMIN С. ABALOS, JR. 
Président 
keague of Cities of the Philippines 


^ пу pleasure to welcome delegates 
Sf ho Сев Анапсе | am delighted 

ng usa m Manila where we have been hon- 

have received from President Glorio Arroyo. 


Аз the world becomes increasingly urbanized, global issues become 
increasingly visible in towns and cities of all sizes: poverty, social ex- 
clusion, etizenship, access to land, the provision of essential services, 
human safety and security the impact of cumate change, and damage 
to the urban environment. . 


Moro frequently, and chen more effectively, these chal are 
being managed at the local level This is why the World Bank, in part- 
nership withthe Cities Alkance, believes that well-governed towns and 
рез have a prominent role to play as part of any solution. Successful 
"lies can dive the national economy, protect the environment, and 
Promote opportunities for ай citzens. 


This meeting provides a welcome opportunity for the World Bank and 
ils partners т the Cities Alliance to reinforce our collecte commit- 
ment to sustainable, efficient, and inclusive cies, and to recognize the. 
accomplishments of our pariners in the Philippines. | wish you alla 
Very successful Policy Forum. 


um 


Vice President, Sustainable Development 
The World Bank 


я = 5 


The Philippines is pleased and honored to be given the op- 
portunity to host this year's Cities Alliance Public Policy 
Forum. We welcome this event not just as a chance to dem- 
onstrate our Filipino hospitality to our guests but, more im- 
portantly, as a venue for gaining greater support from the 
Alliance's members for the development efforts of our 
cities. 


The experience of a growing a number of Philippine cities in 
implementing successful programs to address the prob- 
lems associated with rapid urbanization is showing us the 
big difference that good leadership can make when com- 
bined with the participation of the people and the strong 
‘support of the right partners. 


It is my hope that our local leaders will make the most of 
this forum as an opportunity to leam more about the proven 
strategies and the options that are open to them, and to es- 
tablish ties with potential partners. This can be a good turn- 
ing point for many of our cities towards the path to livability, 
sustainable growth and a better life for all their citizens. 


Above ай, | hope this will inspire Filipinos to realize that 
progress is achievable in our cities and in our entire coun- 
tty, if we can get our acts together. á 


Mabuhay! 


аа. 
Vies PRESIDENT NOLI DE CASTRO 


Chairman 


Wam greetings to al paitners in the Philippines! 
Tho Gilles. Жаре, _ Forum adopts the theme “Leveraging 
Resources fur Livable Син“ io highlight the key role of cles in the stra- 
tegic management ofthe world's resources. We are witnessing the fast- 
est growth of urban populations yet known as we are now at the dawn 


Я of а new urban era with half of humanity already living in towns and 


lies. tis projected that, by 2030, that figure will rise to two-thirds. Yet 
a feature of ош new urban age is thatthe global number of slum dwell 
ers is now set this year to lop the 1 billon mark. In many cities, inciud- 
ing our host county ofthis event, the Philippines, slum dwellers and in- 


formal settlers comprise as much as 40% - 50% of the population. This 


realty poses a daunting challenge for urban governance as it impacts 


4] on the carrying capacity of cities and urbanizing towns to provide for 


basic services. 


Just а month ago on October 1, the World Habitat Day celebration fo- 
used on the theme "А Safe City is a Just City in order to raise aware- 
ness and encourage reflection on the mounting threats to urban safety 


Ў and social justice, particularly urban crime and violence. forced eviction 


and insecurity of tenure, as well as natural and human-made disasters. 
By ensunng that our cles are safe and secure. we are ensuring a good 
‘quality of Ме and хит productivity of our people, their properties 
and publ. = ^^ habe сев are safe and just cities 


The United Nations Huma.» "eter. nis Program (UN-HABITAT) sup- 
ports this forum as a .»nue where all stakeholders in the urban and 
Shelter sector could share experiences and knowledge on how to face. 
the exciting challenges of our rapidly urbanizing world. We will continue 
to work with our partners in the Cities Alliance as well as governments 
эла pertinent organizations in answering the call of making our cities iv- 
able through the strategic leveraging of ош individual and collective re- 


PP BKA 
Inga Кемь UN-HABITAT Deputy Executive Difgctor 


А24 А 
nt Ama weno! 


The Homeless as a Catalyst 
for Urban Development 


The Homeless People's Federation of the Philippines is proving that 
the poor can be agents of change in ой cities by building up their 
‘own resources and, in the process, gaining the leverage to access 
more. 


When Sonia Cadornigara's family, along with some 600 others, 
faced the grim prospect of being evicted from their homes in ilolo: + 
City--bulit on land that they did not own--they had two choices: 
fight it out in court with the person claiming ownership of the land, ог 
start looking for a ne place. 


With the landowner having more resources than the mostly low- 
income families for a long court battle, and few of them having the 
means to buy their own land, they sought another solution 


"That's when we started organizing ourselves,” sho says. With the * 
help of the Vincentian Missionaries Social Development Founda- 
tion, they formed a community association with the objective of 
building up their own resources through a daily savings program. — , 
At that time a community savings program was already in place in. 4 
Payatas, Quezon City, where the Homeless People's Federation of 
the Philippines (HPFP) traces its roots. “I was sent there to look at 
how the families are saving. This is not excess money, because the 
poor don't have that. This is money that they set aside to be mobi- 
lized for housing, ivetihood and other needs,” Sonia recalls. 


‘Armed with the knowledge. and inspiration gained from the orga- 
nized scavenger communities of Payatas, she went back to ойо to 
help set up their own savings program: 


Eventually, they saved up enough funds fo buy their own land: 
foreclosed property, which they acquired directly from the Bank of 
Philippine Islands. They were no longer homeless. 


That was just the beginning. Sonia, who is now HPFP Regional Co- 
ordinator for the Visayas and Board Member of the Sium Dwellers 
International—a’ network of urban poor associations in 27 
‘countries—has since been involved in the Federations’ various ini 
Майе in different cities, all rooted in its savings program. 


"We start with savings, then we engage the goverment,” she says. 
Backed by their own resources and the experience: from self- 
initiated projects, the Federation's members have more leverage in 
soliciting the assistance of the local government. 


"We need the government, but at the start we do what we can. This 
way, they can't just dismiss us and say we are just like any other 
group that wants to access funds from the government. Our ap- + 
proach is, we have bought our land, can you help us with the basic, 
services? This is better than asking your mayor for land and 
houses,” she says. , 


This approach of negotiation instead of confrontation has.given 
Sonia's group a favorable standing with the iloilo City government, 
as is the case in other cities where the mayor is open to paftner- 
ships with people's organizations. "We become part of the city's 
structure." 


Having their own resources also opens doors for the Federation to. " 
access more, whether in the form of funding or assistance from 
other sectors. The organization's proven commitment earns, for it 
the trust of donor organizations and other groups. 


А new project to be underiaken in Iloilo under the.Communily-Led 
Infrastructure Finance Facility (CLIFF) of the Cities Alliance exem- 
рїйе this. 


"Through the Sium Dwellers International, we were able to acodss 
funds of the Cities Alliance (under CLIFF) for a housing project,” 
Sonia says. The beneficiaries are informal settiers along the Iloilo 
river who чий be affected by the city's foreign-funded flood control 
project. The land is being provided by the government, while devel- 
ортеп! of the relocation site is included in the grant agreement for 
the flood-control project. The CLIFF funds will be used for housing, 
with each family getting a Р150,000 loan. 


Its a community-led process spearheaded by the Federation; typi- 
cal of ай йв projects. Every detall—from the design of the houses, 
the interest rate, the repayment terms—is discussed. The painstak- 
ing process ensures that the beneficiaries will be happy with the 
project once it begins. 


Vice President Noli De Castro himself saw the Federation at work in 
the relocation of the informal settlers from North Rail. "The НРЕР 
has been a big help in organizing the settlers and ‘selling’ the very 
idea of relocation, including the fact that they have to start paying 
‘amortizations after living for free in their homes along the railroad 
tracks,” he recalls. 


"While other groups were feeding on the apprehensions of the af- 
fected families and sowing discord, the HPFP helped them organize 
in order to secure the best possible terms for their relocation. Their 
attitude of cooperation and negotiation instead of condemnation 
helped us, and certainly helped those families,” he adds. 


By giving poor communities the capacity to actually contribute to the 
development process, the Federation is also promoting а deeper 


For the HPFP, the poor can—and should—start things on their own 
instead of blaming the government, or waiting for itto come around, 
Their point of view is, it would be good if the government could pro- 
vide the needs of the poor, but for those things that it cannot do im- 
‘mediately for any reason, the poor themselves have to act. "IK your 
‘community is flooded, you can't wait for the government to provide. 
а drainage system. It could take too long, and meanwhile you are 
the one who suffers every time it rains. Through savings, you can do 
й yourself,” says Sonia. 


In this way, the poor have a greater hand in determining not just their 
‘own future, but their city's as well. "We can do it И we want to, We 
just have to combine our energies." 
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at a Uban Qouermanoe аз 8 трай development procese the Federation  als- i. ng a deeper 
^ ae the Philipe — Pi change—instiling a sense of dignity and responsit “ty in them. 
Mord Habitat Day celebraton fo For the HPFP the poor can -and should start things on their own 
ча Сау" in order to rase aware. instead of blaming the government. or wating for it io come around. 
i aounbmg threats to urban safely Their point of view is, it would be good if the government could pro- 
“ne and violence. forced evcton vide the needs of the poor, but for those things that it cannot do im- 
1 апа human-made disasters mediately for any reason, the poo: themselves have (acl "f your 
ar ensuring agood community is flooded уси can't wait for the government to provide 
aa ur... stem ald take to 39 and meanwhie you are 
= The sh ninne мам can do 
"a" 
пе stan and ia ne way, the poor havo a greele пе. „ otjustthei 
wa pow iiae own future, but their “ty. as wey ^^. o '* == want lo, We 
3 lamegovemmeng just have to combine our energies 
making ош cties iw 
mI land collective re- 
‚м. ak 
whj сүй denk 
haty бое sd" 


VALE 
UTAT Deputy Executive Diréctor 


левиты 


ASITE UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION 


ROADBANDING GAWAD KALINGA comunes ^ 
: | | 


From Building Homes to Creating Homepages 


Under the Broadbanding GK Communities project of SMART, the 14 regional 
centers of Gawad Kalinga will be connected to its head office in Mandaluyong via 
SMART 's wireless broadband service, Smart Bro. 


] This is the initial phase of a project to connect GK communities all over the country 


to each other and to the world. Linked through high-speed Internet, these communities 
will have access to online information and education services and be able to 
communicate with their partners here and abroad through e-mail, chat, webcam and 
other broadband services. Eventually, this will assist GK communities in undertaking 
various self-help projects including education and health programs, disaster- 


preparedness and livelihood projects. 


As ОК villages become connected, the word "home" takes a new meaning for its residents 
as they create home pages and open windows of opportunities. These online communities 
will overcome barriers and strengthen the bayanihan spirit that is Gawad Kalinga. 


ВЕ А СК VOLUNTEER. 
Text GK<space>REG<space>NAME/ADDRESS/BDA Y (mmddyy) and send to 71745(717GK) 
(Ex: ОК REG KAT COSTAS/123 PASEO DE ROXAS ST. MAKATI CITY/012186) 
or register online at www.gk! world.net 


BAWAD 
KALINGA 


A PARTNERSHIP BUILT ON 
A STRONG FOUNDATION 


“As GK communities become connected to the rest 
of the world, new opportunities will arise for our 
countrymen. Dahil dito, kami sa Gawad Kalinga ay 
natutuwang ipagpatuloy ang pakikipagbayanihan 
sa SMART.” 

Tony Meloto, GK Builder 


"With ОК communities broadbanded, it becomes 
easier for them to connect to each other, to their 
artners, volunteers here and overseas. This is 
'ayanihan online.” 


Napoleon L. Nazareno, Prosident & CEO, PLDT and SMART 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2007 


|] 
4: 


E 


РОА: 


Kidnap suspect to cops: 
Hunger made me do it 


By Kenneth M. del Rosario 


POLICE TOOK INTO CUSTODY A WOMAN 
who tried to kidnap a young boy who was 
with his father inside a stadium in Quezon 
City yesterday morning. 

The boy's father, Nestor Carlos, a resident of 
Cluster 25, Barangay Tatalon, said the inci- 
dent happened while he and his 5-year-old 
son, John Benedict, were jogging inside the 
Amoranto Stadium on Roces Avenue at 7 a.m. 

Carlos said that when his son stopped to Че 
his shoelaces, he kept on jogging, thinking 
John Benedict would soon catch up with him. 

Moments later, Carlos realized that his 
son was still not beside him and was 
nowhere to be seen on the jogging path. 

He immediately alerted the sega 
guards in the stadium who started lo8king 
for John Benedict. 

Not long after, a woman was spotted 
near the main gate of the establishment. 


$i 


She was carrying ће boy who was laterre- FURRY VISITOR 
Agroup of women takes no notice ofa cat whichis resting ona tombstone a few meters away 
The woman was brought to the Quezon from them at the Himlayang Pilipino in Tandang Sora, Quezon City. 


turned to his father. 


City Police District Station 10 where she 


identified herself as Yolanda Lagurovene- she was very hungry and she had to do mine her mental state. 


Textus your feedback: Inquirer mat name/age/ity/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) Em: 
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online RESULTS 


The first in the Philippines, 
patients can download their 
test results straight from 
our website. This online. 
feature is password and 
username protected. 


www.hi-precision.com.ph 


k CUMULATIVE 


` SUMMARY. RESULTS 


A single-paged, side by side comparison of all test results 
can be provided to patients monitoring their health. 


Results are printed in an easy-to-read format that allow patients 


to view their health progress in one glance. 


зоа лотом. 


РАЧЕ OFFICE: 674 N S Amoranto, Q C. Te: 413-7950 
Manila Branch: 526-2329, East Avenue Branch: 435-8228. 


Las Piñas Branch: 875-0678,Cabu Main Branch: (2256-0151 
Cebu Corporate Branch (32)255-4131 


cia, 46, a resident of Sta. Ana, Manila. 


something to be able to buy some food. 


Asked why she took the boy, Lagurovene- ^ The suspect is detained at the QCPD-PS 
cia told the Ingumen that she wanted to sell 10 for further investigation. Authorities 


If proven to be mentally unbalanced, she 
‘would be placed in а mental health institution. 
Otherwise, she would be charged with attempt- 
ed abduction of a minor, the police added. 


him to make some money. She added that said they would have her checked to deter- 


BPItoWORLD) 
BACK-TO-BACK AWARDS 


maa” ш i 
Shown in photo are SVP Subin Subaiah - Bank of America 
Head - Global Treasury Services Financial Institutions, Asia 
and SVP Eduardo Jose JR - Head of Bank of the Philippine. 
islands (BPI) - Financial Institutions - CBD2. 


Shown in photo from left to right are Mr. Gerard Sheridan - 
Managing Director and Regional Manager for Global 
Payments and Trade Services of Bank of New York, Ms. Ivy 
Maria de Guzman - Market Head of BPI Financial 
Institutions - CBD, Mr. Frank Di Lorenzo - Managing 
Director for Global Payments Services of Bank of New York 
“and Ms. Corazon S. Tumbocon - VP / Head of BPI Treasury 
Operations. 


On two different occasions, the Bank of the Philippine 
Islands (ВРІ) was hailed by two prestigious 
International Financial Institutions, namely the Bank of 
America as the Best Payments Partner Bank in the 
Philippines and the Bank of New York as the 
Outstanding Payment Formatting and 
Straight-Through Rate Settlement Bank for all 
Foreign Outward Payments Transactions. 


BPI achieved a remarkable Straight Through Process 
(STP) rate of 99.02% with Bank of America and 97% 
with Bank of New York for the full year of 2006. This is 
above the 90% standard rate and indicates BPI's very 
high level of accuracy in formatting payments, says 
Gerard Sheridan, managing director and regional 
manager for Global Payments and Trade Services of the 
Bank of New York. BPI has been awarded by Bank of 
‘America for the fourth consecutive year and the latter 
for the third consecutive year. 


These awards were given based on STP rates via. 
volume processed that signifies BPI's leadership at the 
forefront of innovative services as it recently unveiled 
the ВРІ TO WORLD Money Transfer the fast and 
convenient way to effect payments worldwide ш 


MONEY TRANSFER 


The safe, fast and reliable way to 
send money anywhere in the world. 


BPI to World Money Transfer allows you to pay 
international suppliers, educational bills, international 
subscriptions or any other overseas payment needs. 


BPI to World transfer rates are competitive 
so your money really goes a long 

way for you. Call 89-100 or log on to 
www.bpiexpressonline.com 

for more details. 


81278 
We'll take you farther. 


Jal 


PANG. 
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Lim offers free rehab 
to drug users in Manila 


retum to the mainstream of so- 
ciety. 

“We will run after the drug 
pushers and dealers but not the 
users becatise'they are only vic- 
tims who ‘need help,” he 
stressed. 

City administrator Jesus Mari 
Marzan . said that Lim had 
opened a drug rehab center 
during his-term but this was 
shut down by his successor who 
converted the facility into an ac- 
tivity center. 

The old drug rehab center, he 
added, had cured thousands of 
residents and even non- 
residents who were addicted to 
illegal drugs, all free of charge. 

The new center will accom- 
modate only male patients for 
now. 

Dr Enrique Samonte, will 


By Allison W. Lopez 


DRUG DEPENDENTS FROM 
Manila's slums can get а new 
lease on life with the opening of 
a rehabilitation center in Sta. 
Cruz today. 

Mayor Alfredo Lim will inau- 
gurate the new Manila Treat- 
ment and Rehabilitation Center 
inside the North Cemetery com- 
plex at the comer of Di- 
masalang Extension and Blu- 
mentritt Street. 

The center will provide free 
treatment to drug users. Private 
rehabilitation facilities, on the 
other hand, charge as much as 
P40,000 to P50,000 per pa- 
tient. 

According to Lim, drug ad- 
dicts are victims who need to be 


head the all-male team of nurs- 
ез and specialists who will pro- 
vide comprehensive rehabilit 
tion services using multidisci- 
plinary techniques. 

The center aims to make its 
patients drug-free to enable 
them to rejoin their community 
and engage in productive activi- 
ties. 

City health officer Marie Lor- 
raine М. Sanchez said the cen- 
ter is part of the city govern- 
ment's campaign against illegal 


drugs. 5 З Ж. 
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"The mayor's crusade is mul- 
tifaceted--from law enforce- 
ment, judicial prosecution to 
treatment and rehabilitation of 
victims of drug abuse, for which 
the Manila Treatment and Re- 
habilitation Center is being es- 
tablished,” she said. 


APPEAL TO OPEN QC BRIDGE 
Ramon B. Zamuco Sr. of Delta Village, Tandang Sora, Quezon City writes: "A concrete bridge was 
constructed years back by the city government on Taurus Street, Carmel V Subdi i 

Barangay Tandang Sora and Barangay Sauyo. The project is laudable as it would cut travel time and 
conserve the use of fuel. However, the bridge is open only at certain hours to the detriment of motorists 
who use the bridge as a shortcut route. May we appeal to Mayor Feliciano Belmonte Jr, through the city 
engineer's office, to permanently open this bridge in accordance with the existing ordinances. Thank you.” 


Republ of the Philippines 


rehabilitated to allow them to 
PROVINCE OF SORSOGON 
Sorsogon city 


| Anc 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
Mo 52007 

Tie Provincial Government of Sorsogon. rough is Bids end Awards Commilee 
(ВАС), hereby ines interested suppersmanufsctrersoniacrs 1o apply or egy 
and o bid on he fotowng projects: 

Project Description Source of Fund ABC 
4. Purchase and Davy FY-2007 Budget (RA9401) Php 20.000.000.00 

cof Hospital Apparels and 


Equipment eic. 
Dolor Perd. 20 Days 
Contract Duran: 
25 Calendar Days 
Күт E 
Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking а silar роја win е last 
years wil an amount of at least 50%% cf the proposed projector bidding The ежу check 
тетп) as wel as ће preliminary eraminaton ol Bids shal use а non dscretonary “pass 
faf сле Post qualicaton ofthe ovest calculated Ы shall be conducted. 
А particulars relative to Eligibūty Stalement and Screening. id Security Perormance. 
Security. Pre Bising Conferences}. Evaluaton ol Bids, Pos-Qualcaton and Award of 
Contra sha bo governed by е pertinent provisions ol RA. 9384 and is implementing 
Rules and Regulation (RR). 
The completed schedule ol actives is [ted as оне: (Single stage biking) 
ВАС Actis Schedule 
X mace of Documens | Now 12-1 0F DAM =4 00 PAL 
2 Paba Смак Nov. 16. 2007 200 PM Venus: BAC-PGSO Ofte 
3 Recep & Opening ol Bids | Nov: 29. 2007 1200 PM Vanus: BAC-PGSO Otice 
84 Documents wil be alie опу o һе bidders upon payment of ronelundable amount 
‘ol Php 7,500.00 to he Provincial Treasurers fica. 
The Provincial Goverment of Sorsogon assumes ro responsibilty whatsoearlo compensate 
о indemnify bidders for any expenses incurred in the preparation ol ek bids and accept he 
‘otier той advantageous to he government. 


(508) OSCAR F. FIRMANES 
BAC Chaiman 
СОИ 


Ф 


NATIONAL POWER CORPORATION 
Republlc of the Philippines 
«Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


Supply and Delivery of Imported Steaming Coal to NPC 
Plants and the Independent Power Producers 


BATCH II (CY 2008) 
‘The National Power Corporation now nies Bids rom eligible Bidders for he 
above supply. 
intends to apply he sum as shown below being the Approved Budget for he 
Contract (ABC), inclusive of maximum loading tolerance 

2 BATCH 

II 


VOLUME T Pana 


Tolerance Pronat 
2002500007 


танаас 
Le TESI 
Tatad s буйт 
ЧЕ 


ST 


ARO 


TERT 
CEBU |(mponeatT Year 1) 


Fors Pho 490021055 
BATCHI! 


Trang) 


VOLUME ит 


оне 
{йерде ET Year) 
ate of 05,0004 
тан 
бол 


Foron Pap a900: 1055 
‘BATCH 
PANTS) 


VOLUME MT 


SUM. ELIE 
Sapa 
возо gs DUIS 
[revue] 


FROG] Eero) 


aang 


3. Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using non- 
decretenarypasfolctera as specied и he RR Pat A ol RA 9184, and з тзв 
ıo Filipino clzanssole propitorshos, with al least sixty percent 60%) 
Interest or outstanding’ capial sock belonging to ciens ofthe Phiipoinas, and to 
‘zon or rganzabons of a couriry e ows oc ol wich grant sini gis. 
Or priviages o Finocizen, pursuant o Republ Act 5183 (RA 5183) Only s kom 
Biers who pass ha elgbit check wil be opened. 
complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased kom BCSD upon payment ol 2 
mon-tlundati le ol P20,000 00 per mine source por plant per Balch, einer n cash or 
managers check. The Bidding Documents shal be received personaly by the 
prospectivo Bidder or is autnonzed repesentame, 

Bidders are encouraged о submit Eigibëty Documents оп or belare November 12. 2007 
for evouaton end issuance cf Cass А ceriicaton Pursuant to GPPB Resolution No. 
22200, prospective bidders should register with PRIGEPS and secure the 
corresponding Certfcato of Rogistration. 

ds and орон requremants must be delvered al desqnalad venue on е biking 
dates. Al Bids must be accompanied by а В secun in he от and ammount siated В 
‘he Tender Document Lato Bids shal not be accepted, 

NPC reserves ће пу o accept or reject any ral Bs, to annul be bidding process at 
элү line pror lo contract award, without thereby incumag any kabi о the acd 
Ter. Ap ini regarding he above iitaton shal be addressed 1o he underage. 
interested Bidders may obtain futher information kom Bids and Contacts Services 
‘Department (8С50) NPC Buiting. Diman. Quezon Сау at Tel No. 22 

NBC yv npocor qoh) and DOM (ww procremertaervce 

Кеч 


(834) JUAN CARLOS J. GUADARRAMA 
Veo Present 


DAVAO CITY WATER DISTRICT 
JP. Laurel va. Davao Cay 


ES 
Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 

ты rao Cy Wele, Dui vi Pe Agad Bp o 2007. мөл oo he муз 
ринит 
| а Пана 
пи 

рор Cy tr Duc row ts Bis em ACCREDITED HELGE DOORS 


картон [EN] 


secu 
(сет 


TEES - NT WATER 
EE 
VARDUSSZESOF BUSS 
Luci 


ELI 


Tie озо Cay Water anew holî Pre Ва Conoronce open o мй иелене partos on 
Кел te O POU AM DOWD BREA Fee Mion P. aerei Ave 


Беа 
э opening shat be at me DCWD BAC-A Secretariat Отко, LP. Laura Ava, Bajada. 
eso Ciy en icr ше 
PACKAGE Ne. EDONG SCHEDULE TME & DATE, 
лаг NOVEMBER 26, 007 @ 1030 A M. 


папира отп я картинке кө Baten presen ento dt 
Tre Davao Cry Water Dr ecas Б rg 1o seco or roe ary B 1o ans he ing 
process элё magta без М any эте ror ceris amar, ем arab TO 
Paanan 


Davao City Water Olstriet 
ВАСА. 


0918-8985566 


pass through the gaps can cause 
accidents since they block pass- 
ing vehicles. 


Unfinished project 
THE SIDEWALK rehabilitation pro- 
ject on Quirino Avenue Extension, 
particularly the stretch from Ре- 
пајтапсја Street to Plaza Dilao in 
Paco, Manila, has been left unfin- 
ished for months now. Affected 
residens have been forced to cov- 
er some of the empty brick beds 
themselves since these are full of 
water whenever it rains, making 
the sidewalks impassable. Who 
can take care of this problem? 
FONZY, 21, Paco, Manila. 


VIC, 42, Quezon City 


Underpass traffic aides 
TRAFFIC enforcers should always 
be around to assist pedestrians 
when crossing the underpass at 
Aurora Boulevard and Katipunan 
Avenue in Quezon City. Crossing 
the underpass here is always а 
risky business. 

LEAH NEMIS, 18, Quezon City 


Brighter colors 
IT MIGHT be safer for the Pasig 
City police to wear bright or light- 
colored uniforms instead of dark 
blue so motorists can see them 
better at night and yellow or white 
uniforms during the rainy season. 
DR. JUERGEN SCHOEFER, 40, 
Pasig City 


Steel posts for gaps 
STEEL posts should be installed 
between the center islands at 
Kalayaan Avenue in Quezon City to 
prevent tricycles from passing 
through the gaps between the 
structures. These should be used 
only by pedestrians. Trikes that 


Dip YOU KNOW 


THE UNIVERSITY of the Philippines College of Law building (Mal- 
colm Hall) was named after George Arthur Malcolm, founder and 
first dean of the college. 

Malcolm was born on Nov. 5, 1881, in Michigan, USA. After get- 
ting his law degree, he went to the Philippines and stayed here for 33 
years. In 1911, he established the first English language law school 
in the Philippines which eventually became the UP College of Law. 

Malcolm was later appointed associate justice of the Philippine. 
Supreme Court. He died in 1961 in California 

Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 


Ў Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 

SZ Maran Pope 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST AND TO BID 


The BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS (BSP), Inréugh its Bids and Awards 
Commitee (ВАС), inves prospective consultants © Appiy for коюму and shori- 
Ising and И found eligible ang shorted. 10 Bid for the One (1) lot — Supply, 
delivery, installation, configuration, testing and implementation of a BSP 
Employee Service System (BESS) рег BSP's Request for Proposal 

The Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) for this projet requirement is 
кю Маса 


BESS = an employee portal designed to provide = single point of access to 
ielormation and processes. Ite aimad at reducing sdminavatwe overheads and 
(teeing homan resources and other acmitrtiv stel foe more suategic встав. 
Improved data mtegniy, speed-up of HR, aimmsirive and ciat personnel related 
transactions. The sysiom wi be тратта bank mdo and is expecied 1o integrate 
"many of the human resource businest processes and provida employees and 
отса beter data м by. The BSP roqures а solbon that is везу 
то implemoat, vary accessible, reliable, secure and complent wih e-commerce 
standards 
Jit of minimum обиму requirements is indicated in the Eligibility Form 
Etigibity of prospective consultants shall be checked using a non-discrationary 
Таала села боп башто of ebgile consultants wil be done based on tho 
(blowing степа 
1) The prospective constant has implemenied one (1) successfuly operating 
Employee Seil-Service system from Y2000 to present The following 


The prospective consultant shall submit a certificate of satisfactory 
performance lor compisted conirac trom the chont 
The prospective consulant shall submit а Statement on the Technical 
Competence of ts Key Stall as wel as their respacive curriculum viae 
"ach dades the fobowing information 
2) Primary and secondary areas of oxpartse, 
5) Educational ottanment 
©) Пе training. and 
d) System projects handled and type of involvement 
in case of joint venture, tha BSP intends to coniract wilh a single entity. Bidders 
ao the premo contactors shal lake МА fesponsibaty for all sub-conlracted servicos 
"nd must i ter Форму documents, incide зыйан and relevant information 
an joint venture partner 
The BAC shall draw up the short-list of consultants from those who ha 


12 to 29 NOVEMBER 2007 upon submission of a Letter of Intent and upon payment 
df a monec les ol Р500 00. Tho doadine fr he submesson ofthe aplay 
JECEMBER 2007 at 200 РМ. (Philippine Time). 
‘only to shersted bidders upon payment of a 
fundable loe of 215,000.00 to the BSP Cashier and upon signing a 
Coniicentalty Agreement 
The BSP shall evaluate bide using the Озу Сон Based Approach procedure 
through a weighted sconng system Mat simultaneously considers both the overall 
technical quality of tho solion aad the fnancal bd (6040), The cmeria and rating 
System forthe evaluation of bids shall be provided inthe Ínstructons to Bidders 
‘The BSP reserves the right lo reject any and за bid proposals, or declare the 
bidding a fadure, of not award Ihe contract, and makes no assurance thal a contact 
‘hall o entered inio эв a resul of tis mvtaton 
(Sod) JUAN DE ZUÑIGA, JR. 
‘Chairman 
ро. мик вит) 


INVITATION TO APPLY РОВ ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The PHILIPPINE SCIENCE HIGH SCHOOL - CENTRAL MINDANAO CAMPUS. trough 
Bas and Awards Commute (BAC), inven contactors repseres wt and classified Бу the 
epp for ety and 1 found agb. 


Completion of Philippine Science High School Central Mindanao 
Campus Academie Buding i 
pon 


dolore 


Fees iion One Hundred Sit Four Thousand Four Hundred 
изо Two Petos 4 007100 (P12 16682200] 
Nine 8) months 


Completion of Pilipina Science High School Centra! Mindanao 
Campus Sormtary Sung 1 

Nangka, Galo, Lanao del Norte 

‘Comision of ine 3-orey Dormitory Buting 


Fees lion Two Hundred Forty Two Thousand Eight Hundred 
Forty Tuo Pesos à 00/100 (P15 242802.00) 
Nine) months 
Prospecive bidders shouid possem » vals PCAB License apicabi о те сопа, have 
©отинеб a sentar cones wen vam o t ast 0% ol e ABC, and have Ly personnal and 
©рт Died пе бану Forms) aata o he rosacuto опне contact The BAC 
ТЕ Gas non-tacrotonary раним слала m o шубу Checiscreenng ae vella» De 
Пато Examnaton ч Sra. The BAC ma evalua Me conrecrs propose! per proci 
эел The BAC wl conduct post давао ofthe west calcule bd 
‘A pre lave to Egy Satement and Scrooring. ва Securty; Peronrace Secu, 
Pre Baang бометисе, eslusbon ol Bx, Pon Quat and Awara of Contact shal be 
sveend fy бе реле, provaisns о А Х 0184 an ts Implementing Rules end одил. 
Л 
Too schedule of ВАС activo is as (olo 
ВАС Activities 
T десс or prospecove bens c Let 
litem LOI ик Appieaton or 


Schedule 
[IE] 


E 
тт позван 1215, 2007 
отобра 04005m 

November 19 2007 up 1o 900a m only 
November, 2007 
November 20-16, 2007 tom 
ВЕЗУТ 
November 27,2007, 9003m 
эртелеп et Badr Dacian Decora 10.2007 up 1o 10002 өнү 
‘Opening э Se Documents Decembor 10.2007. 1 00р т. 
The BAC wil seo to prospecwa Dadar Elly Forms al PHILIPPINE SCIENCE НОН 
SCHOOL "CENTRAL MINDANAO CAMPUS Fiance Oca Nangka Bato Lanao dei Norte 
poner submission of an LOL presentation of hor PCAB Heense and upon thair payment 
fa mon cefundabie amount of Si Hundred Pesos (P600 00) pr prec to Ve PSHS СМС. 
ыле Prospacive шдеп una subma he Cigesty Renuremanis tse BAC at ie sad 
‘Sires. They ey во эйи o rose cta дошу Chock by no BAG at tno saa adress 
‘The BAC w назе Bd Documents oniy o bilders declared by te BAC о be ako lor те 

"pon payment of a non-refundable amount of Five Thousand Posos & 001100 
(Ps 00 0 per project Fa PSHS CM Санта 
Tre PHILIPPINE SCIENCE HIGH SCHOOL - CENTRAL MINDANAO CAMPUS assumes no 
Tesporstány whascever to compensa or ideami ber for ату expanses сите n he 
p 
pn 
(S24) CARUTO C. LARIOSA 

BA стал 


Recent Вау Пелтена 
Мааса ct Resuts of крыму Check 
issuance o! Bs Documents 


EES 


Nolet by 
(S08) CIRIACO м. GILLERA, Ph.D. 
Соннан 


экмет siam 
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NOW ON ITS 8th WEEK! 


Go on a pilgrimage and journey back in time with Jesus... 


Experience His Passion, Death, and Resurrection 
in a touching lights and sound exhibit... 


Discover the history and science 
behind one of the world's most precious treasures... 


Witness the exposition of what is believed 
to be the burial cloth of Jesus Christ like in Turin, Italy... 


“Te ot ce pth Send em icem Barcos ный 
med ‘that tour the ord i docct hc ck > pini 


CATCH THIS ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY! 


THE MYSTERY OF 


= ^ 
~4 = 
s55 ` a /, "TT. Й 
STUDENTS get ready for an “out-of-this-world” show at the Planetarium. PHOTOS зу RODELROTON! ALLL 


OUT OF THIS WORLD 
Starry, starry day 
at the Planetarium 


By Allison W. Lopez 


THE PHILIPPINE EXHIBITION 


SM Mall of Asia (Ground Floor South Wing, Entertainment Mall) 
September 8 - December 9, 2007 * 10:00 A.M. - 10:00 P.M. 


TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE TICKET COUNTER LOCATED AT THE EXHIBIT ENTRANCE, 
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THEY MAY NOT SEE A NIGHT 
sky filled with stars from their 
homes in the city, but an amaz- 
ing simulation of one inside the 
Planetarium in Manila certainly 
made kids scream and clap their. 
hands in wonder and perhaps, 
in appreciation. 

“Ang galing (It's great)!" said 
a girl from the Industrial Valley 
school in Marikina as she and 
her classmates stared at the 
bright dots moving slowly on 
the ceiling. 

"Ies an exact copy of the real 
night sig,” said Bel Pabunan, of- 
ficer in charge of the Planetari- advances such as Pluto being 
um division. “Неге in Metro classified as a dwarf planet. 
Manila, the kids dont see a Sometimes, however, the visual 
night sky like that because of effects drown out the narrator's 
pollution and bright lights. But hypnotic voice. 
with the Goto Projector, we can According to Pabunan, they 
simulate the night sky and pro- аге currently developing anoth- 
ject the planets and other deep er feature on “The Ring Planets" 
‘space objects like satellites.” ^ — which are composed of Jupiter, 

The construction of a plane- Saturn, Uranus and Pluto. 
tarium was conceived by former “Ог real purpose is to dis- 
National Museum director God- seminate information and com- 
ofredo Alcasid Sr. who pro- plement textbooks in schools, 
posed it to former First Lady but we present it in a way that 
Imelda Marcos in the early we show their real features and 
19705. The dome-shaped build- colors,” said the senior museum 
ing with а 300-seating capacity researcher. 
on Padre Burgos Street, Ermita, Renovation of the 32-year- 
a few meters away from Rizal old structure, she revealed, was 
Park, took nine months to build also long overdue and will be- 
and was formally inaugurated gin before December. The first 
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For more information and group tour reservations, please contact: 


Tuesday to Saturday 
that feature the solar Tel Nos.: (632) 586 - 195 - 2966 + 810 - 0870 * Fax No.: (632) 23 

system anda close an-an Pe eee PATO 
lookat the “heavenly 


bodies” in the sky. 


on Oct. 8, 1975. rehabilitation was done in 1991 
ox : after the inner dome that served 
Still in operation as the screen collapsed due to 


Today, the aging structure old age and the effects of the 
may seem like one of the city's earthquake the year before. 
abandoned buildings although “We're due for a repair of the 
the Planetarium is still very ceiling leakages and offices, 
much operational. plus some repainting More 

Pabunansaidtheyoftendraw than that, we want to change 
elementary and high schoolstu- the exhibits because ever since, 
dents to their four daily shows these have not been updated,” 
that take spectators on a trip she said, adding that the Plane- 
out of this world. tarium would remain open dur- 

Called Journey to the Solar ing the restoration which would 
System, an interplanetary ай. take 150 days. 
venture,” the show kicks off i 
with a*sunse—which is when P4-M renovation 
the lights dim and the wonder- Тһе rehabilitation would cost 
ful night sky is shown. It ends around P4 million, she said, ex- 
with “sunrise,” when the lights cluding the updating of the ex- 
brighten, complete with roost- hibits. 
ers crowing in the background. Outside the theater, indeed, 

While the star projector, a were exhibits on comets, mete- 
large machine in the theaters orites and space explorations 
center, is the Planetarium's that featured yellowing pho- 
“heart,” slide projectors com- tographs. Aside from being out- 
plement the lecture by showing dated, they hardly generated 
stark features of the heavenly interest among the visitors. 
bodies, including Mercurys Given the funds, Pabunan 
craters and Saturn's rings. said they would create more in- 

Aside from the major constel- teractive exhibits and modern- 
lations that showed the hunter ize the current ones with inter- 
Orion's belt, the young audi- esting tidbits. Photo displays 
ence was also astonished when would be part of Phase 1 while 
little by little, the planets grew hands-on exhibits would form 
larger until they seemed within part of Phase 2. 


Get a home loan with | 
FREE 19" LCD HD-TV or | 
а DIGITAL PHOTO FRAME | 
with MP3 player. 


arm's reach. But for schools and other in- Apply now! Call 631-8000 or COBY. 
The lecture, added Pabunan, stitutions whose students are i F o 
is updated with recent scientific SACHE 4-800-10-6318000 (Domestic Toll-Free) 


or visit the nearest BDO branch or 
BDO On-site 


‘THE 32-YEAR-OLD Planetarium will soon undergo repairs and an 
overhaul of its outdated exhibits, 


By Kristine |. Alave 


AFTER SIX DAYS IN CAPTIVITY, AN 
Indian national was freed on Satur- 
day by his abductors after they real- 
ized that he was not the business- 
man they were supposed to kidnap. 

POL Gerard Zerda identified the 
kidnap victim as Gurcharan Singh, 
24, single and a businessman resid- 
ing in Barangay San Isidro, Taytay, 
Rizal. 

Zerda said Singh went to the Tay- 
tay police station on Saturday after- 


noon to report his abduction and 
his release. 

The police, however, have yet to 
identify the victim's captors. 

Before Singh presented himself 
to the police, his relatives had re- 
ported his disappearance last week 
to authorities. 

Police said Singh told them that 
he was abducted at around 11:30 
a.m. on Oct. 28, while he was at- 
tending to his lending business in 
Roma Street, Barangay Muzon. 

According to Singh, the unidenti- 
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METRO 
Cop says Indian's abduction 
а case of mistaken identity 


fied suspects blocked his way, 
pointed a gun at him and shoved 
him inside their car, a gray Toyota 
Revo with plate number XFJ 811. 

Follow-up investigation showed 
that the license plate had been 
stolen from a car owned by a phar- 
maceutical company, police said. 

Zerda said Singh did not pay for 
his release because his captors let 
him go after realizing that he was 
not their target. 

"It was a case of mistaken identi- 
ty" the police officer said. 


Discover Macau's many delightful 
surprises at the following malls: 


Lobby Area, Greenbelt 3, Makati City 
November 9-11 


Activity Center, Alabang Town Center 
November 16-18 


2nd Level, The Block, North Edsa, Q.C. 
November 30 - December 02 


See replicas of Macau's famous 
landmarks - St. Paul's Ruins, Guia 
Lighthouse, Mount Fortress and 
theMacau Tower. Explorethe photo 
galleries .on the Historic Centre 
of Macau, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, and new tourist facilities 
in Macau. Avail of value-for-money 
tour packages. Enjoy musical 
performances. 


Visit our exhibit and experience for 
yourself what Macau is all about. 


A world n 


www.macautourism.gov.mo 
321 email:mgtophil@info.com.ph 


Suite 11-D The Valero Tower, 122 Valero Street, 
Salcedo Village, Makati City, Philippines 
Tel. Nos.: (632) 812-2595; 813-0947 
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FOR THOSE unable to go to the Planetarium 
in Ermita, Manila, there isa mobile version 
which can accommodate at least 30 people. 
per show. 


MONDAY, ! NOVEMBER: 007 


‘Starry, starry. 
GAY MET 


unable to go to the Planetarium, a mobile 
version will soon be coming their way. 

Pabunan said that although the 4x4 me- 
ter mobile Planetarium could only accom- 
modate 30 people at a time, it may be a 
cheaper alternative to hiring :buses 'and 
paying the entrance fee. 

Lectures on outer space would also be 
held simultaneously with the mobile Plane- 
tarium that has reached only авг 9s Ip- 
abela. i 
Pabunan, however, hoped that yen stt- 
dents from Visayas and Mindanao would 
soon experience the wonders of the uni- 
verse, even through the smaller version of 
the Planetarium. 


The Planetarium is open from Tuesday to 
Saturday with shows at 9-10 a.m., 10:30- 
11:30 аль, 1:30-2:30 p.m. and 3:30-4:30 
p.m. Admission fee is P30 for students and PSO 
for adults. Call 5277889 for more details. 
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Police brace for heavy traffic 
ANTICIPATING the heavy traffic in the next two 
days as Metro Manila residents return from the 
provinces, the Eastern Police District has or- 
dered the deployment of additional policemen 
їп major choke points and advised commuters 
to avoid these “critical areas.” EPD chief, Sr. 
Supt. Nilo de la Cruz, said their “immediate 
concern" is the heavy volume of vehicles in the 
area's major thoroughfares starting last night. 
He identified the choke points as Shaw Boule- 
vard and Edsa intersection, Marcos Highway, 
and Ortigas Avenue. De la Cruz said the police 
are bracing for traffic jams in these areas, 
which connect the heart of the metropolis to 
the eastern provinces. More policemen and 
patrols have been deployed to these areas to 
monitor traffic, he added. He aiso advised 
commuters to steer clear of these thorough- 
fares to avoid being stuck in traffic. De la Cruz 
echoed the Philippine National Police's assess- 
ment that the АЙ Saints' Day break was rela- 
tively peaceful except for minor incidents. 
Kristine L. Alave 


Shooting victim tags killers 
AWAITER died the other day, just hours after 
he was shot by three men in Quezon City. Ac- 
cording to a police report, barangay watchmen 
энеге on patrol in San Miguel Extension, Pay- 
atas at 9:45 p.m Saturday when they heard 
gunfire. When they got to Springfield Street, 
they saw a man lying on the ground, bleeding 
from several gunshot wounds. They also saw 
three men boarding a blue Toyota Tamaraw FX 
with no license plates, the police report sald, 
The victim was later identified as Oting Gam, 
pong, a Muslim. He was taken to the East АУ; 
enue Medical Center for treatment but was, 
pronounced dead at around midnight that 
same day. Before he died, however, he was 
able to tell policemen and his relatives who his 
attackers were. They were identified as Raffy 
Tani and Nasser Bagundang. Gampong did not 
say how the suspects were related and why 
they shot him. 
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Kenneth M. del Rosario 


Body found in Quiapo creek 
DESPITE the clearing of the notorious "Little 
Vietnam" area in Quiapo, Manila, another body 
was found floating in the nearby creek Satur- 
day night. SPO2 Benito Cabatbat of the Manila 
Police District homicide division identified the 
victim as Arumpa Jamal, around 30 to 32 years 
old, a native of Cotabato City and a member of 
the Maranaw tribe. Jamal's body was discoy- 
ered at around 6:30 p.m. ip the creek along Ar- 
legui Street, near the Manuel Luis Quezon Uni- 
versity. Cabatbat said the victim bore a wound 
on the head, indicating that he may have been 
hit with a blunt object before being thrown into 
the creek. Residents who were questioned 
could not give any information about Jamal's 
death, he added. An autopsy of the victim's 
body, however, couid not be performed out of 
respect for Muslim traditions. 

Allison W. Lopez 
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WASHINGTON—SIX YEARS АР- 
ter the Sept: 41 attacks and de- 
spire the Abu Ghraib prison scan- 
dal, the United States insists its 
war on terrorism justifies ex- 
treme forms of interrogation, in- 
cluding “waterboarding,” and re- 
jects any talk of torture. 

During a Senate confirma- 
tion hearing earlier this month, 
attorney general nominee 


US eyes 


Michael Mukasey refused to ad- 
dress the legality of bringing a 
prisoner to near drowning to 
make him talk, drawing fre 
from opposition Democrats and 
human rights groups. 

"If he is still unsure whether 
the horrific practice of water- 
boarding is illegal, then he 
shouldn't be confirmed," said 
Human Rights Watch Executive. 


closing 


Guantanamo 


WASHINGTON—BUSH AD- 
ministration officials are con- 
sidering granting Guantanamo 
detainees substantially greater 
rights as part of an effort to 
close the detention center and 
possibly move much of its popu- 
lation to the United States, ac- 
cording to officials involved in 
the discussions. 

One proposal that is being 
widely discussed in the admin- 
istration would overhaul the 
procedure for determining 
whether detainees are properly 
held by granting them legal rep- 
resentation at detention hear- 
ings and by giving federal 
judges, not military officers, the 
power to decide whether sus- 
pects should be held. 

Some officials now say that 
moving the detainees to US soil 
would require giving them en- 
hanced protections. 

The Bush administration has 
insisted for more than five years 
that a central legal pillar of the 
war on terror is that the military 
alone has the power to decide 
which foreign terrorism sus- 
pects should be held and for 
how long, and backing away 
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from that would be a sharp 
change of course. 

Yet some officials say that en- 
hancing detainees’ rights could 
also help the administration 
strategically, by undercutting a 
case brought by suspects at 
Guantanamo that is now before 
the Supreme Court, which 
could wind up winning them 
even more power to challenge 
their detention. 

Under current procedures at 
Guantanamo, military officers 
decide whether detainees are 
properly held as enemy combat- 
ants, and the suspects are not 
permitted lawyers in the deten- 
tion hearings. 

Officials from President Bush 
оп down have said they would 
like to close Guantanamo. In in- 
terviews, officials said the dis- 
cussion of detainee rights was 
not an acknowledgment that 
past policies were flawed, but 
rather was an indication that 
the administration was en- 
gaged in trying to assess the le- 
gal and practical consequences 
of shutting the detention center 
and moving detainees to the 
United States. NYT 


World summit delegates vow 
to fight for better toilets 


NEW  DELHI—DELEGATES 
from dozens of nations said 
they needed to work harder 
to make toilets available to 
the ‘developing world and 
shift away from “disposal-ori- 
ented” systems like the west- 
ern flush and sewers. 

The world needs to build 
almost 100,000 toilets a day 
to halve the number of peo- 
ple without basic sanitation 
by 2015, according to experts 
atthe gathering. 

But Jacks Sims, of summit. 
co-organizer the World Toilet 
Organization, said at the 
close of the meeting that it 
could be done. 

“You all think Singapore is so 
dean,” said Sim, juxtaposing а 
picture of himself defecating in 
the streets as a child there 40 
years ago with a photo this year 
of a boy in India's tech-hub 
Bangalore doing the same. 

“It was not always like 
that.” But delegates acknowl- 
edged during the conference 
last week that many countries 
still have a long way to go. 

Some 26 billion peo- 
ple—more than 40 percent of 
the globe's population—still 
do not have access to hygienic 


toilets that do not pollute wa- 
ter or soil. More than half of 
them live in India and China. 

‘The United Nations wants to 
halve that number in the next 
eight years as part of its Millen- 
nium Development Goals. 

Delegates pledged in a joint 
declaration Friday to “facili- 
tate a paradigm shift from dis- 
posal-oriented to reuse and 
recycling sanitation systems.” 

“It has been noted that 
there is a need to accelerate 
the progress on achieving the 
Millennium ^ Development 
Goal on sanitation by 2015,” 
the statement said. 

Some 400 delegates from 
more than 40 countries 
promised to “mobilize gov- 
ernments, UN agencies, fi- 
nancial institutions, corpo- 
rate bodies, sanitation ser- 
Vice providers, local bodies 
and other stakeholders.” 

A Swedish delegate said 
that the cost to achieve the 
2015 goal could be achieved 
for $3.8 billion a year. 

Water-bome diseases caused | 
by poor sanitation kill millions ' 
worldwide annually, including 
as many as 1.6 million children 
from diarrhea alone. AFP 
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In US war on terrorism, ‘waterboarding’ is not deemed torture 


Director Kenneth Roth. 

“The only reason to equivo- 
cate on waterboarding is to pro- 
tect administration officials 
who authorized it from possible 
prosecution,” he added. 

In the wake of the Sept. 11, 
2001 attacks, the United States 
launched a detention and inter- 
rogation drive that allowed in- 
telligence agents to employ 


tougher techniques on suspect- 
ed terrorists that were kept 
strictly confidential. 

The New York Times in early 
October published justice de- 
partment documents that said it 
was not illegal to smack prison- 
ers around, expose them to ex- 
treme temperatures or to simu- 
lated drowning, a technique 
used during Algeria's war of in- 


t 


dependence in the 1950s. 

‘The Geneva Conventions ex- 
pressly outlaw any form of 
moral and physical torture to 
extract information from pris- 
oners of war and mandates that 
all combatants in detention 
“shall in all circumstances be 
treated humanely; including 
prohibition of outrages upon 
personal dignity, in particular 


FS 


humiliating 
treatment." 

“This government does not 
torture people. We stick to US 
law and our international obli- 
gations," Bush has said, defend- 
ing his war on terror. "The pro- 
cedures used in this program 
are safe, they are lawful and 
they are necessary" he added 
оп Thursday. AFP 
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‚ ко my heart. He strongly advised Triple Bypass Surgery. Of course | was fearful, but eventually, | agreed. The modern and spacious facility boosted 
Терг -- a close partnership of the patient, the doctors, and the family. I learned a lot about my condition. My wife and | participated in all decisions. 


‘ough depression because my entire team was supportive: If youre part of a team, recovery is fast. l'm back to doing what | enjoy most - playing golf” 
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Battle rages over planned London mega-mosque 


LONDON--DISPUTES OVER abandoned lot in London's That plan was sent back to When, around the same lions of followers that profess- 
mosques have broken out East End is of an altogether the drawing board to be scaled time, the historian of religion es to encourage Muslims to be 
across Europe. Residents grander scale. А large and se- down. But not before raisinga Karen Armstrong wrote an more loyal to their faith. 

from Belgium to France to cretive Islamic sect proposed furorofequalsizeanddiscom- article in the liberal Guardian Тһе driving force behind 
Germany have expressed un- building what would have forting questions about the newspaper, commenting fa- the plan to build a grander 
ease at minarets competing been the largest mosque in right of Britain's Muslims to vorably about the mosque, mosque has been Abdul 
im the urban landscape with Europe, smack at the gate- take up a public space com- the papers website was del. Khaliq Mian, 55, а British 
the spires and stones of cen- way to the 2012 Olympic mensurate with their growing ш ей with complaints. businessman born in Pakistan 
turies-old cathedrals. Games, and within sight of numbers. In Newham, the borough and a longtime follower of 

But the fight raging over an London's financial district. This summer on the web- where the mosque would TablighiJamaat. 

site of Prime Minister stand, Alan Craig, the leader Оп the No. 10 Downing St. 
Gordon Brown, more of the Christian Peoples Al. website, the prime ministers 
NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION | than 250,000 critics of liance Party in the East End, office notes that no planning 
Notice is hereby given that the dissolution of HINGE MEDIA, INC. | the proposed mosque started a one-man campaign application has been made, 
Ceorporatior']byamendingitsarticesoflncorporatontoshortenthecor. | supported a petition ini- against the mosque a year ago and makes dear that the gov- 
porate term from fifty (50) years from and after the date о incorporation to | tiated bya backer of the that has mushroomed and ement has taken no position. 
hul 31 December 2005 was approved by the affirmative vote of atleast | conservative British Na- gained national prominence. А London public relations 
ttl rds (2/3) ofthe outstanding capital stock and majority ofthe Board | tional Party. Some of Не began by emphasizing firm, Indigo, which has put up 
of Directors of the Corporation In Its Joint special meeting held on 29 | them а large the size of the mosque. But а website on the mosque, 
December 2008. mosque had no right to now he focuses оп its sponsor, abbeymillsmosque.com, has 
All persons having a calm against the Corporation are requested to present | exist in such a promi- Teblighi Jamaat, a worldwide been hired by the secretive Tab- 
сат at the Corporation’ principal office at Unit 330 Mlle Long Bldg, | nent place in a Christian evangelical Islamic group lighi Jamaat to deflect pressure 
Amorsolo St, Legaspi Village, Makati City for immediate settlement. country. based in Pakistan with mil. onittospeakforitelt NYT 


a UNES, ma 
ACREW MEMBER of an emergency rescue 
helicopter evacuates flood victi 


Vinton Mesa Ne 
Hungry Mexico 
flood victims 

turn to looting 


VILLAHERMOSA, ^ MEXICO—RESCUE 
workers and police were out in force helping 
flood victims in southern Mexico, as food 
shortages sent hundreds of hungry people 
on a looting rampage at a shopping center. 

Around 80 percent of the Belgium-sized 
state of Tabasco was flooded after seven 
rain-loaded rivers burst their banks in the 
flat, flood-prone region, in its worst natural 
disaster in decades. 

In neighboring Chiapas state, bordering 
the Pacific Ocean, authorities put 30 town- 
ships with more than a million people un- 
der a state of alert Saturday after 16 rivers 
overflowed their banks, and reported one 
person killed by the floods. 

Та Tabasco, the floods affected more than 
half the state's 2.1 million population, and 
опе death has been confirmed so far. Patrols 
were still searching for victims Saturday. 

Many thousands of people were trapped at 
home. With water as deep as two meters, many 
have desperately tried to flee, waiting as long 
as three days for a rescue-boat pickup from 
their rooftops or as they clung to tree branches. 

Thousands poured into neighboring 
states Chiapas and Veracruz seeking refuge. 

But many others holed up despite the flood- 
ing, refusing to leave at their own risk, fearing 
looters would take ай their possessions. 

Carlos Mario Ramos, 75, had been slow to 
leave his home, and said he was happy that “the 
water is down a bit. But at this rate itis going to 
take a week or two to go down to normal.” 

Drinking water and food shortages 
brought on by flooded roads in Tabasco 
have prompted several looting incidents at 
abandoned homes and businesses. 

The worst incident took place Saturday 
morning when around 1,000 people over- 
ran a downtown shopping center in Tabas- 
co, overwhelming law enforcement offi- 
cials posted in the area, and making off 
with everything in sight, including televi- 
sions and home appliances. 

“People are going hungry, we're aware of 
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Once again, 
in the service of 
the nation. 


Once more, the Inquirer has received the most accolades in the Print category of the coveted, highly prestigious Catho- that,” Tabasco Gov. Andres Granier said on 
lic Mass Media Awards. television after the looting incident, “but 
X being hungry doesn't justify such behavior 

and outright attacks." 
In a near sweep of all its nominations, 8 major awards were given to our very own: Fernando del Mundo, Volt Contreras Smaller looting incidents occurred Fri- 
and Alcuin Papa (Best Investigative Report for “The State of Philippine Education"); Leila Sataverria and Nestor Р. pilas йе шшс te ee. E 


Burgos, Jr. (Best News Coverage for "Oil spill off Guimaras could reach Boracay”): Edwin Bacasmas (Best News Photo- 
graph for “Father and Child"): Jess Abrera (Best Editorial Cartoon for “Rights of the Child"); Michael Tan (Best Opinion i i 
Column for “Pinoy Kasi"); Nestor Torre (Best Entertainment Column for “Viewfinder”): Gemma Luz Corotan (special cita- Artery disease rises 
tion for her special report on "Filipino sex prisoner thought she was in France"); and again, Leila Salaverria (special и AMON US women 
Чоп for her special report on the “Guimaras ой spill"). 


ORLANDO, FLA.—MORE US WOMEN ARE. 
Inquirer is honored to have them, and many other multi-awarded journalists, publish excellent news, information and developing a type of artery disease that 


Hm v nm Pi 2 the risk of death frc di: 
opinion that touch Filipinos! lives every day. Truly, they are what make being Number One a source of pride. р да 


Researchers used US government health 
surveys to track rates of peripheral artery 
disease, known as PAD, in people age 40 
and over with no outward symptoms of car- 
diovascular illness. 

PAD is a circulatory condition in which nar- 
rowed arteries cut blood flow to the limbs. 

Rates among women rose from 4.1 per- 
cent in а nationally representative 1999- 
2000 survey to 6.3 percent in a 2003-2004 
survey. Among men, the rates fell from. 3.3 
percent to 2.8 percent during the same pe- 
riod, the researchers said. 

“In those women with PAD, the increas- 
ing prevalence was associated with an in- 
crease in the prevalence of obesity" Dr. An- 
drew Sumner, medical director of the Heart 
Station and Cardiac Prevention at Lehigh 
Valley Hospital in Allentown, Pennsylvania, 
who led the study, said in an interview. 

“It's a large number of people who are at 
risk and don't know it,” Sumner added. 

PAD develops when fatty deposits accu- 
mulate in the inner linings of artery walls, 
cutting blood flow and oxygen to the legs, 

feet, arms and other parts of the body. It 
Gamma lug Солодат ices the risk of developing and dying from 
heart disease and stroke. Reuters 


Volt Contreras 


Edwin Bacasmas Jess Abrera. 
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apan seen heading 
for-political chaos 


ТОКУО—А FAILED ATTEMPT BY JAPAN'S 
prime minister to form a grand coalition 
with the main opposition party and break a 
deadlock in parliament has set the country 
on track for more political confusion and 
policy gridlock, analysts say. 

Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda sounded 
out Democratic Party leader Ichiro Ozawa 
about forming a new ruling coalition in a 
meeting ой Friday, but the opposition swift- 
ly rejected the offer. 

“The meeting has made things more flu- 
id. Anything can happen. We are entering a 
period of tremendous political upheaval,” 
said Sophia University political science pro- 
fessor Koichi Nakano. 

“We are basically back to gridlock, with an 
even greater degree of political uncertainty.” 

Fukuda said on Friday that he had sug- 
gested a new political framework to Ozawa 
to resolve the policy stalemate created 
when the ruling camp lost a July upper 
house election, allowing the opposition to 
delay key legislation. 

‘Topping the list of bills Fukuda wants to 
enact is one to enable Japan's Navy to re- 
sume a refueling mission in support of US- 
led operations in Afghanistan, activities 
close ally Washington says are vital to its 
fight against terrorism. 

Tokyo recalled its ships on Thursday 
when a law enabling the mission expired. 
Ozawa has said the mission lacked a UN 
mandate and violated Japan's pacifist con- 
stitution, and the Democrats and their allies 
have vowed to vote against the new bill. 

Japan's refueling operations for US and oth- 
ег ships patrolling the Indian Ocean are expect- 
ed to be halted for months if not 
longer—something Fukuda must explain to US 
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates when he vis- 
its Tokyo this week and to President George W. 
Bush in talks in Washington the week after 

Fukuda's ruling bloc could now decide to 
use its two-thirds majority in the Lower House. 


Тре ММЧ ORLD 


TOKYO--THE HEAD OF JAPAN'S 
main opposition party said Sunday 
he would step down as party chief 
amid controversy over his apparent 
willingness to form a coalition with 
theruling bloc. 

The resignation of Democratic 
Party President Ichiro Ozawa came 
just days after his party blocked 
government efforts to extend a 
naval mission in support of US-led 
operations in Afghanistan. 

Ozawa said he was resigning to 
take responsibility for causing con- 
fusion within the party for failing to 
immediately reject a power-sharing 
proposal from Prime Minister Yasuo 
Fukuda on Friday. 

“I caused political confusion over 
Prime Minister Fukudzis coalition pro- 
posal,” Ozawa told a news conference. 

“1 have therefore decided to resign 
from my post as president,” he said. 

Ozawa discussed the possible al- 


to override ari Upper House rejection of the 
bill now that the Democrats rejected his offer. 

So far, lawmakers in the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) and its junior coali- 
tion partner have been wary of taking that 
step for fear it would anger voters, who are 
divided over the mission. 

Chief Cabinet Secretary Nobutaka 
Machimura, however, on Sunday stopped 
short of making that threat. “That is still a 
matter for the future,” Machimura told 
public broadcaster NHK. 

Machimura also denied the possibility of 
a snap poll for the powerful Lower House, 
speculation about which has been swirling 
ever since the ruling bloc lost its upper 
house majority. 

“Dissolving parliament is not something 
we are thinking about even in the furthest 
reaches of our minds,” he told NHK. 

No election for the powerful Lower 
House need be held until late 2009, but 
pundits have been predicting an early poll, 
most likely next April but perhaps even аз 
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liance with the DPJ executive com- 
mittee, which voted to reject the 
proposal later Friday. Fukuda told 
reporters he was trying to break а 
deadlock in the Diet, Japan's parlia- 


Opposition leader announces resignation 


ment, between the two parties. 

Some DPJ leaders later criticized 
Ozawa, saying the party should de- 
feat the ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party at the ballot—and that an al- 
liance was out of the question. 

“1 took the committee's decision 
as a vote of no confidence,” Ozawa 
said. He was expected to retain his 
parliamentary seat. 

Earlier Sunday, another DPJ exec- 
utive demanded early elections to 
break the parliamentary impasse. 

The DPJ will not back a compro- 
mise that would allow Japanese 
naval ships to return to the Indian 
Ocean to support coalition opera- 
tions in Afghanistan, party Secre- 
tary General Naoto Kan said. 

“Our aim is to achieve a change in 
government,” Kan told a talk show 
on public broadcaster NHK. “What 
we need now is to ask the public for 
a mandate in the lower house.” AP 


Canon 


Delighting You Always 


early as January. 

The current session of parliament, set to 
end on Nov. 10, is now likely to be extended 
for about one month, media reported. 

Fukuda's courtship of the Democrats could 
well be seen as a sign of weakness by the 
prime minister, whose month-old government 
has failed to enact a single bill, analysts said. 

But media reports on Sunday that it was 
Ozawa who made the offer first, without 
consulting Democratic Party executives, 
mean his credibility could be damaged 
even more. 

Ozawa has made creating a viable altema- 
tive to the long-ruling LDP a top goal ever since 
he bolted the party in 1993, and many had 
thought the Democrats had their best chance 
ever of taking power in the next election. 

“Both sides are blaming the other for tak- 
ing the initiative and that mudslinging will 
goon,” Nakano said. Reuters 
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thousands who 
ran away earlier 
this year, 
according to 
the United 
Nations’ 
refugee agency. 


Relative of Brazilian shot by UK 


police says killer 


GONZAGA, BRAZIL—A CLOSE 
relative of a Brazilian killed by 
London police when he was 
mistaken for a terrorist said on- 
ly prison sentences would bring 
a measure of justice in the 
shooting. 

The aunt of Jean Charles de 
Menezes said she was disheart- 
ened by Thursday's decision 
that found the London police 
guilty of endangering the pub- 
lic by mistakenly shooting the 
27-year-old Brazilian electri- DE MENEZI 
cian and penalized the force 
with fines. No individual officer was 
charged in the shooting. 

“I think true justice would be for them to 
go to prison, at least for some time so that 
they could think about what they did,” 
Maria Beatriz Figueiredo told The Associat- 
ed Press on Friday at her home in Gonzaga, 
a remote town ОЁ 6,000 in southeastern 
Brazil. 

De Menezes’ parents declined to com- 
ment on the case unless they were paid. 

De Menezes was killed during a frantic 
manhunt for four failed suicide bombers in 
a British capital already on edge after four 
suicide bombers killed 52 commuters two 
weeks earlier. On July 22, 2005, officers 


s deserve prison 


wailed the Brazilian migrant 
onto a subway train and, believ- 
ing he was a bomber, shot him 
seven times at close range in 
front of morning commuters. 

A British judge fined the Lon- 
У don p force 175,000 
pounds ($362,000) and ordered 
it to pay costs of 385,000 
pounds ($798,000). But the 
Metropolitan Police said the 
7 killing was an error, not a crime. 

London police chief Ian Blair 
expressed “deep regret” over De 
Menezes’ death but said he has 
no intention of resigning, and British Prime 
Minister Gordon Brown said he had “full 
confidence” in the police chief. 

De Menezes moved abroad, like many 
Brazilians, to earn money and help provide 
a better life for his family at home. 

British authorities thought De Menezes 
might have been a suspect who dropped his 
gym membership card at the scene of one of 
the failed attacks. 

‘Armed officers shot De Menezes five 
times ifi the head, once in the neck and 
once in the shoulder. A police lawyer told 
the jury that De Menezes was shot because 
he reacted as police had been briefed a sui- 
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LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 


1598 M. Н. del Pilar cor. Dr. J. Quintos Streets, Malate, Manila 
Tel. Nos. 522-00-00; 551-22-00 connecting all departments. 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
forthe 
MAINFRAME DISK STORAGE 


The Land Bank of the Philippines (LBP) is conducting a public bidding for the procurement of mainframe disk storage. 


The primary purpose of this procurement is to address the disk storage requirement to meet the growing volume of 
existing applications and to support the implementation of new systems. 


The proposed mainframe storage disks should be able to run with the existing mainframe configuration of the Bank 
and its succeeding upgrades for the next four (4) years. It must be brand new and must not be more than two (2) years 
oid in the market. The bid must also be inclusive of four (4) years maintenance for the new mainframe disk storage. Lastly, 
the bid must also include the upgrade of the existing Dense Wavelength Division Multiplexing (DWDM) equipment of the 
Bank. 


The procurement must take into account all related implementation activities and processes such as relocation of 
machines, data migration, remote data mirroring, maintenance, support, technology skills transfer and documentation, 
and project management. 


The bidders must submit a Letter of intent by hand and may secure the Eligibility Requirements and Terms of 
Reference (TOR), upon payment of a non-refundablo fee of Twelve Thousand Five Hundred Pesos (P12,500.00) 
and upon signing a Confidentiality Agreement from November 5 to 9, 2007 during regular office hours (between 
8:00 AM to 3:00 PM) from. 


THESECRETARIAT 
Information Technology - Bids and Awards Committee (IT-BAC) 

LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 

16th Floor, LANDBANK Plaza 

M. H. del Pilar corner J. Quintos Streets, Malate, 1004 Manila, Philippines 
Telephone +632 405-7123 

Fax Number +63 2 528-8578 

Contact Person Cecilia C. Sazon 

ANP, Network Operations Department 
Secretariat, IT-BAC 
iibac@malllandbank.com 


The Pre-bid Conference shall be held on 20 November 2007 (Tuesday), 10:00 AM at the aforementioned address. 

Submission and opening of bid shall be on 29 November 2007 (Thursday). The lowest complying bidder shall be 
declared the winner. 

The Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) is Twenty-Five Million Pesos (PHP 25,000,000.00), Inclusive of 
all taxes, which shall be sourced from the funds of LBP. Bids received in excess of the ABC shall be automatically 
rejected at the opening of the financial proposals. D 

All particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid Security, Performance Security, Pre-Bidding 


Conference(s), Evaluation of Bids, Post Qualification and Award of Contract shall be governed by the pertinent provisions 
of R.A. 9184 and йв Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR). 


LAND BANK reserves the right to accept or reject апу 
lime prior to contract award, without thereby incurring апу 


Email Address 


to annul the bidding process, and to reject all bids at any 
iy to the affected bidders). 
(508) JOSE С. NOGRALES 
SEVPIChaiman, T-BAC 


cide bomber might react. AP 
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UN seeks to restart talks with Burma 


RANGOON--UNITED NATIONS ENVOY IBRAHIM GAM- sswihousandsofpeopleldkedup. — and thus it does not reflect the objec: зета _____ Lr 
а usn Seal in i ч 2. v But the junta's announcement late tive conditions of Burma." а 
bari met a senior junta official in isolated capital Naypyi- #riaaythatit would not renew theac- Тһе October statement, released to 
daw in Burma (Myanmar) on Sunday, as the military gov- creditation of Charles Petrie, the UN's с with United Nations Day, 
if i most senior official in Burma, has said the protests which broke out in 

ernment defended its move to expel a top UN diplomat. threatened to overshadow the orig August in response to a rise in fuel 

А government official, who wished bari would meet Tuesday with Aung nal purpose ofGambati’s mission.  — prices highlighted daily hardships in 
to remain anonymous, said that Gam- San Suu Kyi, currently underhousear- Burma's state-run New Light of impoverished Burma. 
bari held talks with Aung Kyi, the la. rest in Rangoon, and members of her Myanmar newspaper on Sunday саг. “Тһе events clearly demonstrated 
bor minister who the regime has National League for Democracy party. ried a commentary accusing the United the everyday struggle to meet basic 
tasked with building relations with Gambari is оп the second day of his Nations country team of misrepresent- needs, and the urgent necessity to ad- 
democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi. visit here to press for political reform ing the humanitarian and economic sit- dress the deteriorating humanitarian 

It is not yet clear if the Nigerian and dialogue with the opposition fol- uation here in a report on Oct. 24. situation in the country,” it said. 
diplomat will meet with junta head lowing a crackdown in September It claimed the assessment was “not 1п a letter obtained by AFP from 
‘Than Shwe, but the official said Gam- that killed at least 13 protesters and based on firm evidence or true data Burma's foreign ministry to the UN 


ABUDDHIST monk at one of the many shrines 
attheShwedagonpagodainRangoon. № 


Secretary General Ban Ki-moon's office, the 
junta accused Petrie of "acting beyond his 
capacity by issuing the statement which not 
only harms Burma's reputation but also the 
reputation of the United Nations." 

The possible expulsion of Petrie has pro- 
voked criticism from both Singapore, cur- 
rent chair of regional bloc Asean, and the 
United States, which called the junta's 
move an "insult to the United Nations.” 

AUN statement Saturday said that Gam- 


20 Dealers, 100 Prizes | sito 
eral's support for the United Nations mis- 
to he given away 


sion there and Petrie himself. AFP 


UN їп Burma: 


PLUS A history of 


enjoy upto P30,000 | failed efforts 


$ BANGKOK, THAILAND—EFFORTS IN RE- 

Isuzu М0 ut Perks cent years by the United Nations to achieve 

reconciliation between the ruling military 

and prodemocracy forces in Burma (also 

1 known as Myanmar) have been punctuated 
and Freebies, by frustration, false hopes and failure: 

' 1989: Prodemocracy leader Aung San 

Suu Kyi detained and put under house ar- 


rest after the military's brutal suppression 
ofan uprising a year earlier. 


1998: Peruvian diplomat Alvara de Soto 
named special UN envoy to break deadlock 
between military and democracy advo- 

h cates. UN and World Bank propose finan- 
(8 winners por authorized ISUZU Dealer) | ciat incentives for change that then-Foreign 
20 TOSHIBA LAPTOPS Minister Win Aung calls “offering a banana 
20 CANON IXUS 75 toa monkey and asking it to dance.” 
1990: UN Commission on Human Rights 
29 PSP PLAYSTATION ЕНИ names Sadako Ogata to assess the human 
20 iPOD SHUFFLE rights situation in Burma. She is followed 
20 PALM ONE TUNGSTEN by Yozo Yokota and the current post holder, 
Paulo Sergio Pineiro. 

April 4, 2000: Malaysian diplomat Razali Is- 
г mail appointed special UN envoy for Burma. 
Rush to your nearest Isuzu dealer and get a He урин агыл а а/а ће chairs 
chance to win 1 of 5 exciting prizes Іп any does business with the Burma regime. 

of Isuzu's authorized dealers nationwide Sept. 2000: Suu Kyi, released in 1995, 
placed under house arrest again. 
promo runs from OCT, 15 to DEC. 31, 2007 Nov. 29, 2001: Razali say he's “hopeful 
that some significant progress could be 
made in the near future.” 

2002: Razali helps secure the release of 
Suu Kyi from house arrest and the regime 
declares “the era of confrontation is over.” 

2003: Suu Куї is put back under house arrest. 

Jan. 4, 2006: Razali resigns as envoy, 
frustrated at being barred from entering 
the country for nearly two years. 


i May 20, 2006: Nigerian diplomat 
Н E Tbrahim Gambari becomes the first foreign- 

d (JUMPSEAT) amid renewed talk of a "breakthrough." 
J | May 22, 2007: Gambari appointed spe- 


cial UN envoy. Suu Kyi's house arrest ex- 
tended three days later. 
for SPORTIVO A/T " Sept. 2007: Protests over a surge in con- 
for SPORTIVO M/T d sumer goods prices brings thousands to the 
XUV АЛ, XUV МТ à streets. The military is deployed to crush 
the demonstrations. At least 10 are killed 
amem nn > = and thousands detained. 
Mechanics: Sept. 29: Gambari arrives for four-day 
и Every purchase of any promo included Crosswind varlntenlited to Isuzu All-Out Perks TES visit to Burma, meeting junta leaders and 
* Ever purchase ol any иги vede curing na promo perd stl be ented ап suzu Peniu len. g Зи ee НА К Жүзү later holds a brief 
* Every purchase ofany Isuzu vede uring Ве promo prod skal have a chance lo win any one of Iha S ralto prizes e T 5 : eeting with Suu Kyi. 
не ИЕ ја тен Meo ет PRA. Oct. 11: UN Security Council, in its first 
so thee tor more dtt Por DING Pet S116 srs А L formal statement on Burma, says it"strong- 
——— aaa nou BS PT о —— nÓÀ LD з EN > ошма к OM ly deplores” situation in country. 
КТ peta НН та Nov 2: Junta says it intends to expel top 
этишти пим сили OLIM аи нурл PAO иан AGA PIERS д м ядз ио санте M UN diplomat in tha country. 


Nov. 3: Gambari arrives in Burma in an- 
other effort at reconciliation. AP 
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Django, 3 more RP 
cue artists advance 


By Musong R. Castillo But it looked like nerves did the Filipino in 


‘bungled. . 
FRANCISCO “DJANGO” BUSTAMANTE WENT THROUGH HIS he git comer pocket that et Deuel a wide 
stint in the “Group of Death” іп a virtual waltz. But Antonio Lin- open table. 


5 P 5 The Philippines advanced ай its Day 1 bets 
ing stared death їп the eye and blinked. into the first round on Saturday with defend- 


Bustamante dismantled two foes in succes- the score at 7, the veteran Lining hada golden ing champion Ronnie Alcano towing Efren 
sion yesterday, none more merciless than a 9-0 chance to take the hill and break forthe clinch- "Bata" Reyes, Joven Bustamante and Antonio 
thumping of Korean Jeong Young-hwa as ће ing rack as Deuel muffed an easy shot on the Gabica. 
clinched a Last 64 seat in ће $400,000 World yellow 1 after his break. DJANGO A34 
Pool Championship at the Araneta Coliseum. 

Former champion Alex Pagulayan followed 


suit-also in the same easy manner—and 
things looked perfect for the Philippine contin- GOLF CLUB 
gent ший Lining fell by the wayside opposite a FITTING 
Patient Corey Deuel of the US. 
Lining aer losing his opening match to NANANA 
Jeong, 8.9, and rebounding to play a third PINGAUTHORIZED FITTING CENTER 
match, fubbed two crucial shots ina four-rack 
span to blow a 7-3 lead against the young 
5 American and become the first Filipino to hit 
$ the showers with a 7-9 loss. 
‚* Butit wasnttas ће didnt get another shot. мака бои сыь LOGCOM Driving R: 
Pba ina aari ин Malay St. Bray. Bel Air Makati City Camp Aguinaldo, Que 


Southpoint Driving Range 
Filinvest Corp. City, 
Alabang, Muntinlupa City 
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Free concert at The Fort. 
Free fuel at Petron. 


Gas up P500 worth at Petron for a chance to win concert tickets for 2, Ў LOI Pemon 
mamamana, syn. Fuel gift certificates and other premium items! i 
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La Salle eyes repeat 
in Intercollegiate tilt 


LA SALLE EYES A REPEAT OF 
its mighty first leg sweep when 
the newly revived National In- 
tercollegiate Golf 2007 resumes 
today at the Mt. Malarayat Golf 
and Country Club in Lipa, 
Batangas. 

La Salles main crew of Charles 
Hong, Marco Olives, Justin Lim- 
jap, Mico Yee and Jorge Paez аге 
going for another sweep of the 
team and individual titles but 
should expect a tougher challenge 
against the six other teams in the 
field. 

Та the first leg played at Splen- 
dido Taal Golf and Country Club, 
La Salle posted a 22-stroke win in 
team play with Hong and Limjap 
finishing 1-2 in the individual 
event. 

‘The Philippine Golf Foundation 
is the main backer of the Intercol- 
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Shiming (iet) lands a 


zou 


punch tothe face of Harry 


legiate wars in cooperation with 
Malarayat and the other host 
venues. Baliwag Transit is the offi 
cial transport company and 
Lymx/Golfers Network Inc, the 
equipment and apparel sponsor. 

Out to challenge the La Salle 
bid are teams from Ateneo, Col- 
lege of St. Benilde, University of 
the Philippines, University of the 
East, University of Santo Tomas 
and University of Asia and the Pa- 
«йс. 

UST spearhead Tonton Asistio 
will пу to redeem himself from a 
lackluster showing in the fist leg ggg 
while Ateneo is showing up in full 
force to shoot for the top plums in 
the second of five 36-hole events 
around exclusive clubs in Luzon. 

Teams аге allowed to register 
players who must be below 24 
years of age. 


Tanamor bows to Zou, 


the artistic 


Talk about it.. 


Dr. Andrew б. Pineda, a Beverly Hills Trained Hair 
Specialist who for the past 16 years has perfected 


BEFORE hair transplant 


AIR 


skill and aesthetic technique is here to 


answer all your hair concerns. 
Go to the best to achieve the BEST. 
Call 813-0691 for your appointment with the doctor himself. 


6 mos. AFTER 2,600 grafts 
(about 6,000 hairs) 


Room $12, 
(02) 8 


A. PINEDA MEDICAL CLINICS 


MAKATI 
Medical Towers Makati 


DAVAO 

Galaxy Arcade, 2° Floor 

lustre Street, Davao City 
(082) 221 2682 


wwwpinedahair.com 


Rufino Street 
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By Dennis U. Eroa, Inguirer Libre 


‘Tafiamor hurt his left hand while parrying 
Shiming's 1-2 combinations early in the bout. 
and settled for the silver medal, matching the 
effort by now national women’s boxing coach 
Roel Velasco in the biennial event. 

Velasco, who also bagged a bronze in the 
1992 Barcelona Olympics, punched his way to 
the silver medal during the 1997 worlds in Bu- 
dapest, Hungary. 

“My hand hurts whenever 1 threw punches, 
also failed to defend solidly because of that,” 
‘Tafiamor said in Filipino."But Im not going to 
make excuses. Shiming won.” 

Knowing that Shiming, Chinas fist 
Olympic medalist, was way ahead, Tafiamor, 
the lone saving grace for the RPPLDT Smart 
boxing team, waged an all-out attack. 

But the Chinese dynamo proved elusive 
while repeatedly scoring with stinging jabs on 
the run which prevented Tafiamor from mak- 
ing any headway. 


BAGUIO CITY—AN UNASSU- 
ming runner overshot his target 
and bested former Olympian 
and top favorite Roy Vence in 
the last elimination race of the 
31st National Milo Marathon 
yesterday at the Burnham Park 
here. 

Jerry Lindawan, who was just 
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aiming for a top three finish in the 
21-kilometer qualifying race, 
clocked one hour, 14 minutes and 
23 seconds in claiming his first ev- 
erlegtitlein the annual foot race. 

Before the start of the race, all 
eyes were on 1996 Olympian and 
six-time Milo Marathon national 
champion Vence. 
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The 41-year-old Vence grabbed 
the early lead but Lindawan 
caught up with him in the last five 
kilometers. 

Vence, the countrys 42K 
marathon bet in the December 
‘Southeast Asian Games in Thailand along with 
Milo Marathon record holder Eduardo Bue- 
navista, wound up second with а time’ of 
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roar ol белме! 


1:15:06. 
“Hindi nga ako makapaniwala na nanalo 
ako (I-can't believe I won),” said the 23-year- 


ge 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS--LIGHT FLYWEIGHT HARRY TANAMOR SUCCUMBED TO THE 
all-around show of Zou Shiming of China, who easily won their gold medal match, 
16-3, Saturday in the International Amateur Boxing Association World Champi- 
onships at the University of Illinois-Chicago Pavilion here. 


"I tried to corner him, but he proved an elu- 
sive target,” said Tafiamoz, who could meet 
Shiming anew in next year’s Beijing Olympics, 
where the Filipino had earlier qualified after 
reaching the quarterfinals here. 

Shiming opened a 6-T'lead after two min- 
utes of action, padded this to 10-1 before a 
Tafiamor left straight made it 10-2. 

Despite the dear win, some experts criti- 
ized the scoring. TV replays showed that 
Tañamor should have scored the first point 
with a thunderous left straight to Shimings 
face, but the judges did not respond. Shiming 
went ahead, 6-1 at the end of the first round 
and made it 7-1 despite punching with an 
open glove early in the second round. 

“Tm amazed but not surprised. The scoring. 
was simply unbelievable,” said Dennis Rappa- 
роп, an American boxing promoter, who is al- 
so the manager of reigning WBC heavyweight 
titist Oleg Maskaev of Russia. 


THE TOP three finishers in the Baguio City leg of the 31st Milo 
Marathon: (from left) second placer Roy Vence, champion Jerry 
Lindawan and third placer Alunes Pudes. They are joined at the 
im by Nestlé's Willy Suarez, Pat бос Ong, AVP-Milo Sports 
Events, Nestlé regional sales director Patrick Dinio arid local гасе 
organizer Tonette del Monte. 


old Lindawan from Tinoe, Ifugao. “Gusto ko 
lang na mag- (1 just wanted to) qualify sa (in 
the) finals.” 
Placing third was Alunes Pudes at 1:17:01. 
The distaff side was ruled by Flordeliza 
Donos (1:36:59) who claimed her first 


From page A33 


Bustamante, the 43-year-old known as the 
heartbreak kid of this event, first scored a 9-4 
win over South African Zbynek Vaic before re- 
turning early in the afternoon to win the first 
seven racks against the Korean on the way to 
the whitewash. 

“1 was trying to feel the table in my first 
match,” Bustamante, the 2001 runner-up to 
Earl Strickland, said in Filipino. "I got a total 
feel of it (in my second match) and everything 
just went my way I guess. 

“But there's stil a long way to go and any- 
thing can still happen.” 

Oliver Orman of Germany also came out 
of the “Group of Death” smiling, marching on 
after victories over Pham Tuan Ngoc of Viet- 
nam, 9-1, and Deuel, 9-6. 

“Sorry about chat,” Deuel, possibly the 
brightest American hope in the event, said ca- 
sually when informed that he was the first for- 
eigner to claim a Filipino scalp. “But it was a 
great match.” 

Ramil Gallego also made it to the kaockout 
phase, going unscathed and clinching his spot 
with a 9-1 thrashing of Group 7 top seed 
Chang Jung-lin of Taipei. 

Gallego earlier ripped Singapore's Chan 


settles for silver medal 


Dickie Wood, an American trainer in the au- 
dience, also expressed his frustration over the 
scoring. "The Filipino boxer should have been 
credited with points. I think the judges were 
very biased.” 

“He showed to the world that Filipino box- 
ers, whether professionals and amateurs, are 
world class. Harry fought very well and earned 
the respect of all" said Filipino community 
leader Rolando Hiso, a former member and 
manager of the national cycling team. Ricardo 
Fortaleza, an Asian Games boxing gold medal- 
ist, said he expects big things to happen for 
Tafiamor in the Beijing Olympics. 

Amateur Boxing Association of the Philip- 
pines president Manny Т. Lopez said the silver 
medal is a worthy finish for the RP-PLDT 
Smart boxing team. 

“We lost our first three bouts here but 
bounced back mightily. Violito (Payla) and 
Genebert (Basadre) came to within a whisker 
of gaining slots in the Olympics. We leamed 
our lessons here.” 

Lopez said that the Philippines is looking 
forward to competing in the next Asian 
Olympic qualifying slated January in Bangkok, 
Thailand. 


Baguio marathon: Lindawan stuns Vence 


leg championship. 

Catherine Reglos and Janice 
Мафарап finished second and 
third, respectively, with clockings 
of 1:52:57 and 1:53:38. 

Vence admitted he didn't run af- 
ter Lindawan anymore when the 
latter overtook him. 

“My focus is on the SEA 
Games,” said Vence. 

Vence has already won one 
gold, two silvers and one bronze 
medals in previous SEA Games 
editions and is aiming for another 
medalin December. 

The top three finishers in the 
men's and women’s 21K race ad- 
vanced to the 42K grand finale set 
Nov. 18 in Manila Биг Vence and 
Buenavista, both Metro Manila leg 
winners, won't join because of 
their SEA Games training, 

The 5K fun run was ruled by 
Edison Manansala, Ceasar Cas- 
taneto and Larry Mark Mendoza in the men's 
and Alice Kate Aparri, Josie Gabuco and Div- 
ina Kitongan in the distaff side. The winners in 
the ЗК race for kids were Paul Pesigon П and 
Ага May Saysay (6-9) and Jonfrey Opendo 
and Cattlea Carreon (10-12). 


Django, 3 more 


Keng-Kwang, 9-4. 

Lee Vann Corteza then made it 4-оЁ5 for the 
day, scoring a controversial 9-4 decision of Tai- 
wanese Chang Pei-wei and a similar 9-4 rout of 
Jeremy Jones of the United States to become 
the second Group 8 qualifier after Mika Immo- 
nen of Finland. 

‘That group had more than its share of con- 
troversy after Immonen almost got into a fight 
with Jones, whom he beat, 9-6, to march оп. 
Both engaged in a series of trash-talking that 
almost ignited afistight. 

‘Three more Filipinos see action today, with 
Marlon Manalo opening his Group 14 stint op- 
posite Serb Dejan Dabovic and Leonardo An- 
dam squaring off with last years runner-up 
Ralf Souquet of Germany. Jeff De Luna also 
gets going against Sandor Tot of Serbia. 

The last two of the 15 Filipinos en- 
tered—Dennis Orcollo and Robert 
Gomez—don't play until tomorrow. 

Indonesian Muhammad Zulfikti and Croat 
Philip Stojanovic were the others to qualify 
from Pagulayan's group, with Zulfikri sealing 
his slot after a 9-1 win over David Alcaide of 
Spain. Stojanovic nipped Martian Kemper of 
‘Austria in their rubber match, 9-5. 
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Marquez fails to impress Pacquiao 


IT WAS AN IMPRESSIVE TITLE DE- 
fense for World Boxing Council 
(WBC) super featherweight champi- 
on Juan Manuel Marquez yesterday 
but it made no impression at all to 
the man he wanted to impress most. 

Filipino champion Manny Pac- 
quiao told Ronnie Nathanielsz of 
Philboxing.com in a telephone inter- 
view that Marquez was “slow and had 
no real power” minutes after the 
Mexican retained his crown with a 
unanimous decision win over Rocky 


Juarez in Tucson, Arizona. 


Marquez, defending his title for the 


first time after dethroning fellow Mexi- 
can Marco Antonio Barrera early in the 
year, counter-punched his way en 
Toute to а 118-110, 117-111, 120-108 
victory. 

“Kayang kaya ko (1 can take him easi- 
ly),” Pacquiao stressed as he exuded 
confidence of a victory in а possible re- 
match with Marquez. 

Pacquiao, who was interviewed by 
Nathanielsz from his house in General 


Santos City where he watched the fight, 
also noted that Marquez failed to finish 
off the smaller Juarez inside the dis- 
tance despite connecting with solid 
shots in the latter rounds. 

As expected, Marquez wasted no 
time in challenging Pacquiao, who only 
last month outclassed Barrera in their 
rematch. 

“1 had great preparation for this 
fight,” Marquez told the media after the 
fight. “I have worked very hard for four 
months, and now I want Manny Pac- 


quiao, but he doesn't want to fight me.” 

The WBC had earlier ruled that Mar- 
quez should next face Pacquiao in a 
mandatory showdown should he get 
pastJuarez. 

Pacquiao and Marquez fought to a 
‘draw in their first fight in 2004 after the 
Mexican survived three knockdowns in 
the first round. 

The Filipino ring icon said he expects 
to fight again early next year with his 
handlers now looking at several 


Pacquiao, who many consider as the 
world's best fighter, has been called out 
left and right by different fighters lately, 
ranging from featherweights, super 
featherweights and even the 
lightweights. 

Even former Olympic gold medalist 
and world champion Joel Casamayor 
has called out Pacquiao, while some 
camps have expressed interest in a pos- 
sible Oscar De La Hoya-Pacquiao show- 
down. ^ Withareport from Salven 


Boxing wake-up 
call in Chicago - 


IT'S EASY TO SAY NICE 
things about boxer Harry 
Tafamor who dared break 
away from a sleepy, losing 
system to make it to his third. 
Olympics. 

He loomed skeletal, drained 
when he shed his red head gear 
after a dominant stand against 
his younger Thai rival in the 
semifinals of the World Cham- 
pionship that earned him a slot 
in next year's Beijing Olympics. 

‘The mesticillo pride of Zam- 
boanga, visibly overworked, 
had represented the Philippines 
in both the 2000 Sydney and 
2004 Athens Olympics. 

But the best he has eamed, 
as the lone qualifier from the 7- 
man RP squad, was another 
wild shot at the elusive Olympic 
medal, nothing more. 

So how did he do it? 

Tafiamor bared he had to 
box differently, unlike most of 
his teammates. 

“May mga binago, takbo, 
suntok, tago, diskarte, hindi 
puro sugod (1 used new 
moves, run, punch, retreat, 
create” openings, attack" 
Таћатог bared after his 
dinching win. 

He was interviewed for the 
Ingumer by Chicago-based 
entrepreneur Rolando Hiso 
who, with his gang, helped 
members of the RP squad 
with their various needs dur- 
ing the tournament. 

However, Hiso said 
Tafiamor was speechless mo- 
ments after losing to younger, 
masterful Zou Shiming of 
China in yesterday's light fly- 
weight final. 

“Talo talaga siya, no com- 
plaint,” Hiso, a former na- 
tional cycling team standout, 
reported. 

‘Tafiamor has every reason to 
be frustrated. 

He fought gallantly for what 
could've been RPs first gold 
medal in the World Champi- 
onship. 

But, without meaning to 
slight the veteran campaigner, 
his defeat at the hands of the 
sharp, wily Zou, could be a 
blessing disguise. 

A gold medal win would've 
sent our amateur boxing offi- 
cials celebrating and claming 
success in their Chicago mis- 
sion. 

There would have been 
something like a ticker-tape 


welcome, bands, banners, etc. 


Bare EYE 


Recab 
Trinidad 


Atleast, there's consolation 
in the possibility that, with 
practically all the RP bets 
falling on the wayside, ће de- 
Ђафе in Chicago could finally 
open the eyes of these offi- 
cials, the same bunch that 
had to wonder out loud what 
went wrong after returning 
empty-handed from both the 
Olympiads in Sydney and 
Athens. 

In reaching the gold medal 
bout, Тайатог had demon- 
stated that the RP boxing 
team, perennial top hope for 
Olympic medals, must break 
away from a shallow system 
that had yielded nothing but 
rotten eggs from the Olympics 
in nearly a decade. 

Despite having allowed the 
gold medal to slip Tafiamor 
had delivered the clear message 
that changes in the national 
amateur boxing set-up must be 
thorough and truly pertinent. 

At least, this time they did 
not have to wait and return 
fom the Beijing Summer 
Games with another tired diag- 
nosis, the way they had done in 
both Sydney and Athens. 

The wake-up call has come 
much ahead. 

It's like this. If the likes of 
fiyweight Violito Payla, a сег- 
tified slugger, cannot be con- 
verted into a thinking, calcu- 
lating boxer, if he can't be 
cured of his urge to out-mus- 
de instead of outsmart and 
outpoint his opponents, there 
should be drastic changes in 
the team composition, no 
matter how late. 

‘The reasons behind succes- 
sive boxing debacles are too 
huge and dear to be over- 
looked. 

Its odd, however, that top 
officials of the Amateur Box- 
ing Association of the Philip- 
pines (Abap), who continue 
to work as a clique, have had 
to be repeatedly roused from 
deep slumber. 

They rely on a loose pro- 
gram that leaves so much to 
luck and chance. 

In fact, that wake-up call in 
Chicago may not be enough 


to send them on their toes. 


Ruel, Cuarto hurdle PCA Open rivals 


THIRD SEED ROLANDO RUEL JR. 
and Cris Cuarto scored contrasting 
"wins Saturday to reach the second. 
round in the 26th Philippine Columbian 
Association Open Tennis Champi- 
‘onships at the Club's indoor courts. 
Ruel, a former RP Davis Cupper, 
defeated Mario Sabas, 6-3, 6-4, to ad- 


vance against Word Juniors cam- 
paigner Joshua Tan Ho, who bested 
PCA Open Junior champ Mark Васа, 
64,62 

Cuarto, coach of the SEAG-bound 
RP women’ team, ralied to beat Kyle 
Dandan, 3-6, 6-4, 6-1, and arrange a 


‘duel with Joseph Vietoring. + 


JUAN Manuel Marquez (left) slips a jab past Rocky Juarez in the second round of their WBC super featherweight title bout in Tucson, Arizona. 
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Manuel rips Rocky, wants Pacman 


TUCSON, ARIZONA—JUAN MANUEL 
Marquez defended his World Boxing 
Council super featherweight title with a 
12-round decision over Rocky Juarez at 
the Desert Diamond Casino here on Sat- 
шау. 

Marquez, who suffered a hand injury in 
training which led to a postponement, won on 
all three judges scorecards, 118-110, 117- 
111, 120-108. 

Marquez (48-3-1 35 KOs) is hoping his vic- 
tory leads to a rematch with Filipino fireball 
Manny Pacquiao. 

Juarez (27-4, 19 KOs) suffered a cut over 
his left eye in the first round and couldn't stop 


the bleeding for the entire fight. Juarez won 
the silver medal at the 2000 Summer 
Olympics. 

“Thad great preparation for this fight 
quez said. “I have worked very hard for four 
months, and now I want Manny Pacquiao, but 
he doesn't want to fight me." 

The 27-year-old American Juarez suffered 
his third loss in five fights. 

"This is the first fight that 1 got cut and had 
blurred vision because of it," Juarez said. “1 
knew from the second when we bumped 
heads that it was going to be bad. 

“Never at one point did I want to stop the 
fight. The cut did affect me though, because it 


RP five revamp looms 
in tomorrow's meeting 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


A REVAMP MAY BE IN THE 
offing for the national basket- 
ball team set to see action in the 
Southeast Asian Games in Thai- 
land this December. 

The Harbour-Philippine team 
absorbed its second loss playing as 
a guest squad in the Philippine. 

Basketball League recently, 

prompting team officials to set an 

emergency meeting tomorrow 

with BAPSamahang Basketbol ng Pilipinas 
president Manny V Pangilinan. 

“The defeat is alarming since other coun- 
tries, especially Malaysia, Indonesia and host 
Thailand, are preparing hard for the coming 
SEA Games,” said Mikee Romero, Harbour 
Centre owner and project director of the SEAG 
squad. 

Aside from tapping more amateur stars, the 
Nationals are hoping to acquire players from 
the pro ranks. 

“We have to address the problem of the 
team this early and we plan to submit our pro- 
posals to the board on Tuesday" said Romero. 

The Air21 Express have already offered the 
services of Ranidel de Ocampo—who suited 
up for the all-pro national team in the Fiba Asia 
championship in Tokushima, Japan—and key 
players Arwind Santos, Wynne Arboleda and 
slam dunk champion KG Canaleta. 

The move, though, is subject to the PBA 
board's approval. 

Several amateur standouts were also listed 
for possible inclusion during Romero's meet- 


ing yesterday with PBL commis- 
sioner Chino Trinidad, national 
team coach Junel Baculi and team 
coordinator Erick Arejola. 

Expected to give Baculi “more 

options” are Hapee's Fil-Am sen- 
sation Gabe Norwood, La Salles 
Rico Maierhofer and JV Casio, 
UEs Mark Borboran and Elmer 
Espiritu, Ateneo's Chris Tiu, 

+ Hapee's Reed Juntilla and Har- 
bour Centre's Al Vergara. 

Norwood said in a recent inter- 
view with the INQumen that he has yet to re- 
ceive an invite from the national team. 

“Were willing to accept all the help we can 
get, in whatever capacity” said Васић, who on- 
Jy has a month ей to train the national team. 

Only Jason Castro, Beau Belga, ex-pro Alex 
Crisano and Chad Alonzo have delivered no- 
table performances for the national squad, 
which Baculi said lacks killer instinct" and 
“needs to work on defense.” 

‘Other personalities invited to join Romero 
and Pangilinan in the emergency meeting are 
BAPSBP officials led by vice chair Ricky Var- 
gas, executive director Patrick Gregorio, trea- 
surer Christian Tan and La Salle coach and na- 
tional youth mentor Franz Pumaren. 

The Harbour-RP Team's PBL record fell to 3- 
2 after a loss to Hapee, 78-73, last Saturday. 
The Nationals also dropped their opening-day 
match versus Harbour Centre, 83-74. 

“We can't relax because it's our honor which 
is at stake in the SEA Games,” said Romero. 
“We have to protect our legacy and keep our 
winning tradition in the SEA Games.” 


throws off your game plan. You're worried 
about knocking heads again, so it limits your 
strategy” 

Marquez defeated Mexican compatriot 
Marco Antonio Barrera in March to claim the 
crown. 

Pacquiao sent Marquez to the canvas three 
times in the first round of their 2004 bout but 
had to settle fora draw. 

On the undercard, IBF world featherweight 
champion Robert Guerrero scored a first 
round knockout of Martin Honorio. 

Guerrero connected with a straight left that 
put Honorio on the canvas after just 56 sec- 
onds. АЕР 
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PSA Forum tomorrow 
WOMEN POWER SWEEPS TOMORROW'S 
PSA forum at the Shakey's United Nations 
Avenue branch as the country's top bets in 
beach volleyball and powerlifting grace the 
weekly session. 

Fil-Am volleybelles Diane Pascua and 
Heidi Ilustre and World Masters powerlift- 
ing record holder Erlina Pecante will appaar 
inthe public sports program aired live over 
0258 Sports Radio 918 and sponsored by 
Shakey's and Pagcor 


UGBA 9-stag derby 


THE METRO MANILA ELIMINATIONS OF 
UGBA Heritage Cup National 9-Stag Derby 
2007 starts today at San Juan Coliseum, 
with some 70 matches lined up. 

Rene Diaz, president of the United 
Gamacock Breeders Associations (UGBA) 
said today's competition is exclusive only 
to members of the Luzon Gamecock 
Breeders Association (LGBA). 

Another qualifying round featuring LG- 
ВА members will be staged on Wednesday 
at SJC, while the eliminations on Nov. 10 
and 17 are open to other breeders. 


Bakbakan today 

FOUR DAYS OF TOPNOTCH STAGFIGHT- 
ing action begins today as the NFGB Na- 
tional Bakbakan 10- stag derby takes cen- 
terstage at the Makati Coliseum. 

Three-stag eliminations will be held to- 
day and on Nov. 7 and 8; said Ricoy Pal- 
mares, president of the National Federation 
ої Gamecock Breeders (NFGB). 

Promoters Lito Orillaza, Rudy Salud and 
William Co of WTJ Sports and Amuse- 
ment Corp. said members of the Pinoy 
Cockers Association of the Philip- 
pines(PCAP) will also field entries today. 


Gabica seeks 3rd Mixed Doubles crown 


SPECIAL CAGEFEST: Quezon City 4th district councilor Ariel Inton does 
the ceremonial toss during the opening of the Philippine Deaf Basketball 
League organized by the Philippine Deaf Life and Sport Club, Inc. 
(PDLSCI) headed by Stevenson Tee at the Colegio de San Lorenzo Sports 


‘Complex in Congressional Avenue, Quezon City, recently. 


ANTONIO “GAGA” GABICA EYES 
his third local title this year when 
he competes in the San Miguel Cor- 
poration (SMC) Mixed Doubles: 
Beauty and the Best 9-Ball Champi- 
onship at the Subic Bay Freeport 
Zone (SBFZ) in Zambales. 

The 35-year-old Gabica recently 
ruled the 4th San Miguel Beer 9- 
Ball Open where he pocketed 
P500,000. He also topped the SMC- 


BSCP 9-Ball Ranking Tournament. 
Supported by Makisig Channel 
76, IBC 13 in close cooperation 
with sportsman Edwin Rodriguez, 
the event set on Nov. 24 will feature 
eight professional players teaming 
up with eight gorgeous ramp mod- 
els. It will coincide with the celebra- 
tion of the Advertising Board of the 
Philippines (AdBoard) Congress. 
Rodriguez intends to hold a bil- 


Нага tilt in Sacred Heart, Quezon | 
City, to discover future world cham- 
pions in the likes of Ronato Alano 
(2006), Alex Pagulayan (2004) and 
Efren “Bata” Reyes (1999). 

Other players invited to play in 
the event are Dennis Orcollo, Ron- 
nie Alcano, Jeffrey De Luna, Rober- 
to Gomez, Gandy Valle, Jharome 
Pena and Carlo Biado. 


Marlon Bernardino, Contributor GABICA 
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se? 
t RAFAEL Nadal: First 


championship match in 
three months. REUTERS. 


PARIS—RAFAEL NADAL WILL PLAY 
А David Nalbandian in the Paris Маѕ- 

ters final, and Richard Gasquet 
А. clinched the last place for the sea- 
| son-ending Masters Cup despite 

losing his semifinal match. 
‘Second-seeded Nadal beat Mar- 
cos Baghdatis, 4-6, 6-4, 6-3, Satur- 
day and Nalbandian defeated 
10th-seeded Gasquet, 6-2, 6-4. 

But Gasquet already had enough 
points for the Nov. 11-18 event in 
Shanghai before stepping onto the 
court because Baghdatis had lost. 

Nalbandian is going for a second 
straight Masters title Sunday after 
winning in Madrid last month, where 
he dominated Nadal, 6-1, 6-2, in the 
quarterfinals. 

The Argentine doesn't expect it to 
be as easy this time. 

“] think here is a little different 
than Madrid," Nalbandian said. “It's 
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a little slow, and it’s maybe a little bit 
better for him." 

Nadal, who reached his first final 
since July 22, said his form has im- 
proved since that loss. 

“My expectations were only to play 
well, so I didn't think about the final," 
Nadal said. "I said before the tourna- 
ment that I just wanted to play good 
because my goal was to finish the 
season with good feelings. Today I 
started playing very good." 

Gasquet accepted he was “a level 
under" Nalbandian. 

"I'm not sure I played a player as 
good as he is," Gasquet said. "Even 
when I played (Roger) Federer six 
times I never felt that way.” 

Nalbandian showed that his back- 
hand is back to its brutal best after a 
fifth straight win over Gasquet. 

“Backhand, forehand, he really 
plays well," Gasquet said. "Even if I 


DAVID Nalbandian returns the 
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. Nadal, Nalbandian set up Paris battle 


ball ко France's Richard Gasquet Е 


in their semifinal match іп the 
Paris Open. 


play my best tennis, even then Fm not 
sure I could win”, 


Davenport in finals 
In Quebec City, Lindsay Davenport 
advanced to the Bell Challenge final, 
beating second-seeded Vera Zvonare- 
уа of Russia, 6-2, 6-7 (3), 6-3. 
Davenport is playing her third sin- 
gles tournament since the birth of her 
first child.in June. The three-time 
Gland Slam champion will face third- 
seed Julia Vakulenko of Ukraine. AP 


Defensive Rockets blast 


Blazers, gain 3-0 start ^ 


HOUSTON--THE HOUSTON ROC- 
kets have a new-look, fast-paced of- 
fense under Coach Rick Adelman. 

For a half on Saturday night, the de- 
fense looked as stingy as it did under 
Jeff Van Gundy. 

Yao Ming had 21 points and 12 re- 
bounds and Tracy McGrady added 20 
points and six assists as the Rockets im- 
proved to 3-0 for the first time since 
the 1996-97 season with an 89-80 win 
over Portland, 

Yao scored only eight points and Mc- 
Grady only five in the second half, but 
the Rockets stayed in control with their 
defense, forcing 18 turnovers and hol- 
ding the Blazers to 41 percent shooting 
(81076). 

Portland started making baskets 
when the outcome was decided. The 
Blazers trailed by 15 at the break after 
29.7 percent (11 of 37) and 
iting 13 turnovers in the first,, 


half 

“We made 'em take tough shots, we 
contested a lot of jumpers, we kept 
them out of the paint,” said McGrady, 
who had one of Houston's eight steals. 

Brandon Roy scored 23 and former 
Texas star LaMarcus Aldridge added 
20 for Portland, off to its first 0-3 start 
since the 1986-87 season. 

Following а 47-point effort at Utah 
on Thursday, McGrady started 4-for-8, 
then went 4-for-15 the rest of the way. 
Yao went 2-for-7 in the second halfand 
even missed a dunk. 

The Rockets never needed big 
games from either All-Star because the 
Blazers were off-target from the start. 

Houston opened with an 18-4 run as 
Portland missed 14 of its first 17 shots. 
Yao and McGrady scored 20 points to- 
gether in the first quarter as Houston 
built a 25-12 lead. 

In their first two games, the Rockets 
fell behind early in Los Angeles and 
Utah and rallied to win both times. 

“We came out better," McGrady said. 
“The last two games, we've been kind 
of flat. For the most part, we came out 
ready to roll in that first quarter.” 

‘Yao flipped in a turnaround jumper 
to starta 9-0 burst that pushed the lead 
over 20 early in the second quarter. Yao 
hit six of his first eight shots. 

The Blazers cut Houston's lead to 15 
before McGrady returned after a long 
rest. He hit two long jumpers, then 
drove through traffic for another bas- 


Cabrera nips Singh; 44 
RP golfers way off 


SINGAPORE—ANGEL CABRERA OF. 
Argentina lifted the $4-million Singa- 
pore Open title after fending off a spir- 
ited Vijay Singh of Fiji by one shot in a 
thrilling duel on Sunday. 

‘The big-hitting Cabrera birdied the 
last hole on a sun-baked Serapong 
course at Sentosa Golf Club to add to 
his US Open success, closing out Asia's 
richest national Open with a one-over- 
par 72 and an eight-under-par 276 
winning total. 

Singh, who started the day six off 
the lead, mounted a brave title charge 
with a new course record 67 but came 
up just short at the end against а man 
who wowed the week's record gal- 
leries of nearly 32,000 spectators with 
his power play. 


ket to stretch the lead to 42-23. 

“We need to get off to a better start 
Roy said. “We can't dig such a big hole 
against a team that is as good as Hous- 
ton.” 

Channing Frye and Aldridge scored 
inside in the first minute of the third 
quarter as Portland closed the deficit to 
11. The Rockets missed their first five 
shots before Chuck Hayes made a 
layup off an assist from McGrady. 

The Blazers hit 7 of their first 9 
shots after the break and Roy's 
pull-up jumper with 6:03 left 
in the third quarter pulled 
Portland to within eight, at 
54-46. Out of a time out, Mc- 
Grady found Luis Scola for 
an easy layup to restore the = 
double-digit lead. 

Portland missed its last eight 
shots of the third quarter and 
Houston led 62-46 heading to the 
fourth, 

‘Though the Blazers couldn't cut into 
their deficit, Coach Nate McMillan 
liked what he saw from his team out of 
halftime. 

“They came out with fire and fight 
and were much more aggressive in the 
second half,” he said. 

Roy scored to end the Blazers 
drought, but Mike James answered 
with a long jumper from the wing. 
James was 3-for-7 from 3-point range 
and scored 17 for Houston. 
£: The teams virtually traded baskets 
‘until Aldridge scored twice to cut the 
deficit to eight in the final two min- 
wtes. MéGrady finished off Portland 
with a three-pointer from the wing 
with 1:25 left that put the Rockets up 
83-72. 

The Blazers failed to reach 20 points 
in any of the first three quarters, then 
outscored Houston 34-27 in the fourth. 

“Tm not satisfied with the way we 
executed down the stretch," McGrady 
said. AP 


COMPLETE RESULTS: Magic 94, Wizards 82. 
Nets 83, 76ers 88; Pacers 121, Grilles 111; Bucks 
78, Bulls 72; Mavericks 123, Kings 102; Jazz 133. 
Warriors 110 


NBA on Basketball TV 
Ta.m.—Charlote vs Miami (replay 630 p.m.) 
10:30 a.m.—Utah vs LA. Lakers (replay. 
Эрт) 


Angelo Que emerged the best Fil- 
ipino finisher at joint 33rd, firing a fi- 
nal-round two-over 73 for a 294 total. 

Mars Pucay and amateur champion 
Anthony Fernando were tied with 
three others at 41st spot at 295; Juvic 
Pagunsan settled for joint 52nd at 297; 
and Tony Lascufia finished at joint 
62nd with a 300 aggregate. 

Title holder Adam Scott of Australia 
ended up third following a 71, finish- 
ing five behind the new champion 
while American rookie Jin Park en- 
joyed his biggest payday by finishing 
fourth in the star-studded event with a 
closing 74. 

Asia's best finisher was burly 
Thai Prom Meesawat, sixth on 284 
aftera 71. Asian Tour News 
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HOUSTON Rockets’ Yao Ming is blocked by Portland Trail Blazers’ Travis Outlaw in 


the fourth quarter. The Rockets won for their first 3-0 start in | | years. 
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Top US runner 
dies in Olympic 
marathon trial 


NEW YORK—TOP DISTANCE RUN- 
ner Ryan Shay died during the U.S. 
men’s Olympic marathon trials Satur- 
day after collapsing about 5 1/2 miles 
(9 kilometers) into the race. 

Shay was taken to Lenox Hill Hospi- 
tal and was pronounced dead, New 
York Road Runners president Mary 
Wittenberg said. He was 28. 

“Te cuts a knife through everybody's 
hearts," said Wittenberg. 

Shay's father, Joe, said his son was 
first diagnosed with a larger than nor- 
mal heart at age 14. 

The elder Shay told The Associated 
Press his son was cleared for running 
this spring by doctors but was told he 
might have need of a pacemaker when 
heis older. AP 


Yankees: 
Let's talk 


$350M 


NEW YORK—THE NEW YORK 
Yankees were told $350 million 
was the starting point for discus- 
sions about retaining Alex Ro- 
driguez before the slugger de- 
cared himself a free agent, local 
newspapers reported on Satur- 
day. 

Citing club and major league 
sources, local media reported that 
agent Scott Boras told the Yankees 
it would take at least a $350-mil- 
lion extension to Rodriguez's deal, 
which had three years remaining 
оп the original 10-year, $252-mil- 
lion agreement. 

The two sides never met face-to- 
face оп ап extension and Boras an- 
nounced during Game Four of the 
World Series that Rodriguez was 
exercising an escape clause in the 
deal originally signed with Texas 
to declare himselfa free agent. 

The Yankees had planned to of- 
fer Rodriguez, 32, a five-year ex- 
tension for about $150 million, 
club sources said. 

Rodriguez had 10 days from the 
end of the World Series as a dead- 
line for becoming a free agent. 

He had a stellar season, leading 
the majors with 54 home runs and 
156 runs batted in. Reuters 


Calzaghe 
grabs WBA, 
WBC belts 


CARDIFE WALES—UNDEFEATED JOE 
Calzaghe seized Mikkel Kessler's WBA 

and WBC world titles on Sunday and is 

once again surrounded by super-mid- 

dleweight belts. 

Unanimously outpointing a previ- 
ously undefeated Dane seven years his 
junior, the 35-year-old Welshman once 
again proved he gets better as he gets 
older. He shook off the Dane's power- 
ful right hands and finished strongly 
for his 44th victory in a row and 21st 
defense of the WBO title dating back 
10 years. 

“To win the four major title belts, to 
be the unbeaten champion and 10 
years a champion, its just amazing and 
Tm so proud,” said Calzaghe, who said 
it could well be his final fight at 168 
pounds before he finishes his career as 
a light-heavyweight. 

"An extra seven pounds at this stage. 
in my career--10 years a champion; 
four major belts—what else is there to 
do? Dig all those guys up—Roy Jones, 
Bernard Hopkins, come on ler's do it. 

“1 want to fight the big fights and 
hopefully this will set this up for the 
big fight and Hopkins will come out of 
hiding.” 

Calzaghe closed with three standout 
rounds at the Millennium Stadium to 
unify the three titles in front of 35,000 
of his fans. 

After both fighters traded big shots 
and combinations in all 12 rounds, the 
three judges gave the decision to 
Calzaghe. Raul Caiz scored it 117-111, 
fellow American John Stewart had it 
116-112 and Massimo Barrovecchio of 
Italy scored it 116-112. AP 
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Roxas’ solo 
homer lifts 
Manila IX 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


GAMES SUNDAY (Rial Feld) 
7 aum.—Makal vs Cebu 
10:30 2m.—Dumaguete vs Marikina 
2 pum.—Manlla vs Taguig 


VIRGILIO ROXAS BROKE UP THE DUEL 
between national team pitchers with a solo 
home run in the first extra inning that car- 
ried Manila to a dramatic 2-1 triumph over 
Taguig in the Baseball Philippines Series 2 
at the Rizal Memorial field. 

The 29-year-old slugger sent Ernesto Bina- 
12055 second pitch far into the left field stands 
to break the 1-1 standoff the Sharks forced in 
the bottom of the ninth inning on a run-scor- 
ing single by Marvin Май. 

With its third straight win, Manila moved up 
toa tie for second at 3-2 with Marikina even as 
Cebu improved its leading slate to 4-1 after 
routing defending champion Makati, 11-4, be- 
hind a six-run explosion in the seventh inning, 

Earlier, Dumaguete exploded with three 
тип in the sixth inning and went on to post а 
6-2 win over Marikina and raised its record to 
23. 

Taguig suffered its third straight loss for a 1- 
4mark. 

“Iwas waiting for it,” said Roxas of the Bina- 
rao sinker that he smashed to post the second 
homer of the series and the third in the league 
since his first-ever home run last July. 

Charlie Labrador struck out 11 and issued 
seven hits for Manila as he outdueled fellow 
Philippine team pitcher Binarao, who pitched 
four and 2/3 innings after taking over from 
Roel Empacis. 

Binarao had eight strikeouts while yielding 
six hits including Malig's key single to the cen- 
terfield in the ninth that sent home Rommel 
Roja. 

Taguigs Rizel Santos earlier drove home 
Ferdinand Recto for the game's initial run on 
top of the ninth. 


Golfest stakes 
BMW for ace 


THE 11TH ORCHARD FOUNDERS INVITA- 
tional golf tournament reels off on Nov. 22-25 
wich an array of attractive prizes that include a 
2007 BMW 1161 as a hole-in-one prize. 

Also up for grabs are two Business Class 
tickets to the West Coast packaged with a 
cruise to Baja, Mexico, aboard a luxury liner as 
grand raffle prize for participants, compli- 
ments of Philippine Airlines and Baron Travel. 

‘The BMW is at stake on all eight par three 
holes, four each at the Palmer and Player 
courses. Tournament raffle prizes with a 
value of P1.5 million await the participant 
during the Thursday and Friday cocktails 
and the awards night on Sunday. 

ТЕ nobody scores an ace in the fourday 
competition, anyone who buys a P2,500 raffle 
ticket will stil have a chance to drive home ei- 
ther a BMW 320i or a BMW 116i, which are 
the grand raffle prize on top of other major 
prizes like a home theater and LCD TVs. 


SLAM DUNKER: Air21 mainstay and many 
time slam dunk champ KG Canaleta (right) 
paysa courtesy call on Federal Tyres sales 
manager for Asia Norman Ching and Federal 
‘Tyres head Ronnie Co recently. 
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BSP, gov't OK bond offering to OFWs 


YG 
NDS 


CURRENCIES 


PESO-DOLLAR RATE 


ipees E S 1 


‚207 


Азор, Oct31 


Sharp Dow drop seen dragging stocks 


SHARE PRICES ARE EXPECTED ТО jee em 
take their cue from third-quarter am] = 
earnings this week and Wall - 
Street's sharp selloff last Thursday, зы Н 
analysts said. = 

However, local interest rate cuts С» = mex mom = э 


may provide some temporary boost (See stockmarket report on Page B2) 
in the stock market during the week, traders added. 

‘American financial giant Citigroup sees the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas cutting further its benchmark interest rates by 25 basis 
points when its policy-making Monetary Board meets on Nov. 15. 

Stock investors are expected to shrug off a widely anticipated 
quarter-point interest rate cut by the US Federal Reserve during its 
meeting last Oct. 31 

"The way the market works is that it usually takes its cue from 
how the Dow (Jones) reacts and the Dow was down by 360 points. 
during (last Thursday) as big banks got hit by downgrades,” said 

SHARP/B3 


Initial size of $500M planned in early 2008 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT AND THE 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas have agreed to offer 
pioneering retail treasury bonds to overseas Fil- 
ipino workers worth at least $500 million starting 
early 2008. 

BSP Deputy Governor Diwa 
Guinigundo told reporters the 
government could initially 
launch $500 million to test the 


market, then issue another 
$500 million should OFWs 


package, hopefully before the 
year ends," Guinigundo said. 

He said the national govern- 
ment had agreed “in principle” 
that an initial size of $500 mil- 
lion would be viable, noting 
that the $200-million size pro- 
posed by state-owned Land 
Bank of the Philippines was too 
small to make a significant con- 
tribution to the governments 
infrastructure outlays. 

The offering will be carved 
out of the national govern- 
ment's existing refinancing re- 


quirements that could other- 
wise be sourced from the com- 
mercial market, he said. 

Guinigundo said the retail 
treasury bonds would likely be 
auctioned off in the domestic 
market, targeting OFW money 
already placed in the banking 
system's foreign currency де; 
posit units (FCDUS). 

“If you offer abroad, there 
will be cross-border issues so 
the offering must be here, 
Guinigundo said. “But you can 

BSP/B2 


Korean firm keen on nuke plant in RP , 


By Abigail L. Ho 


show more appetite for these 
bonds. Orit could be as much as 
а $1-ЫШоп offering right away 
depending on market recep- 
tion, he said. 

"We will put together the 


new nuclear power facility 

In an interview with reporters, 
Kepco Asia business department. 
director general Kyong-Goo Hur 
said the company had expressed. 
interest to develop a nuclear 
power facility in the Philippines 
as early as several years ago. 

“Kepco sent a letter suggesting 
to study and research the intro- 


duction of a nuclear power plant 
in the Philippines a couple of 
years ago, but the government 
has yet to send its response. 
Probably the government thinks 
it will take some time. They un- 
derstand the difficulties of the 
public acceptance issue, consid- 
ering the experience with the 
Bataan plant,” he said. 


Despite that, he said Kepco was 
still open to the idea of helping the 
country tap nuclear resources for 
power generation--whether by 
way of refiring the BNPP or 
putting up an entirely new facility. 
Talks with the Philippine gov- 
ernment, however, were all "un- 
official" at this point, he said. 
KOREAN/B2 


KOREAN GOVERNMENTRUN 
Korea Electric Power Corp. is 
now in “unofficial” talks with 
the Philippine government re- 
garding the possible re-firing of 
the mothballed 620-megawatt 
(MW) Bataan Nuclear Power 
Plant or the establishment of a 
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RECENTLY RELEASED RESULTS 
from the 2006 Family Income 
And Expenditures Survey (FIES) 
“yeveal a disturbing finding: Fil- 


"pinos average real family in- 


come actually fell between 2003 
and 2006. "Real" here means the. 
data are adjusted for infla- 
tion—by valuing the incomes for 
both years using the same set of 
prices—so that one is not misled 
by the effect of rising prices. Ac- 
cording to the FIES data, average 
family income in nominal terms 
(that is, expressed in the prevail- 
ing prices for those years) rose 
„from P148,000 in 2003 to 
P172,000 in 2006, or a 16.2-per- 
cent rise, But prices rose by 19.6 
percent in the same period, 
‘which means that the rising in- 
come still failed to catch up with 
the increase in prices. Thus, aver- 
age family income in 2006, if 
measured in 2003 prices, would 
have been only P144,000, or 
lower by P4,000. 
The average family incomes 


cited above are derived simply by 
dividing total family income by 
the total number of families (17.4 
million in 2006). Thus it implicitly 
assumes that every family gets an 
equal slice of the GDP bibingka. 
But everyone knows that some 
get bigger slices than others, and 
that incomes in the Philippines 
are far from equal. Just how un- 
‘equal are they? 

‘There are at least three numer- 
ical indicators one can use to 
measure how even or uneven in- 
come distribution is in a country. 
Economists and  statisticians 
commonly use a measure called 
the Gini coefficient, whose 
meaning is difficult to explain 
without resorting to graphs. Suf- 
fice it to say here that its value 
can vary between 0 and 1 (or 0 
and 100 if expressed as a per- 
centage). A value of zero denotes 
perfect equality (Le. everyone 
gets an equal slice), while a value 
of 1 or 100 percent denotes abso- 
lute inequality (ie. the richest 
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family gets the entire bibingka). 
The lower the coefficient, the 
more equal income distribution 
is. The good news is that our Gini 
coefficient declined from 0.461 
in 2003 to 0.456 in 2006, telling 
us that income distribution must 
have improved somewhat. 


Income ratios 

These coefficients are of little 
value to the common observer, 
who would find it difficult to vi- 
sualize exactly how equal or un- 
equal the income distribution 
based on the number alone. It is 
for this reason that I prefer to 
use measures of inequality 
based on income ratios. Here, 
one can either measure the ra- 
tio of the incomes of the richest 
quintile (20 percent or one-fifth 
of the population) to the poor- 
est quintile, or of the richest 
decile (10 percent or one-tenth) 


incomes 


to the poorest decile. 

The data show that the rich- 
est quintile had 11 times more 
income than the poorest quin- 
tile in 2006, a slight improve- 
ment from the 11.3 ratio in 
2003. If based on deciles, the 
ratio was 19.2 in 2006, against 
20.1 in 2003. That is, the richest 
10 percent of Filipinos have 
about 20 times the income of 
the poorest 10 percent. 


Wider gaps 

‘The good news is that even 
while average family income 
fell from 2003 to 2006, income 
distribution improved slightly 
within the same period. 

The bad news, though, is that 
income distribution had been 
even better in 1988, when the 
income ratio of the richest quin- 
tile to the poorest quintile was 
only 10 to 1, and that of the rich- 
est decile to the poorest decile 
was just 17.9 to 1. By 1991, 
these ratios had risen to 11.5 
and 21 respectively, suggesting 
that income gaps widened 
through the Aquino administra- 
tion. The early part ofthe Ramos 
administration appeared to have 


succeeded in narrowing the gap, 
with the top-to-bottom quintile 
and decile ratios declining to 
10.6 and 18.7 respectively. But 
the respective ratios rose again 
to 12.6 and 23.1 in 1997, evi- 
dence that the Asian financial 
crisis hit the poor much more 
heavily than the rich. The Estra- 
da years saw these ratios im- 
proving again somewhat to 12.5 
and 22.6 by 2000, and improved 
further under Arroyo to 11.3 
and 20.1 by 2003, and now 11 
and 19.2 in the latest account. 
Still, we have yet to regain what 
we ‘had already achieved 20 
years аро! 


International comparisons 

How does our income distri- 
bution compare with other 
countries? 

Ош closest neighbors are ac- 
tually doing better than us. Thai- 
land's top-to-bottom quintile ra- 
tio is 8.6, with a Gini coefficient 
of 0.427 (all data cited are from a 
compilation by the World Bank). 
Vietnam is even more equitable, 
with corresponding ratio of only 
6 and Gini coefficient of 0.368. 
Surprisingly, even poorer Asian 
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countries like Sri Lanka and 
Bangladesh are more equitable 
than ours, with ratios of 4 and 
46, and Gini coefficients of 0.27 
and 0.317 respectively. Japan, in- 
terestingly, is one of the most eq- 
uitable societies in the world, 
with a top-to-bottom quintile ra- 
tio of 3.4, and a Gini coefficient 
of only 0.248 (as of the 1990s). 

It may be of some consolation 
that the US has worse income 
distribution than ours, with a 
quintile ratio of 14.7 and Gini 
coefficient of 0.464 (as of 2004). 
But even worse are the Latin 
American countries. Brazil has a 
quintile ratio of 21 and Gini co- 
efficient of 0.566; Chile has a ra- 
tio of 15.5 and Gini coefficient 
0.546. And the rest of their 
neighbors have similar figures. 
But the prize for most in- 
equitable of all goes to Zimbab- 
we in Africa, with a quintile ratio 
of a whopping 49 to 1, and Gini 
coefficient of 0.731. 

No reason to be comfortable 
with what we have, nonethe- 
less, as our own standards 
should be closer to home. 

Comments welcome 
chabito@ateneo.edu 
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BSP gov't OK bond offering to OFWS ыы 


market abroad but the payment 
should be made here." 

The government is studying how 
the OFW bonds could be promoted 
abroad without violating the investor 
protection rules of host countries 
The government is also studying 
whether the proposed bonds would 
be denominated in pesos or dollars. 

Guinigundo said that if the gov- 
ernment were to offer an initial 
$500 million, that would mean the 
government could raise the equiva- 
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lent P20 billion through an auction 
worth P5 billion every first or sec- 
ond Tuesday of each month. 

He said this strategy would no 
longer require the government to 
conduct overseas roadshows. 

"What well do is to hold a 
widespread information campaign, 
put up good advertisement in newspa- 
pers, television and radio that there's 
suchan OFW bond,” Guinigundo said. 

The proposed OFW bond issuance 
aims to channel more OFW inflows to 


study by the BSP on remittances, _ 
the challenge with regard to the 

OFW remittance phenomenon—a 

big factor behind the peso's up- 

trend—was not so much the large 

flows coming in but in directing 

these private flows toward produc- 

tive activities. 

"While these are private transfers, 
the government can ensure that the 
policy environment is conducive to 
the use of these remittances for in- 
vestments in productive activities 
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Coffee 
in Stores Near 


Look for the same good and healthy 
Jimm's 5in1 Coffee sporting a brand new look 
in stores near you! 


Launched by Goldshine Pharmaceutical, Inc. in 2005, Jimm's 5in1 
Coffee quickly became known as an enjoyable and healthy 
alternative to regular coffee. 


In addition to caffeine that perks you up and coffee's natural 
antioxidants that help fight harmful toxins, Jimm's 5in1 Coffee 
contains Korean ginseng, which is considered by many to improve 
physical and mental stamina, and Agaricus Blazei Mushroom 
extract, a known stress-buster. This combination has made, for 
many, coffee break a Jimm's habit. 


А new television commercial promoting Jimm's 5in1 Coffee is now 
airing during daytime & primetime shows of the two largest 
television stations in the country. 


"We want more people to be able to experience and enjoy the 
benefits of Jimm's 5in1 Coffee,” says Mr. Gem Encarnacion, 
Goldshine Pharmaceuticals National Sales and Marketing 
Director. 


Goldshine Pharmaceutical also recently signed a new contract with 
its biggest distributor, GNP Trading Corporation, to make sure that 
'you can find Jimm's 5in1 Coffee in stores anytime, anywhere. 


Mr. Jaime Serato, President of Goldshine Pharmaceuticals, 
and Mr. George Nocom Pua, President of GNP, signed the contract 
last 24 October 2007 at Promenade in Greenhills. 


CALL 722-8888 or TEXT (0927) 2501581 For Sales & Service 
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Invitation to bid 


PRIME MAKATI PROPERTIES FOR SALE 


Pronove Tai & Associates and BancNet invite interested parties to bid for 
the following properties on CASH and "AS-IS-WHERE-IS: BASIS: 


Unit 1901, 


Php 11,049,800.00 (МАТ Inclusive) | Php 11,296, 492.08 ( VAT inclusive) 


Please drop your sealed bid at the tender box clearly labeled * Makati 
Properties for Sale" located at the ВапсМе! office reception, 19th Floor, 
Equitable Bank Tower, 8751Paseo de Roxas: Makati City. 


Your sealed bid should be in the tender box on or before 12:00 noon of 
29 November 2007. 


For inquiries. please call Kim Rosaldo or Monique Cornelio. Pronove 


of Pronove Tai & Associates (Phis) Inc. at 02-7501127 or 28 / 0917- 
8460228 / 0917- 6425000. 


Pronove ‘Tai & Associates 


Restore. Rejoice. 
No bull 


Acronis True Image Enterprise Server 
and Acronis True image: 


The complete backup and bare-metal restore 
solution for workstations and servers running 


Windows or Linux 


4) ААСГОГ\Ї< ког а fully functional free evaluation go to: 


Compute with Contidonco WWW.acronis.comínotime or 


Www.acronis.com contact Touch Solutions Inc. Tel #: 7051421 loc 121 


economic development while 
giving OFW households lucra- 
tive investment outlets. These 
savings and investments are 
seen helping prepare OFWs 
for future reintegration into 
the Philippine economy and 
providing additional funding 
for government requirements, 
induding for infrastructure 


"The BSP believes the gov- 
ernment can raise $1 billion 
each year from these pio- 
neering bonds based on the 
OFWs 
could set aside about 10 
percent of their earnings for 


that 


internal 


such as entrepreneurial endeavors 
and investment in better healthcare, 
education and housing for the fa 
lies of remitters," the BSP study said. 

Contrary to the common belief that 
remittances flow in abundance 
whether in good times or bad, the BSP 
study also suggested that prospects of 
the local economy and the peso-dollar 
movement now influence overseas 
Filipinos appetite to send money even 
more than the sheer commitment to 
help families back home. 

“Policymakers should therefore 
notbe drawn into complacency that 
remittances can comfortably help 
the economy weather economic 
downturns. There is no substitute 
for prudent macroeconomic poli 
cies,” the study said. 


Korean ... 


The biggest hurdle for the government to 
overcome, he said, was the lack of public 
acceptance for nuclear facilities because of 
the perceived dangers that these entailed. 

One way for the government to over- 
come this issue—apart from ensuring that 
it had enough knowledge and skill to set up 
and run a nuclear power facility—was to 
prove to the people that this could signifi 
cantly reduce power rates. 

1а the case of Korea, for example, he re- 
lated that roughly 40 percent of its power. 
supply came from nuclear sources. In ef- 
fect, power rates in Korea are among the 
cheapest in the world. 

"We have very low electricity tariffs com- 
pared to other advanced countries, So if you 
have nuclear power in the Philippines, current 
power rates can be reduced," he said. 

For the past 14 
years that Kepco had. 
been engaged in nu- 
clear power genera- 
tion, he said no unto- 
ward incident has 
occured. Not to 
mention that elec- 
tricity rates had gone 
down significantly 
overthose years. 

“you can manage 
the power plant effi- 
ciently and effectively, 
consumers will not 
have to worry about 
the security issues so 
much,” he said. 

Inan earlier inter- 
view, Energy Secre- 
tary Angelo Reyes 
said the govern- 
ment was seriously 
considering the pos- 
sibility of going into 
nuclear power gen- 
eration. 

This, however. 
would take 15-20 
years to accomplish. 

“It takes 15-20 
years to put up a nu- 
clear power plant 
around seven years 
of which would be 
spent on a compre 
hensive study as well 
ason building up our 
human resource 
pool,” he said. 


From page BI 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2007 


Zest-O completes buyout pare 
of Dubai firm for P600M 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


LOCAL BEVERAGE MANUFACTURER. 
-O Corp. has completed its acqui- 
sition of Dubai-based Arab Beverages 
Establishments (ABE), the worlds 
biggest producer of fruit juice snack in 
doypack pouch, for P600 million. 

Zest-O chair Alfredo Yao said the 
buyout of ABE, which uses packag- 
ing similar to his company's flag- 
ship brand Zest-O, was recently fi- 
nalized and that his company was 
looking for other expansion oppor- 
tunities abroad. 

ABE produced the Capri-Sonne 


Sharp Dow drop 


over the weekend as concerns 
about tight supplies before win- 
ter capped a major selloff. 

AB Capital Securities said ina 
daily note to clients that in- 
vestors would also be looking at 


Joseph Roxas, president at Еа- 
gle Equities Inc., said. 

Several US analysts have is- 
sued research notes in recent 
days on concern about banks 
and brokerages’ exposure to the 
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Fruit Juice, under license from 
Capri-Sun AG Switzerland, but the 
contract expired this year, prompt- 
ing the Dubai company to look for a 
new group to continue its opera- 
tions. Negotiations with Zest-O 
started late last year. 

The Dubai manufacturer was 
founded in 1984 and alongside 
with producing Capri Sonne, it dis- 
tributes Active 02, 'V Energy Drink 
and Biophar Honey in the United 
Arab Emirates market. In Dubai, 
ABE has the capacity to produce at 
least 20,000 packets an hour. 

ZestO is the worlds second 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


BUSINESS 


biggest producer of natural fruit 
juice concentrate in doypack next 
to Capri Sonne, with flavors in or- 
ange, strawberry, pineapple, guya- 
bano, mango, mango-orange, ap- 
ple, grape, mango-calamansi, man- 
go-lemonlime and calamansi. The 
company also produces the bottled 
iced tea brand One. 

The Philippine company is like- 
wise expanding elsewhere in the 
fast-growing Asian region, particu- 
larly in China, Indonesia and Viet- 
nam. Prior to the Dubai deal, Zest-O 
has earlier purchased another bev- 
erage company in China. 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


THE GOVERNMENT HAS COMMITTED TO 
slash import duties on oil once threshold 
price levels were reached, in an effort to 
ease the impact of soaring oil costs on do- 
mestic commodity prices. 

Finance Secretary Margarito Teves said 
the government's economic team has 
agreed to cut oil tariffs if prices continue to 
soar to avoid buildup of inflationary pres- 
sures. 

He said the 3-percent duty on imported 
oil would be cut to 2 percent, using an ex- 
change rate of P48 to a dollar, once Dubai 
crude reaches $91.92, and diesel hits 


$94.10 a barrel. 

Teves noted though that, as of the end of 
October, the trigger prices have not been 
reached yet. Dubai was still at $84.52 a bar- 
rel, he said. 

The finance chief added that the import. 
tariff would be slashed further to only one 
percent once Dubai crude hits $104.83. 

Teves said the trigger prices for a reduc- 
tion in import duties were determined 
based on a formula that would yield no rev- 
enue loss for the government. The foregone 
potential revenues resulting from the tariff 
cut would be offset by the additional duty 
revenues arising from the increase in 
prices, he explained. 
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To ease impact of soaring oil, 
gov't set to cut import duties 


But strong peso seen to temper effects of rise in world oil 


Oil prices in the world market has been 
on the rise amid fresh concerns of a supply 
shortage with the entry of the winter 
months, and perceived resistance from ma- 
joroil producers to increase output. 

Rising oil prices raised concerns оп its ef- 
fect on the purchasing power of Filipinos, 
with the Philippines importing bulk of its 
oil requirements. 

‘The government's economic managers, 
however, said the increase in oil prices was 
still not as alarming as many perceived. 
‘They noted that the bullish peso was offset- 
ting the impact of higher oil prices. 

An appreciation of the peso makes im- 
ported goods cheaper. 

Last week, the peso broke into the 4: 
a-dollar territory, which monetary officials 
credited to the increase in dollar remit- 
tances and foreign investments. This was 
much stronger than the average foreign ex- 
change rate of P48:$1 assumed by econom- 
ic managers for 2007. 

Bangko Sentral Governor Amando 
Tetangco Jr. admitted that the spike in oil 
prices would have an impact on commodity 
prices next year, but added this was unlike- 
ly to affect the government's inflation tar- 
get. For 2008, the BSP hopes to limit infla- 
tion between 3 and 5 percent. 

“The effect may be somewhat mitigated 
by such factors as the stronger peso," 
Tetangco said. “The BSP will continue to 
monitor this so that any second round ef- 
fect, or upward shift in inflation expecta- 
Чоп, is properly ... addressed." 

Myrna Asuncion, officer in charge of the 
Neda's policy and planning division, said 
the rise in oil prices was also not enough to 
keep the economy from reaching the gov- 
ernment’s growth target. 

She said the rise in oil prices was not 
enough reason for the economy to fall short 
of the 5.8- to 6.5-percent growth target for 
this year because of the strengthening of 
the peso and other favorable factors. 


BOC set to sell, 
not smash, 
luxury vehicles 


IN AN EFFORT TO MEET ITS COLLECTION 
goal for the year, the Bureau of Customs 
asked for and received Malacafiangs ap- 
proval to sell the smuggled luxury vehicles 
the agency seized, instead of smashing them. 

“I asked the President if [the BOC] could 
sell the vehicles, instead of destroying them, 
because we are in need of additional rev- 
enues,” Customs Commissioner Napoleon 
Morales told reporters. “The primordial func- 
tion of Customs is to collect revenue for the 
government.” 

Morales said that, after the President 
agreed to his request, the BOC placed the 
luxury vehicles on the list of forfeited assets 
to be sold. 

According to Morales, he is under the im- 
pression that Malacafiang may never again 
order the destruction of seized vehicles af- 
ter the BOC received the go-ahead to sell 
the high-priced items. 

Hoping to put teeth into the governments 
antismuggling drive, President Macapagal- 
Arroyo earlier ordered the destruction of 
smuggled luxury vehicles. Three months ago, 
18 such vehicles were destroyed and turned. 
into metal scraps at the Naval Supply Depot 
in Subic Bay Freeport. 

At that time, critics slammed the move, 
saying the government should have instead 
sold the vehicles to make money out of 
them. The luxury vehicles, worth millions 
of pesos, were all reduced to metal serap 
worth an estimated P150,000. 

Morales said there were 17 other smug- 
gled luxury vehicles that were supposed to 
be destroyed but were put on the BOC's 
auction block. One was sold last month. 

The luxury vehicles include, among oth- 
ers, brand new Nissan SUV, Audi, BMW and 
Cadillac units, whose floor prices range 
from P2.3 million to P6.5 million. 

Morales said he was hoping to sell all the 
vehicles before the end of the year to boost 
the BOC's revenue collection. 

‘The Customs chief said the BOC had set 
the floor prices of the vehicles, which in- 
clude proper excise tax and duty, to almost 
match their regular market prices. This was 
in response to criticisms and suspicion that 
the smugglers would get to retrieve their 
vehicles through the BOC auctions. 

“If smugglers indeed are the ones partici- 
patingin the auctions, then they should pay 
what is necessary if they want to get the ve- 
hicles,” Morales said. “The floor prices we 
set were based on marker prices.” 

The BOC, the second biggest revenue 
eamer for the government, after the Bureau 
of Internal Revenue, is tasked to collect 
P228.2 billion this year. The amount is 
sistent with the government's goal of limiting 
its budget deficit to P63 billion from last 
year's P64.8 billion. Michelle V Remo 
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ILOCOS NORTE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Suyo, Dingras. locos Noto 2913 
Th 006716263 V 
Tel No (077) 704-71267040082 Local 818 Fax о, 704-7125, 


INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND BID 


Tho locos Nor Воск Cooperave, Ine. (NEC) no allinerested computer suppor to 
ишене n'a paste dang for he suppl эла dalvey of computer servers and In printers 


er Specifications. 


Republic of the Philippines: 
National Electrification Administration 
Quezon Cly 


Needed Immediately 
lode: Howlett Packard ML370 G5. 


Processor (pa o Xeon" 9000 Quad-Core Processor 1.86 GHz 1006 МНЕ GENERAL MANAGER 


Fron S буз Pak 
у 408 2x 208 2-630 Fuly Вию DIMMS, Tarlac Electric Cooperative, Inc. (TARELCO 1) 
BURG BET SORAM rig и S33hftz, wih Advanced ECC, Onine Spare and San Nicolas, Concepcion, Tarlac 
Moa 
Memory sita: sts por тотоу card 
emot! and isk drive 5 Pea - AP T2 GB 3 GBs 15K rpm SAS SFF SP Hard 
Dok Dove 
Pte at Hard disk controllo: Smart Array P400 Contar wih 258MB coche 
vb ori) 
al die bays: 16, reures second divo cage and отв 
ing Systems: Мой Windows® Savor 2003 25 CAL 
‘Quanity -4 sets 
Grand and Model: Howlett Packard ML370 G5. 
Procasaor pa It Хес 6080 Quad-Core Processor 1.86 СНЕ 1008 MHZ 
Front Sida Bus 
ambar af proeessora : 1 Processor 
алдэ memory memory card 4GB 2 х208 2.5300 Fully Вино DIMMS, 
Оло SORAN ning ы aM, wih Advanced ECC, Onine Sparo and 


Qualifications: 
30-50 YEARS OLD 
Male or Female 
Graduate of Business Administration, Engineering (Electrical, 
Mechanical, ECE), Accounting, Finance, Management or 
cence 
's Degree or Post-Graduate Degree preferred 
Must have at least five (5) years managerial experience in a utity- 
related business enterprise, 
Computer iterate 
Must be wiling lo relocate with his/her family in Tarlac 
Starting Salary: P35,000.00 


Application forms and additional information may be obtained from the 


This is to inform the public that 


ROSARIO MAXIMA HENSON 
has been issued WARRANTS OF ARREST by the 
Municipal Trial Court of Mabalacat, Pampanga as per 
Criminal Case numbers 06-133 to 06-146. Any information 
that may lead to her arrest may be communicated to Raine 


Moore 
Memory slots: В slots por memory card 


Internat Hard diak drive 3 Pee ПР 72 GB 3 GB/s 15K pm SAS SFF SP Hard 


Dex ome 


Hard disk Hard disk controler: Smart Атау P400 Controlar wih 256MB cacho- 


(RAD олю 


тш divo bays : 16. requires second divo coge and controlar 


Operating Systems :Mirosolt Windows® Server 2003 10 GAL 
Line Printer Specifications 
Quanity -4 eats 
'800 Lines per minute 
өгөө bidders shal include After Sales Support in her bid 


Ба documents moy ba chained а Ie ВАС Secretariat during offe hours from 
November Bo 15, 2007 upon paymant сга nonrefundable of P0000 


‘Al bids must bo accompanied by a bid bond in the frm of cash or те 
‘he amount equivalent to 25% of ho lta bid prico. 


Iho righi to тува any or all bids witout orig any reason lo 
kis or nfs eren orto accep such bids as may be considered 


(во) RODRIGO R. AGLIAM 
вас: 


‘Chairman 
ol. Sa 20) 


attel. no. (045) 961-8115 / 961-6774. 


(POLNov. 5842, 2007 
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PEAL ESTATE CONSULTANT. 
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A CASH REWARD awaits the informant. 


Read it every Sunday 
with the Philippine Dally Inquirer. 


Institutional Development Department, 6th Floor, NEA Building, NIA Road, 
Diliman, Quezon City. 


Deadline for submission of application form is on 19 November 2007. 
(508) EDITA S. BUENO. 


URGENT | 
3 FEMALE 
Иб. DENTISTS 


PREFERABLY 
TAYTAY, RIZAL 


635677116360909 


More Classified Ads 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas-Secretariat ... A26 

Davao City Water District . A26 

National Power Corporation . A26 

Philippine Science High School-Central ... A26 
Mindanao Campus 

Provincial Government of Sorsogon... 

LandBank .. 


„.. A26 
. A31 


Clusivol Power-C partners with Kapuso Foundation 


'AS PART OF ITS COMMITMENT OF CARING FOR THE 
health of Filipinos, Wyeth Consumer Healthcare has re- 
cently launched Its "Power Proteksyon" project under its. 
brand Clusivol Power C. The project aims to contribute in 
making the lives of the less fortunate become healthier by 
providing millions worth of Clusivol Power C to different 
foundations and non-profit organizations. According to 
Cyril Urbano, product manager of Clusivol Power C, the. 
„ group has come up with this effort to share its success to 
` "the public. "Clusivol Power C has been doing well in the 
market (ranked No. 2) for a year and a half already and it's 
about time that we give back to others the success of the 
brand by helping the less capable", Urbano added. Target- 
ing organizations that have wide coverage, Wyeth Con- 
sumer Healthcare has decided to give its first batch of do- 
nation to GMA Kapuso Foundation. He added that the 
group wanted to start the project by partnering with an or- 


ganization that is known for its good service to people who 
are in need of medical assistance. GMA Kapuso Foundation 
received P2 million worth of 60-m bottles of Clusivol Power 
С. Nonie Dela Fuente Jr, executive director of the founda- 
tion, believes that the donation is a big help to their organi- 
zation. "We rely heavily on the goodness and generosity of 
other people. Definitely, Clusivol Power C donations have а 
huge impact on us not to mention that we have a number of 
projects catering to health services and medical treatment." 
Dela Fuente Jr. added that the donations of Clusivol Power C 
will be very much useful for the foundation's Bisig Bayan 
(the medical assistance program) and Kalusugan Caravan 
(medical and dental mission) of the foundation. He said that 
Clusivol Power C is crucial to a lot of beneficiaries of these 
programs. Meanwhile, when asked about the sustainability 
ofthe partnership, Urbano said that this is just the start of 
thelr partnership with GMA Kapuso Foundation. 


INDIA’S 3RD BIGGEST BPO TAPS UCPB 

Indian multinational Aditya Birla Minacs Worldwide Ltd (ABM), which is the 3rd biggest business process 
‘outsourcing (BPO) firm in India has tapped UCPB to provide cash management services for its start-up oper- 
ation in the Philippines. Senior officials of the firm led by IT manager Giridhar Bandodekar, finance manager 
Maneesh Garg and site director Munish Mahajan (first, second and fourth from left toured UCPB business 
manager Glenda Gallo (third from left) around АВМ newly opened facility in Eastwood, Quezon City. The fa- 
Ойу will employ 2,500 contact agents. 
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November 19, 1948 * November 05, 1997 


Ten years has passed since you joined our Maker 
You left а void in our lives, but we've managed to move on 
For we know that we have one more angel 
Who continues to guide and look after us 


>> 
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Sia di 

y obituary 
with a picture 
can be a fitting 
tribute to your 
departed 
loved one. 


“I have fought the good fight, 
Ihave finished the race, 
Ihave kept the faith.” 

2 Tim. 4:7, 12:9 


Maj. Gen. Alfonso P. Cagurangan, Jr. AFP (Ret.) 
PMA Class '66 


peacefully joined the Lord on Nov. 1, 2007 
at the age of 63. 

His wife, Desiree and children 
Emmanuel and Racquel, Nathaniel and Glenda, 
Marita and GJ, Danny and Maggie, and Kathleen, 
grandchildren and sisters, request the pious 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


And so, we lovingly remember you today 
‘My, Mommy, Nene, Ate, Tita Remmee 5 Ма am... 
For your strength and firmness; 
Your thoughtfulness and sweetness, 
With celebrations of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
at 6:00 PM today 
In the following churches 


‘OBITUARY 

REQUIREMENTS: 

© Copy of Death 
Certificate 

Ө Any identification 
document (LD.) 


Quezon City 

Our Lady of Consolacion Parish 
Mt. Carmel Church (New Manila) 
Immaculate Conception Cathedral 


Manila 

St. Jude Archdiocesan Shrine 

Minor Basilica of the Black Nazarene 
Shrine of Our Mother of Perpetual Help 
Our Lady of Remedios Church 


‘Sydney, Australia 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Mary Immaculate Parish Church 

With much love, your loving husband HENRY; Children & their 
spouses: SEZE, JIG, DHIN & OBIE, JHON & ARLEN; 
Grandchildren: REIGN, BYN, GABO, HANS & JULIANA; Parents: 
RICARDO SR. (t) & VISITACION (t); Brothers & sisters-in-law: 
Ka RUDY & JOJO, REY & MARIVIC, JUN (t) & ЈАЈА; Sisters & 

brothers-in-law: ROSSEE, SALIE & RICHARD, BECKS & DANNY, 
RESSEE & GABBY; nieces, nephews and the EQUALIVET Family. 


ANG, 


DEATH 
ANNOUNCEMENT 


MESSAGE 
OF THANKS 


DEATH 
ANNIVERSARY 


REQUIEMS 
FREE OBIT 
DESIGN 


His remains lie in state at the 
Mortuary and Crematory of the Heritage Park. 
Interment will be on Wednesday, November 7, 2007 
at the Libingan ng mga Bayani, Taguig after 
the 9:00 a.m. mass at the Chapel 8, 
Heritage Park, Taguig City. 


‚ WE 
ACCEPT 
CREDIT 
CARDS 

and 
bank-to-bank 
payments 


qe 


Crematory 


Our Dearly Beloved 


CAPT. EBENEZER P. MALACAMAN 


(April 9, 1945 - November 1, 2007) 
Peucefully joined our Creator 
ол November і, 2007 аг the age of 62. 

His loving wife Celia С. Malacaman; son Perri; daughter-in- 
law Kathy; daughter Chichi: grandchild KC and all relatives and 
friends request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his 
soul. 

His remains lie in state at Loyola Memorial Chapels, Guadalupe 
Viejo, Makati City 

Funeral Mass at 1:00 pm., Wednesday, November 7, 2007 and 
interment follows at 3:00 p.m. at Loyola Memorial Park, 

yx Sucat, Paralaque. 
AN 


^| waited patiently 
for the Lord: He turned | 
tome and heard iny cry. | 
He lifted me ош А | 


On the 11th Anniversary of 


DIONISIO L. FALGUI, JR. 


Former Provincial Prosecutor — Kalinga Province 
who died on November 5, 1996. 


Mass will be offered today at 6:30 a.m. 
at St. Joseph Parish Church, Tabuk City, Kalinga. 


His bereaved widow Amor Palacio-Falgui; children William 
Dio and Brenda Omengan, Dionisio III (Dondi) and Loretto 
Gonzales, Richard Dio, Maria Diana and Thom John 
(Roche) Dalsen; grandchildren Denise, Diowi, Morel, Lexi, 
Dio IV, Diolo, Andio, Erin, Kahli, Jana and Tingol; sisters 
Esperita, Reinelda, Florentina and Gloria; in-laws, relatives 
and friends request the pious readers to remember him in their 
prayers. 


of the slimy pit, out of | 
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He set my feet on the | 


rock and gave me 


DEMETRIO G. CARLOS, JR. 


July 30, 1927 – October 31, 2007 


5 sal. Я 
a firm place to stand.” 
„Ова | 


Pam 40:12 


Interment tomorrow, November 6, 2007 
at the Marian Garden Memorial Park after the 2:00 p.m. funeral mass 


de paga aga atthe Duhat Chapel 
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Deficient nonlife 
insurers given up to 
Dec. to raise networtb 


Chiong said authorities 
were "convinced that there's 
really money coming in 
(these companies)." 

She said, however, that if 
they would fail to meet the 
requirement this year, these 
companies would be auto- 
matically stripped of their op- 
erating licenses. 

Earlier, credit watchdog 
Standard & Poor's stressed 
the governments lax imple- 


By Doris С. Dumlao 


SIX OUT OF ABOUT 90 NON- 
life insurance companies op- 
erating in the Philippines 
have failed to comply with 
the P100-million minimum 
net worth required by the 
government as of end-2006, 
official documents showed. 
Deputy Insurance Commis- 
sioner Vida Chiong said these 
companies had committed to 
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Greenfield earmarks Р1В for expansion 
Company putting up lifestyle center,’ BPO offices 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


PROPERTY FIRM GREENFIELD DEVELOP- 
ment Corp. of the Campos family is setting 
aside P1 billion for the expansion of its 300- 
hectare mixed-use community dubbed 
"Greenfield City" in Sta. Rosa, Laguna. 

The new phases of the township project will 
include a high-end residential subdivision, of- 
fice buildings and a commercial center. 

In a statement, GDC chair Jeffrey Cam- 
pos said the company was expanding the 
commercial area within Greenfield City by 
another 33 hectares to rhake room for a 
"lifestyle center" which will house more re- 
tail outlets, This will be in addition to its 
open-air mall called Paseo de Sta. Rosa, 
which covers 12 hectares. 


of the planned development of the 10- 
hectare Sta. Rosa Business Park within 
Greenfield City, which is envisioned to be- 
соте а primary office and commercial zone 
in the area. 

Greenfield City is also home to the 
“Greenfield Auto Park,” a 65-hectare spe- 
cial economic zone where 25 hectares of 
Jand serve as a manufacturing facility for 
Ford Motor Phils. Inc., the world's second 
largest car firm. 

Two other companies such as Visteon 
Philippines Corp. and Automotive Interiors 
Corp.—which are involved in the produc- 
tion of Ford's automotive electrical circuits 
and lining interiors---are also located with- 
in the auto park. 

"The TechnoPark Hotel is also strategi- 


132 


cally located here, providing for the needs 
of business executives in the area," a com- 
pany official said. 

Located within the ecozone is the Green- 
feld Automall, a five-hectare integrated 
automotive retail and commercial estab- 
lishment catering to car dealership, саг.ас- 
cessories and auto parts. 

‘The Sta. Rosa Business Park in Greenfield 
City also houses the P100-million Southern. 
Luzon Hospital and Medical Center, which 
was inaugurated last month by President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 

SLHMC is a topnotch medical institution 
and facility that will provide modern and 
state-of-the-art but affordable medical ser- 
vices to residents in the south. The hospital 
is managed by the Calamba Medical Center. 


‘The lifestyle center will be called “Laguna 
Central" and is estimated to cost about P200 
million. It will feature upscale restaurants, 
specialty shops, cafes and bars. 

Paseo de Sta. Rosa presently has a wide 
array of restaurants, brand name outlet 
stores and service shops. 

Also part of the expansion plan, accord- 
ing to Campos, is the establishment of a 
transport hub, estimated to cost P100 mil- 
lion, to further drive growth in the area. 

For the residential development compo- 
nent, the company plans to undertake the 
next two phases of the recently launched 
Pranama residential park. 

GDC executive vice president Duane 
Santos said the company spent P400 mil- 
lion for the first phase of Pramana, which is 
now fully developed and is ready for occu- 
pancy. The first phase covers 25 hectares 
and the next phases will expand the area to 
80 hectares. 

GDC will also build two office buildings 
that will offer 6,000 square meters of 
leasable space to the booming business pro- 
cess outsourcing industry. Estimated to cost 
P240 million, the office buildings form part 


mentation of capital adequa- 
cy rules in the Philippines. 

The adequacy of an insur- 
ers capital is determined 
through their margin of sol- 
vency, ability to pay the claim. 
and their paid-up capital. 

The government earlier 
started a stiffer capital-build- 
up program and introduced 
risk-based capital adequacy. 

‘The Department of Finance 
has ordered the strict imple- 
mentation of the P100-million 
minimum net worth require- 
ment and the risk-based capi- 
tal approach to strengthen 
and consolidate the nonlife 
insurance industry. 

In the meantime, the non- 
life insurance industry is im- 
proving its product offerings 
to jack up its market penetra- 
tion rate, which at present is 
only 15 percent. 

The indusuys profitability 
rate, as measured by return on 
investments, had dropped to 4 
percent this year from as high 
‘as 12 percent in previous years. 


RP ranks 71st in WEF 
competitiveness index 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


fill their deficiencies this year. 

The deficient nonlife insur- 
ers indude Paramount Life 
and Gen., CAP Gen. Insurance 
Corp., CA Life Insurance Corp. 
and CICI General Insurance 
Corp., the documents showed. 
The other two—Covenant As- 
surance Co. Inc. and Far East- 
ern Surety Ins. Co—had been 
slapped with cease-and-desist 
orders due to net worth defi- 
ciencies during the terms of 
former Insurance Commis- 
sioners Ben Santos and Evan- 
geline Escobillo. 

Chiong, however, said 
these firms made an under- 
taking to comply with the net 
worth requirement by the 
end of the year. 

She said some of the com- 
panies were awaiting the sale 
of some of their assets to cov- 
ertheir networth deficiency. 

Industry members, she 
said, had complained about 
the stiff requirements and the 
IC had given these companies 
“a little consideration.” 
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' Important message to smokers from JT International 


Indonesia (54th) and Vietnam 
(68th from 64th) 

Asean members Brunei, Laos 
and Myanmar were not included. 

“The Asia region encompass- 
es the entire gamut in our rank- 
ing, from highly competitive 
countries to the most chal- 
lenged, drawing an extremely 
heterogeneous picture with re- 
spectto the levels of growth and 
development achieved in the re- 
gion,” WEF's head of strategic 
insight teams Fiona Рама said їп 
a statement. 

“Nine Asia-Pacific countries 
are among the top 30 in the 
Global Competitiveness Index 
rankings, led by Singapore, 
Japan (8th), Korea (11th) and 
Hong Kong SAR (12th), while 
Mongolia, Bangladesh, Cambo- 
dia, Nepal and Timor-Leste are 
all positioned at the very bottom 
ofthe rankings," she added. 

The rankings are determined 
based on publicly available data 
and the Executive Opinion Sur- 
vey, a yearly survey conducted by 
the WEF with its network of part- 
ner institutes. In the Philippines, 
this survey is conducted by the 
Makati Business Club. 


Globe’s cable project 
seen ready by Sept. '08 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


THE PHILIPPINES’ ECONOMIC 
competitiveness improved slight- 
ly this year, although it remained 
one of the least competitive in 
the Southeast Asian region, ас- 
cording to the latest report of the. 
World Economic Forum. 

In the WEF Global Competi- 
tiveness Report 2007-2008, the 
Philippines was at No. 71, a 
four-notch improvement over 
the rank of 75 last year. 

The United States main- 
tained its ranking as the world's 
most competitive economy due 
to “a winning combination of 
highly sophisticated and inno- 
vative companies operating in 
very efficient factor markets." 

Singapore led the Southeast 
Asian region in the list, improv- 
ing its rank to seventh from 
eighth place last year. 

Among the eight Asean coun- 
tries covered, the Philippines 
came ahead only of Cambodia 
and Timor-Leste. 

Other Asean countries that 
were included in the report 
were Malaysia (ranked 21st 
from 19th), Thailand (28th), 


No cigarette 
IS Safe 


Cigarette companies have traditionally used various means to allow consumers to distinguish between 
products. These may be words, lke “light”, "smooth", “mild” or pack colors, or other elements of product 
and pack design. 


None of these elements of pack or product design, including the brand names, taste and flavor of our 
cigarettes, are intended to suggest that any cigarette is less harmful than any other. 


In particular, tar, nicotine, and carbon monoxide numbers printed on cigarette packs do not give individual 
smokers a precise figure of how much of these substances they inhale. 


These numbers indicate the amount of tar, nicotine, and carbon monoxide contained in the smoke of each 
cigarette in the pack when measured under standard conditions by a special smoking machine. They 
provide an internationally recognized method of comparison between different brands, used in many 
countries around the world by mariufacturers and public authorities айке. 


later because it has to be elec- 
tronically configured for the 
transmission network here,” said 
Gil В. Genio, head of Globe Tele- 
com's Carrier Services and CEO 
ofInnove Communications. 

“Globe's investment partici- 
pation in VSNEs TGN-Intra Asia 
Cable System allows us to sig- 
nificantly increase our Asian ca- 
pacity to meet the growing de- 
mand, and provide resilient and 
geographically diverse supply 
It will significantly improve the 
competitiveness of the Philip- 
pines as a prime destination for 
outsourcing companies,” 

The system will also link the 
country to Japan, Hong Kong 
and Singapore, as well as pro- 
vide a direct connection to 
Guam and the West Coast. 

Globe's rival telco, Philippine 
Long Distance Telephone Co. 
group, is investing $100 million 
ina separate system. 


However, a smoking machine cannot replicate the way each individual smokes. Smokers puff on 
cigarettes in different ways and may inhale different amounts of tar and nicotine from what is indicated on 
the pack. 


GLOBE TELECOM INC.'S $90- 
million project to link the Philip- 
pines directly to the United States 
will be completed by September 
next year as scheduled. 

The project fulfills Globe's 
promise during the Cebu ICT 
2007 in June that it would in- 
vest in more back-end facilities 
to meet growing demand for 
global Internet bandwidth. 

The country’s second-largest 
telco will accomplish this as the 
exclusive Philippine landing par- 
ty for the $200-million trans-Pa- 
cific cable project of Tata Group 
of India. This link is scheduled to 
be built in June next year, accord- 
ing to Tata Group's Videsh San- 
char Nigam Ltd. or VSNL, 

"The Philippine link will be 
completed around the same 
time, but itis scheduled to be op- 
erational two to three months 


For instance, it is possible that when switching to cigarettes with lower tar and nicotine numbers, some 
smokers may vary the way they smoke and obtain to some extent the experience of smoking a higher tar 
and nicotine number product. They may do so, for example, by taking more puffs or larger puffs. 


No cigarette is safe. So you should not switch to another type, flavor or strength of cigarettes on the 
assumption that it will lower your health risks from smoking. Switching is not a substitute for quitting. If you 
want to reduce or eliminate the health risks of smoking, quitting is the best choice for you. Many smokers 
have quit without help, but if you have difficulty quitting, you should consult a health professional. 
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Inflation risks may prompt BSP to cut key rates 


By Doris C. Dumlao Rise in cost of basic goods still ‘manageable’ somes as me us, are 


given due consideration,” 


WITH INFLATIONARY RISKS be considered in terms of its At present, the risks to infla- Тһе BSP then slashed its Tetangco said, “but the key fo- Trade with 
reported to be “manageable,” implications, particularly on tion outlook appear to be man- overnight borrowing rate to a cus remains on the inflation 


the Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- capital flows and domestic liq- ageable, based on the third  15-yearlowof5.75 percenton objective, which is the princi- n Й 

inas may go ће way of the US  uidity and their potential im- quarter inflation report, the Oct. 4. pal mandate of the В5Р” Taiwan di ed 
Federal Reserve and reduce its pact on future inflation." BSP said. Lower interest rates in the ` For the first nine months of 

benchmark interest rates dur- The statement was made af- Also, Tetangco's reaction this US usually make high-yielding the year, the country’s inflation e a 

ing its next monetary setting ter US monetary officials last time was more subdued com- assets from emerging markets averaged at only 26 percent. |f) first 8 mos 
on Nov. 15. week lowered the federal pared to when the Fed cut its like the Philippines more at- The BSP forecasts that infla- 

"he primary consideration funds rate, or the rate at which Tate by a steeperthan-expect- tractive to investors. Strong tion--which measures the av- R 
of the BSP in assessing mone- banks lend to each other, to 4.5 ed 50 basis points in Septem- foreign кё a. erage rise in prices of goods ВУ Ronnel W. Domingo. 
tary policy stance is the infla- percent in an effort to ease ће Бег At that time, Tetangco was en price stability as more mon- consumed by a typical Filipino к 
Hon outlook.” BSP Governor credit crunch brought on by a quick tosay that the Fed'smove ey will chase consumer goods. household wil femain atthe MERCHANDISE TRADE BETWEEN THE 
Amando Tetangco Jr said. housing slump in the world's gave the local central bank “Developments in the exter- 2.6t03.1 percentrangeforthe Philippines and Taiwan declined by 5.94 
“Thus, the Fed's decision will largest economy. “room to maneuver.” nal sector, particularly major pera e а а о ети 
slow demand for local goods in the first half. 

Data from Taiwan's Government Infor- 
mation Office or GIO showed that Taiwan 
imported Philippine goods worth $1.49 bil- 
lion from January to August. 

This represented a 23.6-percent decline 
from $1.95 billion recorded in the same pe- 
riod last year. 

On the other hand, Taiwanese shipped to 
the Philippines goods worth $3.14 billion, 
up 6.47 percent from $2.95 billion in the 
same period last year. 

As of end-August, Taiwan maintained the 
upper hand with a trade surplus of about 
| $1.65 billion, increasing by 65.32 percent 
É la from $999.6 million. 

Quad core. Further, the Taiwan GIO reported that 

Unmatched. the Philippines remained Taiwan's 15th 

|| largest trading partner in that period, ac- 
counting for 1.55 percent of the island- 
economy's total global trade, which was 
valued at 5298.7 billion. 

Among developing countries excluding 
mainland China, the Philippines was Tai- 
wan's sixth largest trade partner after 
Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, Thailand, Indone- 
sia and Vietnam. 

Earlier this year, the Philippines had slid 
а notch lower as Vietnam overtook it to the 
fifth spot among developing countries ex- 
cept China. 

China is Taiwan's largest trading partner 
with am 18.7-percent share or $55.8 billion of 

== " the latter's aggregate trade in terms of value. 
Also, the Philippines was the 11th largest 
Т Р T E N AL E RVE R ISSU E S destination of Taiwanese exports with 2 
percent of total outbound cargoes valued at 


some $156.5 billion. 


The country ranked 18th among the 

= largest sources of Taiwan's imports—rising 

by two notches from 20th in the first quar- 

2 counting for about 1.05 percent of 
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monitor polential server problems and alert you of them before they affect 
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= world banana exports, estimated to reach 15 
= : => million metric tons by 2010, according to 
==. aa NG Deparment of он Saage 
| Plan for bananas. 
HP Proliant ML370 G5 HP Proliont DL380 G5 HP Proliont DL360 G5 Banana exports already reached 12.94 
SERVER | SERVER SERVER million MT in 2004. 


The DA said it believes that prospects for 
P238,000 P238,000 P200,000 banana, which has been a consistent top 
ты baa d 5 0 0) o ae Pa ES Mri ka et Pc БТ dollar earner, remains promising, both for 
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Ро Te TIG KS 25 f Pg dr 10ка OCS 25 so is and processed bananas, as well as in the pro- 

"loqni tie Чадна нале ані чонона воды duction of banana chips and puree, it added. 

The DA said it had mapped out strategies 

to ensure that the local banana industry сап 

capture a bigger share of the export mar- 
ket. 

In general, the DA targets to increase 
production and exports of banana chip and. 
Cavendish bananas and develop more ex- 
‘US Mach ny ato! ops bao ond gato а ph Гете и а ы SO eae eins port markets. 

вен Through its trade and selling missions 
Di ct sisa] and strong product promotions, the DA 

Php 1800 1x 726 YO SS SFF Ho Pl Hd Dive hopes to penetrate new markets in Europe. 

[1 At the same time, it expects to increase 
exports to existing markets such as Aus- 
tralia, United States, Taiwan, China, South 
Korea and Middle East. 

Trade negotiations with Australia and 
New Zealand for the export of Philippine 
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Business Features Editor Margie Quimpo-Espino 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


MARIFE ZAMORA, COUNTRY MANAGER 
of Convergys Corp. in the Philippines, gets 
annoyed when people say that call center 
agents are glorified telephone operators. 

Zamora is quick to say to anybody who 
will listen that they are much more than that. 

“Yes, agents do take calls, and they are 
expected to facilitate the smooth exchange 
of information, but their level of job com- 
plexity goes far beyond operating a switch- 
board or handling a call,” Zamora said in a 
speech before the Rotary Club of Manila. 

"The ability to read from a script is not 
good enough. Agents need to have excellent 
communication skills. They must possess 
the diction, grammar, cultural knowledge, 
attitude and understanding of the subtle nu- 
ances of communication to guide the cus- 
tomer throughout the call," she explained. 

It is worth noting that most of the call 
center agents in the country take calls from 
customers from the United States who 
bought products and services peddled by 
top corporations. 

As such, they demand a high level of cus- 
tomer service from the person on the other 
line, most likely somebody from the Philip- 
pines. 

“Oftentimes, call center agents find 
themselves dealing with difficult customers 
with whom they must assertively negotiate 
in order to reach a solution that is satisfac- 
tory to both their client and their customer. 
No script can anticipate such situations. 
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Confidence and presence of mind, stem- 
ming from mastery of the language, are ab- 
solutely vital," Zamora said. 

"Agents are experts in their assigned 
fields. To become experts, they need to ab- 
sorb and retain up to six weeks' worth of 
training on products and concepts that may 
have been alien to them at the start. Then, 
under the close watch and high expectations 
of clients and customers, they are expected 
to apply their newly acquired knowledge 
flawlessly from the first call. Customer dis- 
satisfaction is not an option,” she added. 

Iris getting more difficult and expensive 
to find agents who will do the job well in 
the United States, which is why many cus- 
tomer service companies in the United 
States, like Convergys, have turned to the 
Philippines for help. 

Filipinos are in the position to provide 
the quality customer service at a much low- 
er price because of their facility with the 

CALL CENTER/E22 
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Use your Live Your Dream Credit Line for the dream business you've always wanted, for the dream vacation 
you've been planning for, for your child's education, or for stock market opportunities. 


The Live Your Dream Credit Line conveniently comes with a checkbook for easy availment. It allows you to pay 
interest only for the number of days that you actually use the facility. Monthly payments for the principal are not 
required. You may pay any availment anytime, fully or partially, as your cash flow permits 


Start fulfilling your dreams with Live Your Dream Credit Line! 
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Lipa (043) 757-1000, Cebu (032) 231-3395, Davao (082) 235-3558, 
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ROMULO NERI'S RECENT “TEM- 
porary" appointment as chair of the 
Commission on Higher Education 
(CHEd) is symptomatic of the terri- 
ble mess in our country’s system of 
higher education. 

CHEd has in recent years been 
led by a procession of transitory 
chairs, many with dubious creden- 
tials, and few with a clear and credi- 
ble vision and sense of direction for 
the country's system of higher edu- 
cation. 

By all indications, Neri, for all his 
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Barking up the wrong tree 


sterling qualifications аз ап 
economist, seems to fit that same 
mold. 


CHEd's role 

His initial statements soon after 
word of his appointment leaked out 
were not very reassuring. In a phone 
interview with this newspaper, he de- 
scribed his role as one of “(making) 
sure that college graduates are 
matched with the requirements of 
(the) industry" 

He added that there was a need 


COME AND SEE 


HVAC/R 


MAPPING 


to "coordinate with our businesses, 
find out what they really want ... to 
make sure that we get the сштїси- 
lum relevant to the needs of the 
businesses." 


Meeting needs 

- This policy objective is very much 
in keeping with CHEd's vaguely de- 
fined strategy of "meeting the man- 
power needs of the country" 

The idea of a "strategic fit" be- 
tween academic programs (supply) 
and industry needs (demand) has а 
long history. 
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While this concept may have 
been valid during the more stable 
periods extending up until the late 
70$, itis no longer so under present 
conditions of rapid and unpre- 
dictable change in markets and pro- 
duction technologies. 

CHEd must now realize that it is 
not solely responsible for producing 
the skills and competencies that in- 
dustry requires. 

Rather, its role is to transmit gen- 
eral knowledge and knowledge that 
isrelevantto a particular area of ap- 
plication or specialization. 


“ears” and smaller cores. 

“This is very important in helping 
improve the incomes of farmers,” 
he added. 


Crop protection 

DuPont's second facilitj—its crop. 
protection unit—is close to Abadil- 
la's heart because he started out in 
the company as part of this divi- 
sion. 

“This is where DuPont started 
in the Philippines,” he said, ex- 
plaining that the pesticides unit 
started out in Cabuyao, Laguna 
35 years ago but decided to relo- 
cate to the Carmelray Industrial 
Park once its old site became sur- 
rounded by residential develop- 
ments. 


Track record 

“We were very concerned about 
the residents around the facility,” he 
said, echoing a corporate philoso- 


The development of industry, 
firm and task-specific skills is main- 
ly the responsibility of employers 
and, to a lesser extent, of the work- 
ers themselves. 

Under present conditions of 
rapid and unpredictable change, it 
is no longer possible to determine 
manpower needs well in advance 
and in time for educational and 
training institutions to supply the 
required skills 

This dual problem of unpre- 
dictable demand for, and inflexible 
supply of, “required” human skills 
have to be addressed squarely by 
oureducational planners. + 

Otherwise, the “mismatch” will 
persist and widen even more 
through time. 

In today's complex and highly in- 
terconnected world of global-scale 
production, human and organiza- 
Чопа! skills and knowledge have 
very short shelf ives. 

These need to be continuously 
changed or upgraded. 

Right now, there is felt need for 
English-speaking employees from 
the BPO sector, as well as for nurses 
and software developers from 
prospective employers all over the 
globe. 

However, no sooner have the 
fresh graduates with the required 
skills been produced, and the edu- 
cational system has fully adapted 
to these requirements, than the 


Global chemical firm cites projects 


phy of environmental preservation 
that makes DuPont stand out from 
among companies involved in in- 
dustrial chemicals. 

The local pesticide industry is 
worth atleast PS billion and DuPont 
ranks relatively low in the field, but 
Abadilla takes pride in the track 
record of the facility. 

"We have been operating this fa- 
cility for over 30 years without a 
single ‘lost work case,” he said. 

This means that not a single acci- 
dent resulting in death or injury has 
occurred at the site—an enviable 
record for any company. 

Training facility 

Finally, the company also oper- 
ates a training facility, which teach- 
es its clients on the proper use of its 
paint products, used mainly in the 
automobile industry. 

"Our training center teaches the 
most advanced methods for paint- 


EET 


needs change unexpectedly: 


‘Disequilibrium’ 
Asa result, the system is perenni- 
ally ош of kilter (or what 


economists call "disequilibrium"). 

‘The system that has long been in 
place is unable to cope with such 
sudden and unexpected shifts. 

The young employees are ill- 
equipped to readily adapt to chang- 
ing circumstances by upgrading 
their skills or acquiring new ones. 
Neither can the educational institu- 
tions adapt by investing in the 
needed resources to produce cur- 
rent skills requirements. 

What we do have is a potentially 
huge inventory of workers with un- 
needed skills and an educational sys- 
tem that is equally locked into dated 
curricula and academic programs. 

High "switching costs" make it 
extremely difficult to effectively 
adapt to new and continuously 
evolving circumstances. 

Under these extremely dynamic 
conditions, a “match” between sup- 
ply and demand is pure fantasy. 

(The article reflects the personal 
opinion of the author and does not 
reflect the official stand of the Man- 
agement Association of the Philip- 
pines. He is the author of the book 
"STRATEGY deMYTHicized: Why To- 
day's Business Models Fail to Deliv- 
е” Feedback at 
mapsec@globenet.com.ph.) 


.. FrompageB2-4 
ing in the auto industry,” Abadilla 
said. 

Throughout all this, the DuPont 
country chief pointed out that con- 
cern for the environment has re- 
mained the company's overriding 
concern. 

He explains that many of 
DuPont's products are "dangerous" 
when disposed of improperly so the 
company has a "cradle to grave" 
policy where they train all users 
about proper handling all the way 
to proper disposal, especially of in- 
dustrial and agricultural chemicals. 

The company's devotion to envi- 
ronmental concerns is, to say the 
least, unusual. 

"This goes back to our corporate 
philosophy" Abadilla said. "We 
want to take sustainability to the 
nextlevel." 

For a company founded on the 
chemical industry, it is in a real 
sense walking the talk. 
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English language and affinity with ‘the 
American culture. 

This explains the exponential growth of 
the call center industry in the Philippines, 
which is unfortunately not fully appreciat- 
ed, according to Zamora. 

“aside from the misconception that 
agents are glorified telephone operators, 
there also seems to be lack of appreciation 
of the opportunities that the call center in- 
dustry offers not only to its employees but 
also the country at large,” she said. 

Convergys figures showed that the call 
center industry in the Philippines brought 
in $3.5 billion in revenues and has provided 
jobs to many young Filipinos ranging from 
21 to 26 years old. 

And the industry can grow faster, if only 
thereare enough agents to meet the demand. 

For while Filipinos are familiar with the 
language and the culture, not all can pass 
the high standards required by the call cen- 
ter companies. 

"The potential for employment and 
growth in this industry is limited not by de- 
mand but the talent pool that has been 
found lacking in proficiency in the English 
language. The current pass rate is five out 
of every 100 applicants. Imagine if the pass 
rate were 10, 20 or even 50 percent? It is 
easy to imagine the economic benefits our 
country can realize from increased revenue 
in this one industry," she said. 

Data show that if the call center industry 
sustains its growth of 21 percent, the indus- 
try will double by 2010 from 2006 with 
340,000 new jobs created. At an accelerat- 
ed growth of 33 percent a year, the industry 
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Convergys itself has 11,000 employees 
located across eight centers nationwide 
with a new one to be set up in Bacolod City 
next year. 

“There is more than enough business for 
Philippine call centers to double or even 
triple their revenue. If we were to accom- 
plish this, we would see more stores, food 
outlets, merchandise sales and numerous 
economic benefits brought about by a high- 
ly paid, gainfully employed, assertive 
youth,” she said. 

Clint Streit, Convergys president for cus- 
tomer care, told the Inquirer during his re- 
cent visit to the country that the Philippine 
operations, which grew from zero in 2003 to 
11,000 today, have been very profitable and 
"have exceeded everybody's expectations.” 

As such, Streit was optimistic that the 
Convergys business in the country will 
grow even further, as long as it is able to de- 
velop middle and senior management. 

“We can get middle and senior manage- 
ment from outside the company But we 
have а very strong preference to develop our 
talent internally and give our call center 
agents opportunities for growth," Streit said. 

He said demand for call center services 
would continue to grow because only 20 
percent of operations in the United States 
that can be outsourced are actually being 
handled by third-party companies. 

This means a huge potential market still 
waiting to be tapped, and the Philippines is 
in a position to take advantage. The key is 
the availability of a talent pool proficient in 
the English language. 

“We are starting to hit a wall when it 
comes to available talent over here,” Streit 
said, and this has spurred Convergys to 
partner with the Department of Education 
in the development of a teacher training 
program delivered by Convergys trainers. 

Under the program, Convergys trainers 
volunteer their time to share best practices 
in teaching English with public school 
teachers to help them help their students 
become experts in the English language. 

Over 700 teacher-mentors have partici 
pated in the program and the training is 
starting to have a ripple effect among the 
teachers’ peers and students. 

Streit was confident that as students 
Jearn the value of learning English well and 
consider a career in the call center industry, 
the customer care industry in the Philip 
pines will continue to grow at its current 
fast pace. 
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Benguet town drops 
Switzerland brand 


By Delmar C; 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


KIBUNGAN, BENGUET—LOCAL OFFI- 
cials no longer want this municipality to be 
known as the "Switzerland of Benguet” af- 
ter conceding that the tag does not really 
describe the town. 

The town council recently passed a reso- 
lution prohibiting all government agencies, 
private organizations and indi- 
viduals from using the tag 


Siadto said, however, that town officials 
have considered changing the town's tag 
even before the controversy over the ОТГ5 
investment brochure surfaced. 

“We never objected to the removal of our 
tag," he said. 

Siadto said people must understand why 
the town was tagged as the "Switzerland of 
Benguet.” 


Cool weather 
"It is the town's cool weather 


to promote Kibungan азап Town and temperature that prompted 
ecotourism destination. thoughts of calling = town as 

Mayor Benito Siadto said the ЗЛЕ the “Switzerland of Benguet,” 
арене Officials Siadto said. ч : 
following the objections raised "The town is dominantly 
by the dci of Tourism. say mountainous. It enjoys a cool 
on grounds that the line did not Kib highland climate," he said. “The 
give an accurate picture of what. 'ungan a then wi ee 
Kibungan really looks like. 8 land was done in good faith." 

isnot Kibungan, which is 62 km 

Controversy north of Baguio City, is known 

The DOT raised its objection really for its carrots, potatoes and cab- 
after the Department of Trade bages. 
Industry distributed an invest- «Quy It has a population of 15,036 
dusty deed аз de ‘Switzerland „ла а land ama of 19210 
town as the "Switzerland of ) hectares. 
Benguet" and "a cool place of of Benguet? “the temperature here drops 


rocky mountains and pine trees 
resembling that of Switzer- 
land." 

Purificacion Molintas, DOT Cordillera di- 
rector, earlier said the tag was misleading 
since Kibungan’s features were far from be- 
ing similar to Switzerland's. 

She said the thrust to promote Benguet's 
ecotourism and investment potentials must 
come from the proper branding of the 13 
towns 


Wrong impression 

In the case of Kibungan, Molintas said 
the Swiss tag creates the wrong impression 
that the town has mountains full of snow 
where skiing enthusiasts could come and 
play. 
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from December to January. 

Madaymen, one of its eight 
villages, often experiences frost, locally 
called “andap,” that destroys vegetable 
farms. 

То do away with the tag problem, Siadto 
said that a contest will be held to come up 
with a new and more appropriate one. 

Не said the entries, which should be ac- 
companied by a one-paragraph explana- 
tion, should be submitted from Nov. 1 to 15 
tothe town's planning and development of- 
fice. 

The winner will be announced on Nov. 
22, during the culmination of the town's 
weeklong foundation day festivities and a 
day after its tapuey (traditional wine) festi- 
val. 
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Belleza, Jovannie S. 
Central Philippine University Iloilo 
Cum laude 


Borillo, Randy М. 


Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila 


Cabague, Zaida G. 
а ng lungsod ng Mayra 
Cum Laude 


Canceran, Nikkolai F. 
Tar Fastern University 
Summa Cum laude 


Caranto, Dengie Q. 


Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila 


Centillas, Glynda M. 
University of Mini 
Cum laude 


Denusta, Christopher M. 


Central Philippine University, Iloilo 
Summa Cum Laude 


Deriada, Danessa P. 
San Sebastian College Recoletos 
Cum Laude 


Dolaota, Mary Dimple S. 


Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila 


Famorcan, Ramon Jr. C. 

Central Philippine University, ойо | 

Cum Laude $i 

Guay, Remia M. {4 

Central Philippine University, ойо 

Cum Laude | d 

Lozada, Anthony Jude P. IE 

Central Philippine University, Hilo || 
И 

Peh, Janina Ruth T. | 


Holy Angel University, Pampanga 


Perania, Sheila Mae D. 
Central Philippine University olo 
Cum Laude 

Quijano, Erickson M. 
Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila 
Magna Cum Laude 


Relosa, Cenen Carlo G. 
Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila 


Resurreccion, Herson S. 
Southern Luzon Polytechnic College, Quezon 
Cum Laude. 


Tomon, Michael C. 
Tar Eastern University 
Summa Cum Laude | 
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Global chemical firm cites projects 
focusing on the local environment 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE NAME DUPONT REMAINS UNFA- 
miliar to many Filipinos, but a cellular 
Phone contains up to 14 of the compa- 
ny's products that help make the hand- 
held device smaller, lighter and more re- 
liable. 

With almost every Filipino sending an 
average of seven text messages a day, 


| All drinking water should be 


‚ Crystal Clear’ Clear: 


И | 
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$ World-class. Crystal Clear has outlets in 
Indonesia & Malaysia 


421 Years of unparalleled reputation in the 


water technology business 
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from Philippine Franchise Association and 
the Department of Trade & Industry 


$ Has more than 300 outlets nationwide 
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N, Luzon em 611.4122 Cebu з 244.0839 Dovao: cam 300.3448 
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DuPont is an integral part of a Filipino's ev- 
eryday activities, whether they realize it or 
not. 

In the Philippines, however, DuPont's ac- 
tual operations are of a different kind. 

The multinational company known best 
as the manufacturer of Teflon coating came 
to the country in 1973, as DuPont Far East 
Inc.-Philippines. 

Its core markets include agriculture and 


DUPONT officials during the firm's 7th annual tree planting activity. Caring for the environment ranks high on the 
firm's list of corporate priorities. 


nutrition, building specialties, automotive, used by corn farmers to cultivate this есо- "We want 
м food, beverage and packaging, industrial nomically important crop. 
chemicals and electronics. “In corn seed, we are number one in mar- to take 
DuPont has three central operating  ketshare,” he said. 
1 lants in the Philippines: A crop protection Abadilla estimates that the local market B 1: 
ү» БА Мал. im Carmeliay Laguna, the Pioneer for corn seed is worth about P1.5 billion, Sustainability 
pstal Сш | 1 com seed plant in South Cotabato, and a Although the total production of 
Rc mid performante coatings office and training DuPont's facility is small compared to the tO the next 


А 2 national requirement, he said that this re- 


mained significant because of the quality of 
the corn that grow from the company's corn. 


Center, which supports the local training 
program for its customers. 


level,’ says 
“We are a diverse company, but in this 


country, we have three operations, two of seed. DuPont's 
which are in agriculture,” DuPont Philip- “Our corn seeds are selling very well [be- 
ie Rea rz. 2582 Зелена | Pines country managing director Ramon cause] it has one of the highest yield rates," Abadilla 


Abadilla said in an interview. 
He pointed to the company's Pioneer 
corn seed plant, which produces the seeds 


he said, explaining that the corn seed from 
DuPont's local facility produces larger 
GLOBAL B22 
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PLDT chair Manuel V. Pangilinan. 
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By Manuel V. Pangilinan 
Chair, Philippine Long Distance 
Telephone Co. 


THERE HAS BEEN A SEA CHANGE IN 
the perception about the Philippine 
economy--with renewed interest in 
infrastructure, real estate, mining, 
tourism and power. 

This has happened in just 12 
months. 

Major fiscal adjustments made by 
the government in 2005 and 2006, 
“abetted by abundant global liquidity, 
have been the two critical factors 


IMGUAOFUNZALAN — which have reversed investment sen- 


THE MANILA 
DOCTORS 
HOSPITAL: 

TAKING LEAPS 
AND BOUNDS 


When the Manila Doctors Hospital was 
established 50 years ago, its founders envi- 
sloned it to become a tertiary hospital that is 
keenly attuned to the needs of Filipinos from 
all walks of lfe. 

Overthe years, the Manila Doctors Hospi- 
tal has realized that vision. 

it continuously upgrades and expands by 
maximizing the expertise ofits current crop 
of mer ај professionals and developing 
песен sof health care. 

И вө: 3a countless many with its wide 
range о! specializations. Today, Filipinos 
know Manila Doctors Hospital as a complete 
medical institution what with the different de- 
partments in operation. 

These include internal. Medicine, 
Surgery, Pediatrics, ENT, Obstetrics & Gy- 
ecology, Ophthalmology, Orthopedics, 
Anesthesia, Rehabiliation Medicine, Radi- 
‘logy, Nuclear Medicine, Family Medicine, 
Dental Medicine and Pathology. 

The Manila Doctors Hospital likewise de- 
veloped specialized medical service units ав 
they saw the need to grow further, such as 
the Intensive Care Unit, its Neonatal Inten- 
sive Care Unit, Hemodialysis Unit, Kidney 
Stone Center, Urogynaecology Unit, Nucle- 
ar Medicine Unit and its Pediatric Intensive 
Care Unit 


New Horizons 

Now, many Filipinos trust the hospital 
more than ever and one of the initial choice 
hospitals for their wellness. 

But the Manila Doctor's Hospital is setting 
its sights on far greater horizons. 

The first hospital in Manila to earn an ISO 
Certification has invested an enormous 
amount of effort to further upgrade its ser- 
vices and expand its medical expertise. 

Ithas added new centers of wellness and 
health care that address specific health con- 
cerns. 

Housed within its newly built Doha Salus- 
Чапа Building are specialy clinics such as 
the Aesthetics Center, Child Neuroscience 
Center, Geriatrics Multidisciplinary Center, 
Pain Management and Wellness Center and 
PRO-HEALTH Education and Research 
Center. 

It also now has an Allied Services Build- 
ing that serves as the home of the Industrial 
Medicine Services Department. 


A Team of Outstanding Doctors. 

“Above all these developments, the institu- 
tion takes pride in having some of the best 
medical specialists within its quarters. Its 
field of professionals of more than 300 active 
and 600 courtesy members on board the 
medical and dental departments is some of 
the best the country has. 

All of the institution's physicians are Fel- 
lows, Diplomates or have earned both certi- 
fications from their respective fields of spe- 
cialization. Many of them sought training 
Overseas as others are affiliated with the 
UP-Philippine General Hospital and other 
similar institutions 

Many of these professionals have been 
recognized here and abroad for their 
‘contribution to the greater spectrum of the 
medical field. 

in fact, а handful of them were recently 
handed out awards. 

Most notable among these awardees are 
Dr. Clemente Amante who was awarded ав 
the Most Distinguished Physician of the Year 
(2007) by the Philippine College of Physi- 
cians, Dr. Fernando Piedad who was given 
the Centenary Award by the Polish Society 
of Internal Medicine and Philippine Lipid and 
Atherosclerosis Society, Dr. Abundio Balgos 
who was given the 16th Dr. Jose P. Rizal 
Memorial Award for Academe & Research 
by The Philippine Medical Association, Dr. 
Antonio Oposa who was chosen as the Out- 
standing Professional of the Year (2007) for 
Medicine by the Professional Regulations 
Commission and Dr. Augusto D. Litonjua 
who was awarded the Outstanding Service 
Award for Promotion of the Endocrine 
Health of Undeserved by the American As- 
sociation of Clinical Endocrinologists. 


Keeping its Commitment 

At this point in its history, the Manila Doo- 
tors Hospital stands tall and proud with its 
many accomplishments. № is poised to 
evolve even further. 

But if there's one other reason why 
Filipinos can continue to trust and rely on the. 
Manila Doctors Hospital, i's that they 
will continue to offer world-class care within 
your reach 


timenton the Philippines. 

This more confident outlook has 
indeed led to higher investment in- 
flows recently. 

FDI data in the past two years 
have been particularly strong. 

In 2005, the Philippines approved 
a total of $1.7 billion in foreign di- 
rect investments. In 2006, this figure 
nearly doubled—reaching $3.2 bil- 
lion in approved FDIs--the highest 
level recorded in the past seven 
years. 

But how big are we really on the 
investment radar screen? 

Seen in the context of aggregate 


Some of the country's best doctors 
earned their stripes here. 


FDI's received in 2006 by the six ma- 
jor Asean countries—Singapore, 
Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, Viet- 
nam and the Philippines—we ac- 
counted for only an average of 3 to 4 
percent of such consolidated FDIs 
since 2003. 


Challenge ahead 

We barely led Indonesia, which 
landed last in rank. And in compari- 
son, Vietnam attracted 12 percent of 
the total FDIs of these six countries, 
a 100-percent rise from the 6-per- 
cent share it had in 2005. 

That said, the opportunity to en- 
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At Manila Doctors Hospital, we take pride in our ability to produce a corps of highly-trained, 
highly-skilled physicians. And we're equally honored to engage the services of the best 
and most experienced medical specialists їп their field, whose expertise have garnered both local 
and international acclaim. All to give our patients the best possible medical care. 
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hance our investment attractiveness 
is clearly at hand, now that 
prospects for, and perception of, the 
Philippine economy are the most 
sanguine as they have been in recent 
memory. 

Which economic model should the 
Philippines adopt then to lift its 
growth rate, and make it globally 
competitive? 

The answers to these questions 
point to offshore remittances and 
the outsourcing business being the 
most important features of our econ- 


с» 


VIEWS/ 83-2 


MANILA 
DOCTORS 
HOSPITAL 


Metrobank Group 


Contact us now for more information: (02) 524-3011 + www.maniladoctors.com.ph • info@maniladoctors.com.ph 
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By Ephraim Aguilar 
and Niha Catherine Calleja 
Tiwi, Albay 


AHUGE AMOUNT OF STEAM GEN- 
erated from the geothermal opera- 
tions in this town, northeast of 
Legazpi City is not being maxi- 
mized by the government, said 
Arthur Baria, asset affairs supervi- 
sor of Chevron Geothermal Philip- 
pines Holdings Inc. 

Baria said geothermal energy 
has great potential in solving the 
power crisis now gripping the 
country since it is less expensive 
than coal and bunker. 

The Chevron executive cited an 
earlier report on the shortfall in 
the supply of water—a resource 
also used to generate power—due 
to lack of rains. This lack had led 
to the reduction of water supplied 
to Metro Manila and neighboring 
provinces. 

He said the dry spell in Luzon 
should prompt authorities to im- 
mediately focus on other energy 
resources, particularly, geother- 
mal. 

Unlike other energy resources, 
geothermal presents no logistical 
concerns, like transportation, 
Baria said. 

‘And when the government taps 
geothermal energy, it can expect 
to save as much as $5 billion in for- 
eign exchange, he added. 


Underused 

“In Tiwi, only 60 megawatts out 
of the 150 megawatts produced by 
the geothermal plant were being 
used by NPC during off-peak 
hours, and 100 percent on peak 
hours,” said Baria. 

He added that they had been 
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` Albay’s geothermal energy answer to power crisis 


Underutilized resource deserves gov't attention 


urging the government to consid- 
ег geothermal as a primary source 
of energy, and maximize its use in 
the country. 

Оп the average, only 8 percent 
of the energy used by the country 
comes from geothermal; 15 per- 
cent from water; and 22 percent 
from natural gases. 

Fossil fuel accounted for the 
bulk of 55 percent. 

Supplying 20 percent of power 
in the Luzon grid, geothermal op- 
erations in Tiwi marked a first in 
the country. Tiwi has become one 
of the largest producers of 
geothermal power in the world. 


Service provider 

Chevron operates the Tiwi 
geothermal facilities on a 1,800- 
hectare property. The American 
company is a service provider to 
the government-owned National 
Power Corp. (NPC). 

Chevron supplies steam gener- 
ated by underground heat to the 
NPC, which converts it to electrici- 


The American firm manages 
two out of seven geothermal 
plants in the country. 


Advantages 

Despite a huge capacity in gen- 
erating clean, renewable, and af- 
fordable energy, geothermal 
plants could not be considered the 
main sources of power in the 
country, Baria said. 

As of 2004, geothermal com- 
prises only 8 percent of the coun- 
try's power mix. 

Chevron maintains that 
geothermal is the cleanest energy 
form after hydroelectric. 

Te is also environment-friendly 


since it does not use nonrenew- 
able fossil fuels that produce 
harmful emissions. 

And, unlike coal, oil, and 
methane, geothermal energy 
emits around 80 percent less 
greenhouse gases, such as sulfur 
dioxide and carbon dioxide. 


Challenges 

According to the Department of 
Energy, technical constraints and 
the lack of private sector invest- 
ments are hampering geothermal 
projects in the country. 

"The development of promising 
geothermal areas had been tem- 
porarily set aside pending techno- 
logical breakthroughs їп handling 
acidic wells," the DOE stated in its 
website. 

The passage of laws on environ- 
ment preservation, such as the 
"National Integrated Protected Ar- 
eas System Act,” and empower- 
ment of cultural minorities, like 
the "Indigenous People's Rights 
Act of 1997," also posed con- 
straints, the website added. 

The DOE said the laws affect 
geothermal ventures, which entail 
additional costs. 

Exploration of the geothermal 
area in Tiwi started in 1972. A 
year after, the Naglagbong well 
was discovered. At present, there 
are 39 production wells and 21 in- 
jection wells at the site. 

Tiwi geothermal, which started 
commercial operations in Jan. 11, 
1979, has an installed capacity of 
289 megawatts and available ca- 
pacity of 234 megawatts as of July 
2007. 

Its cumulative gross generation 
as of December 2005 was 40,166 
gigawatt-hours. 
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Views on RP economy 


are a-changing 


The developing OFW market and the 
other side of the same economic coin, the 
outsourcing business, have created a sepa- 
rate yet significant sub-sector, which has 
been called an "enclave economy"—one 
whose links to the mother economy be- 
come more tenuous as it grows in size and 
distance from it. 


Enclave economy 

This enclave economy may, in fact, be- 
come both a blessing and a potential 
threat. Why is this so? Because these set 
into motion the following processes 

First, exogenous remittances finance 
domestic: consumption. Consumption 
thereby rises and becomes an increasingly 
dominant factor of our economic growth. 

Second, inward flows provide an up- 
ward bias to our currency Typically a 
strong currency depletes manufacturing 
and export competitiveness, causing in- 
vestment in, and output by, these sectors 
to weaken. 

Third, where no large demands are 
made on the production sector, no signifi- 
cant investments will be made into it. Per- 
haps this partly explains the recent ane- 
mic record of domestic investments. 

This process explains the emergence of 
what some UP economics professors have 
labeled the "Shoe Mart" or “SM-econo- 
my"—advancing consumption, retail and 
wholesale trade, and real estate, on the 
one hand; and increasingly lukewarm 
manufacturing and investments, on the 
other. 

Paradoxically the flows of forex 
spawned by out-migration and our out- 
sourcing businesses have caused a peso 
appreciation that undermines their very 
purpose. 

It is estimated that since 2004, a lower 
peso has cost the overseas workers and 
their families more than P188 billion in 
purchasing power. 

It has also impacted adversely the posi- 
tion of certain key businesses. 

As to when the current remittance-driv- 
en episode will moderate is a difficult 
prognosis to make. The only certainty is 
that the 10-12 percent remittance growth 
every year cannot last indefinitely, be- 
cause the domestic economy will suffer in 
the long run from its adverse side effects. 

At some point, the forces for a slow im- 
plosion can result in a situation where the. 
increasing exodus oi workers creates only 
as many jobs and incomes abroad as it de- 
stroys at home, leaving the economy 
unimproved or even worse off. 

In the ultimate analysis, despite the po- 
tential hazards these twin phenomena 
might bring, they have been marvelous 
success stories, worthy of national pride 
and respect. 


Way forward 

Let me now turn to the question how 
can we accelerate growth and enhance its 
impact? The answer may involve five criti- 
cal variables: 

1. Investment in education 

The first crucial variable is education. 
The crisis in education is public knowl- 
edge, and its issues are complex. Let me 
just emphasize chat education is critical to 
maintain the momentum of our exodus 
and domestic industries. 

2. Investment in natural and human 
resources 

Beyond education, a number of domes- 
tic industries possess reasonably good 
prospects. What are these? 

First, businesses which offer unique lo- 
cational or resource advantages. In this re- 
gard, tourism and mining provide us with 
Competitive benefits over other countries. 
These opportunities simply reflect the re- 
turn to favor of natural resources in the 
global economy. 

Second, businesses that are themselves 
by-products of the skills exodus. Medical 
tourism and the retirement businesses are 
cases in point. The production of nurses 
and caregivers would inevitably give rise 
to a surplus, of which can then be mobi- 
lized for the tourism and retirement in- 
dustries. 

Third, businesses linked to information 
and communications technology. The re- 
markable growth in the scale and scope of 
the BPO is testimony to this fact. Sadly 
however, compared to our perceived po- 
tential in ICT, current efforts remain mea- 
ger. 

3. Investment in infrastructure 

As to infrastructure, the country has 
been a perennial laggard in league tables, 
ranking 51st among 55 countries in terms 
of quality infrastructure, according to the 
world competitiveness rankings of 2006. 

Investment spending in infrastructure 
would raise the demand for imports and 
dollars, thereby draining the pressure on 
peso appreciation. 

Moreover, it would lower the cost of do- 
mestic production, providing an added in- 
centive for investors to locate domestical 
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ly and promote home employment. 

To get most out of the limited resources 
devoted to infrastructure, both the gov- 
ernment and the private sector should mo- 
bilize, direct and focus their infrastructure 
spending at those strategic locations that 
will help "catalyze" aggregate economic 
activity. 

4. The poor and agriculture. 

Notwithstanding the strategic impor- 
tance of agriculture to our economy, it has 
historically been accorded step-child at- 
tention. The agricultural sector, broadly 
defined, accounts for about 2/3 of the la- 
bor force and 40 percent of GDP Most im- 
portantly, 70 percent of our poor live in ru- 
ral areas. 


Developing agriculture 

A stagnant agricultural sector worsens 
rural poverty, and incubates a second kind 
of enclave economy by forcing massive 
migration to the cities. 

А domestic contract worker—or 
DCW—sub-economy has therefore 
emerged, creating a significant flow of do- 
mestic remittances from workers in cities 
to their families in the provinces. 

Developing agriculture would feed our 
people, and stem rising rural poverty. 

Finally, the poor performance of Philip: 
pine agriculture can be traced to weak- 
nesses in government policies, and the 
distortions and inefficiencies caused by 
expensive government intervention in the 
market. 

As well, our laws affecting agricultural 
development are not investor-friendly. 

Our Constitution limits foreign owner- 
ship of land, while the comprehensive 
agrarian reform program or CARP, re- 
stricts the size of landholdings and stifles 
the development of a land market by mak- 
ing transfers of title illegal. 

Both these policies militate against cat- 
alytic commercial farming, which requires 
significant hectarage, large investments, 
and long gestation. 


Commercial farming 

То revive commercial farming, we must 
revisit Section 27 of the CARP law, and 
amend it to allow landholders to sell ог 
otherwise dispose of their landholdings 
precisely to allow consolidation of land 
and achieve economies of scale. 

This will require a change in attitude as 
well—away from the romantic notion that 
the tiller must be the landowner, or that 
producer-cooperatives are the only viable 
form of large-scale agriculture. 

5. Peso appreciation 

Tm glad to note that the government 
has taken the first steps to prevent any fur- 
ther unwarranted rise in the peso. 

Indeed, the situation has reached the 
point of national urgency that coalitions 
of overseas workers and exporters have al- 
ready broached the idea of dual exchange 
rates—not a good idea. 

The government has started to shift its 
borrowing and repayment mix by paying 
down foreign debt through domestic bor- 
rowing. This has to be accelerated. 

In addition, it would be a reasonable ex- 
ercise for the government to consider 
ways to create a soft landing for the peso, 
by allowing it to rise at managed, if not al- 
so predictable, fashion. 

A guided predictability will allow busi- 
nesses to plan and operate better. 

Apart from dealing with the new prob- 
lem of an appreciating peso, the govern- 
ment may have some difficulty closing the 
national budget gap by 2009, without the 
help of one-time privatization proceeds. 
Like corporations, I believe the market 
and international credit rating agencies 
gauge performance based on recurring 
streams of revenues, profits, and cash, and 
less on exceptionals such as privatization 
receipts. 


Conclusion 

Let me conclude by saying that while 
the five critical variables Гуе identified are 
capable of keeping us in the radar screen 
of global investors, and making us global- 
ly competitive, success will come only 
from quality execution by quality people. 

We should take heart from a report re- 
cently made by the French Investment 
Bank--Credit Lyonnaise or CLSA—'the 
next generation Filipino is evolving in 
many aspects—from the changing charac- 
ter of Philippine politicians, to the deep- 
ening talent pool of managers in the cor- 
porate sector, and finally to the develop- 
ing Filipino worker—local and overseas. 
We expect the global Filipino to emerge in 
the next 10 years. The country therefore 
has a solid fundamental foundation. The 
tipping point will take place in the next 
five to 10 years." 

(This is an abridged version of the 
keynote address delivered by the author 
during the 33rd Philippine Business Confer- 
ence and Expo “One. Global. Filipino. 
Through Public-Private Partnership”) 
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By Delmar Cariño Jg  new—explore the town's real estate potentials. 

Maite More buon Benguets Five companies have already acquired 
fruit basket Pt be developed into subdivisions. 

SABLAN, BENGUET—THIS TOWN 15 The town council also passed a resolu- 

known as Benguet's fruit basket and a ; tion as early as 2005 requesting the Phi 

halfway paradise between Baguio Citys TUTNING ТО pine Amusement and Gaming Corp. (Pag- 

cool climate and La Union's warm weath- cor) to consider the town as a possible loca- 

er ideal for swimming and nature Teal estate  tionofacasino. Le 

trekking. But Pagcor snubbed Sablan's request say- 


ing that the town has no hotels that could 
hosttourists and the casino. 

“Anytime Pagcor wants to come, they are 
still welcome,” Tacio said. 


But trade and local officials said despite 

the branding, investments are still scarce. 
They lamented that most tourists and 

visitors just pass through the town on their 


industry 
for help 


way to the city or the lowlands. ante "Iacio said a casino, a cockpit and a hotel 
"The town has an annual income of only Ш could employ many residents here and help 
P26 million and officials are desperately «them get over the problem with the bunchy 
looking for ways to improve on its fifth- ECONOMIC (оруш. 3 
class classification. mis "gut we are not abandoning agriculture, 
үү th he said. 


Looking for investors 

Their challenge is to place Sablan (area 
9,160 hectares; pop: 9,652) on the business 
map. 

“We ask investors to explore Sablaí," 
Mayor Bonifacio Tacio said. 

Officials are pushing Sablan to become 
the "catchment basin for subdivision pro- 
jects” and asa strategic site for a casino and 
a cockpit. 

They wanted Sablan to be transformed 
from a low-key agriculture economy to a 
bustling industrial haven. 

Aside from banana and pineapple, 
Sablan's farmers are also dependent on lan- 
zones, rambutan, jackfruit, ube, lychee, 
guyabano, guava, cucumber, papaya, man- 
gosteen, durian, santol and tiger grass for 
their livelihood. 

A Department of Trade and Industry 
(DTI) investment brochure said Sablan's 
pineapple, banana and jackfruit are ideal 
for joint ventures. 

It was hoped that these agreements 
would bring in the technology needed for 
the mass production of processed fruit 
products. 


Soft brooms 

Sablan also sees growth potential of its 
walis tambo (soft broom) industry. 

“Sablan is the largest commercial pro- 
ducer of soft brooms and baskets due to the 
availability of tiger grass and bamboo in the 
town,” the brochure said. 

‘The town badly needed the sales pitch. 

After all, it was once the province's ba- 
nana and pineapple capital but a deadly 
virus, called “bunchy top,” swept its planta- 
tions five years ago and wreaked havoc on 
Sablan's economy. 

Only the tiger grasslands sustained a de- 
cent handicraft industry. 

“Our production dropped. Wholesalers 
in Baguio City felt the pinch when their 
supplies failed to arrive,” Tacio said. 

Sablan can still revive their banana in- 
dustry, but the farmers cannot afford to 
wait. 

Councilor Herminigildo Ome, chair of 
the council committee on agriculture, 
said the town's farmers were not ready to 
stop planting for 10 years as recommend- 
ed by University of the Philippines Baguio 
and Benguet State University experts so 
that the soil can recover from the effects 
ofthe virus. 

Ome said the BSU developed a new cul- 
ture for banana to replace the damaged 
varieties but the farmers found out that 
the tubers were only good for one crop- 
ping. 

Gone was Sablan's pride in its bananas, 
particularly the lakatan variety. 

‘There are still bananas but these are not 
as robust and as many as before. 

More than half of the town's agricultural 
land used to be devoted to banana and 
pineapple. 

Today, only close to a fourth of the origi- 
nal area remains planted to bananas and 
pineapples. 

The town, however, is still pinning its 
hope on its fruits. 

Officials had considered passing a mea- 
sure to consider ube (yam) as the official 
entry to the One Town One Product (Otop) 
program of the Department of Trade and 
Industry. 

The plan was scrapped, however, when 
officials found out that Sablan's ube was 
losing out to the competition in the market. 

Now, town officials want something 


at gumaan din ang buhay. 


Global remittance services 
in over 20 countries. 


Sa tulong ng Metrobank, 

mas madali, mabilis, at sigurado 

ang remittance mo. 

Kapag may World Cash Card, 

pwedeng makuha ang remittance 
anumang oras sa ATM 

At may loan services para makamit ang 


We take care of your banking needs, 
so you can live your life. 
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www.metrobank.com.ph 
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trends and 
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investments. 


arn to invest successfully 
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Register now. 


"Investing in the Stock Market Today” 
(forthe investing pubik and ай MBA Challenge Participants) 
Nov. 6,8, 13, 15,22 and 27,2:00 to 6:00pm 
PSE Trading Ноор PSE Centre 
Exchange Road, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 


“Introduction to Technical Analysis" 
Nov.20,5:30 to 8:30pm 
PSE Penthouse Main Hall, PSE Centre 
Exchange Road, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 


“Technical Trading Strategies” 
Nov 26,530 to 830pm 
3F SGV Hall AIM Conference Center 
Benavidez St, Makati City 
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To register call (02) 6-333-777 
orlog on to www. 
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Call centers even 
for small businesses | 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


CALL CENTERS ARE ALL THE RAGE FOR 
large companies that want to maximize 
their opportunities while reducing costs by 
‘outsourcing some of their operations to ex- 
ternal service providers. 

But what about smaller companies that 
want to take advantage of the outsourcing 
trend? 


p 
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“BEING THE BIGGEST" IS ALREADY А COM- 
MON notion associated with the SM name. 
There's no doubt that SM Мой of Asia (MOA) 
is curently biggest mall around the comer 
‘and Мах located inside MOA boasts of 
the biggest cinema screen and ехрей- 
|| enceinihe entre cinema word 
And now comes SMX Convention 
Center, which undoubtedly is ће 
biggest convention and exhibition struc- 
ture ever bullt in the country. With floor 
area of more than 46,000 square me- 
[| тез ond standing tee storeys high, 
SMX is an Imposing monolith of steel 
and glass structure inside Mall of Asia 
| Complex, the 60-hectare one stop, self- 


um 


contained community project by the 
SM investments Corporation. 

SMX is a private sector initiated pro- 
Ject that aims to promote the country as 


put 


equ 
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Exhibit Halls occupy a total floor 
space of 9,130 square meters 
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| The world ee meets T 


No other convention comer in the country 
comes close to the experience and size of this 
world-class convention and exhibition center 


For the most part, outsourcing has re- 
mained prohibitive and daunting to small 
and medium enterprises (SMEs), many of 
which are unable to realize greater opera- 
tional efficiencies because most business 
process outsourcing (BPO) firms continue 

to focus on top-tier corporations. 
Enter ePLDT and its Unified Contact Cen- 
ter Plus—a pre-integrated suite of cost-effi- 
CALL CENTERS/B22 
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а destination for international conven- 
fion and exhibitions. With SMX now being 
anintegral part of the whole Mall of Asia 
Complex, this ambitious development 
on the coast of Manila Bay has now be- 
come a definitive showcase of the 
country's appeal as a regional hub for 
tourism and business conferences. 

According to Dexter Deyio the Senior 
Assistant Vice-President of SMX, ine 
Philippines is now a destination for meet- 
ings. Incentives, conventions and exhi- 
Ойопв because now it has world-class 
business facilties Ike the SMX. ће coun- 
тусо has a globally oriented society, a 
predominantly English-speaking popu- 
lation, and hospitable and friendly peo- 
ре that make this country suitable to 
hold international conventions. 

“For a very long time people have 


Soon реоре fora With floor area of more than 46,000 square meters, SMX undoubtedly is the 


biggest convention and exhibition structure in the country. 


Dexter Deyto 


big. new and a 
world-class venue 
for exhibitions ond 
conventions to be 
established. And 
now SMX hos finally 
arrived,” says Deyto. 
"And its ready to 
put fhe country in 
the моба map of 
prefered destina- 
fion for exhibitions. 

SMX госту con- 
555 of open exhibi- 
fon aros mutt- 
functional hais and 
flexible function 
rooms suitable for 
large-scale trade 
events, major medi- 
cal and other indus- 
try conventions and 
corporate functions 
imaginabie. it offers 
facies for all kinds 
of events-fom h- 
tech _ Interactive 
паде shows, expos- 
tions, concerts to ex- 
hibits опа recep- 
fions. The logistical 
and persond sup- 
part it offers Is at par 
with ће best in the 
word. 


E i 
non 


located inside КГ. 
$ theMallof |} 


MANILA BAY 


Asi 
Complex, just 
minutes away |. 

fromthe 
international 
airport. 


For exhibitions, expositions, 
and trade shows 

On the ground floor are four Exhibit Halls 
occupying total floor space of 9,130 
square meters, with nine-meter high cell- 
Ing space allowing for flexbiity in installing 
mult-ievel booth modules. Halls can be 
combined fo make bigger spaces to ac- 
commadate various equipment and ma- 
chineries. The exhibit area floors can ac- 
commodate loads of up to 250 Ibs per 
square foot. 

Exhibit areas are provided with standby 
power supply, WFI connectivity, teie- 
Phone lines, water supply, service access 
escalators and elevators, The ground floor 
lobby can або be used as exhibit area or 
for pre-function purposes. 

Asa point of advantage and benefit for 
cients, SMX offers concierge service to as- 
sist guests with information for hotel book- 
ing and fight confirmation, parking as well 
asrestaurant reservations. 
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For conventions, meetings, 
and any event for that matter 

Located on the third floor is the Con- 
vention Center, where rooms and floor 
areas can be adjusted to sult the 
needs and capacity of any type of 
event, from a small board meeting, 
large convention, to a grand banquet, 
cultural show or concert. 

The five function rooms can be com- 
bined so that the area can seat any- 
where from 500 to 4,100 guests. The ten 
meeting rooms can also be combined 
to accommodate small meetings of 10 
people to 200 people for a seminar 
function. The Theater Room is particulary 
configured for special functions that re- 
quire elevated seating arrangements, 


Anticipating the exhibitor's 
needs always 


SMX has partnered with а number of 
respected companies Ike hotels, 
caterers, audio-visual equipment and 
service providers, freight forwarders, ex- 
hibit and booth suppliers to provide ex- 
hibitors and convention people а wor- 
путеве arrangement of their events. 
SMXs services include professionals 
‘and experts in the field to ensure clients 
of success with thelr events. 

SMX can cater to events of any sze 
giving clients the finest service and facil- 
fies such as dedicated convention man- 
‘ager and staff for each function, cater- 
ing and banquet services, dedicated 
Kichen per function room, concierge 
service, onsite parking for 400 vehicles, 
сїегї services Ike business cente, VP 
lounge, ће Infemet and telecommuni- 
cation facilities, security, cleaning and 
tech support services, and events man- 
agement services as wel. 

SMX has already attracted a number 
of events happing these coming days, 
ike the Institute of Integrated Electrical 
Engineers’ Convention and Exhibit, 
COMDDAP IT Expo, Trade Show Infema- 
Чопа! Manila Auto Salon and the AH- 
PADA Intemational Arts and Crafts Exhi- 
bition, and a number of Corporate 
Christmas Parties, 

“We've been very successful with 
Megatrade Hall,” says Deyto. “This time 
we went further and bigger with the | 
concept by establishing SMX within the 
Mall of Asia Complex that wil house the 
future hotels and an arena--to truly sup- 
part the vision of SM to make this coun- 
ту a regional hub for business, plea- 
sure, tourism and entertainment.” 
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By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


TIS JUST 50 DAYS BEFORE 

Christmas, and many Fil- 

ipinos are getting ready to 
buy something grand for them- 
selves or their loved ones as 
soon as that bonus gets in. 

Canon Marketing (Philippines) Inc. 
hopes that, when they do, they will 
choose among its new PowerShot, Digi- 
tal Ixus and Photo _., 

DV models, which > 
it launched just 

in time for the 
holidays. 

Canon 


eu 
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Wireless d 


By Raquel P. Gomez 


MOST WIRELESS DEVICES IN THE 
market today arent visually appealing to 
consumers. 

‘This is why Taiwan-based network solu- 
tion developer Edimax stands out from the 
rest 

Unlike the others, it came out with at- 
tractive designs for its wireless de- 
vices—such as sleek sloping white pol- 
ished architecture, antennas poking from 
the devices and a spherical antenna relo- 
cation stand that looks like it came 
straight out of a sci-fi film. 

Possessing eye-candy appeal like iPods, 
these products feature the 24 GHz 
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CEO Ramon б. Arteficio told the Ix. 
quer that the Japanese subsidiary 
in the Philippines was banking on 
the Filipinos' preference for gadgets 
as a gift item. 

“The launch is Canon's way of ensur- 
ing that the Filipinos аге ай geared up 
with the best tools that will help them 
capture their special holiday images and 
memories this Christmas," Arteficio said. 

То the award-winning PowerShot dig- 
ital camera line, Canon adds the Power- 

‘Shot A720 IS (P19,950), PowerShot 
SXI00 IS (P21,950), 
PowerShot A650 IS 
(924950) апа 
PowerShot G9 
~ (P31,950) 
The cam- 
eras perfect. 
for hobbyists 
and 
those 
just 
sart- 
i ing to 
af g a 


IEEE802.11n Draft 2.0 wireless standard, 
which is seen becoming the standard for all 
next-generation wireless devices. 

The IEEE802.11n Draft 2.0 is capable of 
300 Mbps (megabit per second) data trans- 
fer rate that is six times faster than the cur- 
rent standard. 

Edimax nMax wireless series starts with 
the BR-6504n nMax Wireless 802. 11n Draft 
2.0 broadband router, a sleek white device 
with three finger-like detachable antennas. 
‘This device can be used in tandem with the 
EA-Mars 802.11n/MIMO antenna reloca- 
tion stand that increases the coverage area 
ofthe wireless router device. 

There is also the EW-7628n nMax 
Wireless 802.11n Draft 2.0 PCI card 
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hang of digital photography—boast of 
the optical image stabilizer, which re- 
duces blurring due to camera shake, and 
extended zoom of up to 10 times. 

The PowerShot cameras also have 
Canon's new select and track feature ca- 
pable of detecting up to 35 faces in a 
frame and shooting modes ranging from 
fully automatic to fully manual. 

The top of the line is the PowerShot 
G9, which many professional photogra- 
phers consider the best companion to the. 
Canon EOS single lens reflex cameras, 
like the new Canon 40D. 

TheG9, a follow-up to the popular G7, 
has a resolution of 12.1 megapixels, 6x 


which can be installed in the PCI expan- 
sion slot of a desktop. For notebooks, the 
EW-7708 Pn пМах Wireless 802.11n 
Draft 2.0 32-bit cardbus is perfect. 

There is ako the EW:7718Un nMax 
Wireless 802110 Draft 20 USB adapter 
which can be attached to a USB siot. 

Hunter Chen, Edimax sales director, said 
the new housing designs and look of Edi- 
max products was in line with the compa- 
пуз efforts to bring its products within reach 
of consumers 

Chen says Edimax products are reason- 
ably priced compared with other popular 
wireless products in the market like D-ink, 
Linksys and Netgear 

What will a WiFi junkie do with the Edi- 


optical zooms, large 
threeinch LCD and a 
manual mode dial. It is 
also compatible with 
wide angle and tele- 
photo lenses and has an 
accessory hotshoe com- 
patible with a flash. 
For those who are 
looking for style as well 
as performance, Canon 
offers the Digital Ixus 86015 
(P24,950) and 96015 (P29,950). 
The 8601S is power packed with 
a resolution of eight megapixels, 
28mm wide angle shooting and three- 
inch LCD. 

The 9601S, on the other hand, is en- 
cased in pure titanium and is the new 
flagship model of the Ixus line. It has а 
resolution of 12.1 megapixels and a 


evices with eye-candy appeal 


max series to propagate the culture and 
lifestyle of the wireless world? 

“Alot” said Chen. 

The products prove to be very 
funcional at home and for business. 

For example a company can structure. 
its network of computing devices wirelessly 
ata lower cost. 

With the new 80211n Draft 20 stan- 
dard, Edimax devices can easily transmit 
large data over the ай, including video pre- 
sentations. 

Think about it, one video presentation 
coming from one PC source being streamed 
to several LCD monitors or projectors in sev- 
eral meeting rooms. 

‘As to your WiFi hotspot being hacked by 
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cient call center applica- 


tions that are easy to in- 


stall and maintain. 
The value proposition 
of the service is that it is 


oriented toward smaller 
businesses which need 
smaller 
services than those nor- 


contact center 


mally offered by multina- 
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compact 4x optical zoom lens. 

“We have found that women world- 
wide buy the Ixus line because of the 
style. They like the style and the perfor- 
mance,” Arteficio said. 

Aside from the cameras, Arteficio said 
Canon was also optimistic about the 
prospects of its HG10 AVCHD Cam- 
corder (P74,950), its first foray into the 
hard disk drive digital video camera and 
тершед to be the smallest in the market. 

Like the PowerShot, the Camcorder 
also has image stabilization feature that 
corrects camera shake during hand-held 
filming and a high-resolution image pro- 
cessor designed for high-definition video 
requirements. 

It can store up to 40GB of video or up 
to 12 hours of continuous recording, and 
can double as a digital camera because it 
can take still photos directly from the 
video footage 

Arteficio said that, with the 
launch of the new models, he 
‘was confident that Canon would 
continue to pull away from its 
competitors and cement its posi- 
tion as the number one brand, 
according to research firm СКЕ 
Asia. 

“With the nearest competitor 
lagging by a far 9 percentage 
points behind, Canon is poised 
to dominate the charts once 

again this year,” Arteficio added. 
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Wi-Fi freeloaders, don't worry: 

‘The company has the Edimax Network 
Access Controller that sets up firewalls, user 
management and access contol. 

With this device, you can dictate the 
number of people who will have wireless 
access, and even control the bandwidth 
they're getting, which is just too bad fora lot 
of WiFi freeloaders out there. 
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7"' CLIENT-CENTRIC SELLING BY ROWEN UNTIVERO (DEC. 4-5, 2007) 
This seminar introduces updated selling philosophies and processes that address ће rise of the "active buyer” It provides 
solutions to selling issues in the new environ; relegates inapplicable old methods to the archives while validating and 


enhancing continuing effective practices. 


19"! MARKETING AND SALES IMPLEMENTATION, BY JOSIAH GO (DEC. 6-7, 2007) 
Remove the guess work out of execution and bring your marketing strategy to life. In just 2 days, learn more than you 


would from several years of trial-and-error. 


8"! MANAGING A SUCCESSFUL DISTRIBUTOR OPERATION BY EMILIO MACASAET I11 (DEC. 6-7, 2007) 
This 2-day seminar will provide participants valuable and applicable insights on how to strengthen the distributor-principal 
relationship for better and long-term results. Implementing guidelines to successful service strategies will be discussed and 
highlighted in case studies and workshops to enhance the training sessions. 


272 PLACE: THE MISSING PIECE IN THE MARKETING PLAN BY EMILIO MACASAET Ill (DEC. 11, 2007) 
"This one-day seminar teaches participants how to develop a place or distribution strategy in preparing a marketing plan as 
most marketing people fail to prepare for this task since this is often thought to be the responsibility of sales. 


"For complete 2007 schedüle of seminars, course outlines, fees, group discounts and other inquiries, 
please visit our website at www.mansmith.net, email info@mansmith.net, tex! 0918-81-168-88 
ог call Alice Torres at telefax nos. (02) 722-2318 / 727-7142. 


Platinum Sponsor: 


Official Media Partners: 


ABENSON 


Виза Лома 


м н 


Mansmith and Fielders, Inc. 
Helping your marketing and sales teams soar! 
#14 Ilang-ilang St., GF Waters Center, New 
Manila, Quezon City 1112 www.mansmith.net 


“Our focus is on SMEs,” 
said ePLDT assistant vice president 
Yohlie C. Jarlego in an interview. “Our 
clients can start with as few as two to five 
[contact center] seats to test the waters.” 

This is a far cry from the several hundreds 
of call center agents that larger firms often 
require to service their needs, but Jarlego 
says the strategy makes good business 
sense. 

“Our vision is to help start-up compa- 
nies,” she said. “Many new SMEs need call 
center services, but they're afraid to ask be- 
cause of the costs [involved].” 

Unlike the more expensive services of- 
fered by multinational BPOs, however, 
ePLDT's service can be scaled according to 
the needs of its clients from the smallest call 
center operation to a full-scale BPO. 

The main "value proposition" of ePLDT's 
BPO service is the fact that it allows clients 
to completely avoid spending money for 
capital expenditures, and instead trans- 
forms the call center spending into a 
monthly operating expense. 

"It becomes like a monthly subscription," 
Jarlego said. 

Inastatement, ePLDT president and CEO 
Ray C. Espinosa said that the cost of instal- 
lation and maintenance of contact support 
solutions is prohibitive for many compa- 
nies. 

“The use of call centers is now a norm for 
many companies across industries, to pro- 
vide an efficient and cost effective way of 
reaching out to their customers and ad- 
dressing their various needs," he said. “But 
while there may be traditional call center 
solutions that may be used today to support 
call centers, it has become increasingly evi- 
dent that these traditional solutions may 
not necessarily address all of the growing 
business functions and processes that call 


THE TOURISM and finance sectors 
outsource some of their operations. 


centers today need—given the high capital 
expenditure involved and the complexity of 
installation and maintenance.” 

ePLDT's Unified Contact Center Plus 
aims to address these multi-function and 
multi-process requirements. This new ser- 
vice is powered by Cosmocom's Contact 
Center On-Demand technology. Cosmo- 
com, a global leader in unified customer 
communications, is also the leading 
provider of Contact Center On-Demand 
technology worldwide. 

As telecommunication companies provide 
more messaging services and move to more 
web-based customer self-service, it has be- 
come increasingly important for businesses 
to transform their call center into one that 
supports every contact channel in a unified 
way. 

Given the latest trend in customer care 
toward offshore outsourcing of agents, a 
virtual call center solution like Unified Con- 
tact Center Plus can also help companies 
make this move without compromising the 
level of service and disturbing the integrity 
ofthe application. 

"With Unified Contact Center Plus, orga- 
nizations enjoy speedy implementation 
and streamlined operations as well as re- 
duced cost of integration, management and 
maintenance. It also allows companies to 
focus on their core business while enjoying 
expanded functionality in their contact 
center,” Espinosa said in his statement, 

‘Unified Contact Center Plus is now being 
used by organizations from a range of in- 
dustries with a need for efficient customer 
managenient services, such as the tourism 
and finance sectors, telecommunications 
companies and retail and manufacturing 
industries. 
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Illiteracy more costly than education 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


YOU THINK CYBER EDUCATION IS 
expensive? Try illiteracy, said Thailand's 
Distance Learning Foundation, which is 
positioned as a model for the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean). 

‘Without giving the total expenditure 
used to build Thailand's nationwide satel- 
lite network for education, foundation 
chair Khwankeo Vajarodaya said in а ге- 
cent interview in Bangkok that Thai com- 
panies pitched in a total of 50 million baht 
12 years ago to serve as seed money for 
the foundation. 

But the money was small compared to 


the benefits of the program, Vajarodaya 
told a Philippine delegation led by Depart- 
ment of Education director Lolita Andra- 
da. 

He said that before Thailand's “One 
Class, One Channel" program, children 
living in poor or calamity-hit areas were 
prone to abuse, human trade or drug ad- 
diction, becoming a cost to society in their 
adult years instead of being employable. 

That changed in 1995, when the Dis- 
tance Learning Foundation and the Kings 
Wang Klaikangwon School started a pro- 
ject to broadcast live class lectures for 15 
channels, 

‘There is one for grades 1 to 12 and 


three other channels for vocational, uni- 
versity classes and teacher training. 

The broadcasts are transmitted via 
satellite. 

In its present form, the program also 
reaches overseas Thais to keep them root- 
ed in their culture. At the web page 
wwwdl£acth, Internet users can view the 
live satellite broadcasts of the 15 channels 
or select on demand. 

With this page, Thais living abroad can 
relive or study Thai culture under the 
satellite-enabled learning with five centers 
at Thai Temples in France, Switzerland, 
Los Angeles and the Royal Thai consulates 
in Chicago and New York. 


The system in Thailand uses the Direct 
to Home or DTH technology which is also 
available in the Philippines. 

Vajarodaya said that, seeing similar ed- 
ucation needs between Thailand and the 
Philippines, the Distance Leaming Foun- 
dation is keen on donating a satellite re- 
ceiver set to the Philippines DepEd. 

He said that hopefully, the gesture will 
kickstart bilateral cooperation on cyber 
education. 

‘The satellite receiver set would enable 
the DepEd to capture the same live 1 
tures broadcast to Thai schools for free un- 
der the "One Class, One Channel project. 

The DepEd can later make its own con- 


tent and design its own education system. 

Thai Ambassador Asha Dvitiyananda, 
who co-chaired the meeting with DepEd 
officials, expressed hope that the coopera- 
tion will later grow into an Asean-wide ef- 
fort. 

Dvitiyananda suggested that the Philip- 
pine govemment make donations for cy- 
ber education tax deductible, to make it 
more attractive for companies to pitch in, 

“Something must be done fast for dis- 
tance education, it is important to provide 
good leaming to young people neat and 
far It would be even more costly not to, 
and that is true for the whole Asean,” the 
envoy concluded. 
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MONDAY ARTS & BOOKS @ TUESDAY FITNESS @ WEDNESDAY 2BU 


Austria's urban 


‘Cosmos’ 


Ds FELT EMOTIONS "Concrete & Steel Cosmos," in 


Whenever two people come together 
and their behavior affects one another, 
you have ETIQUETTE - Emily Post 


[At last Clear solutions for life's awkward moments 


опу 11 in tho wor is licensed o rain 
The Emly Posts Etiquette Programs, МСТ is one ol inom. 
EMILY POST'S ETIQUETTE ADVANTAGE 
Program Highlights: 
“A Course Lunch Meal Designed o put Learning inio Practice 
ASTORIA PLAZA, Ortigas Contr (Des. 1, SaL 9-1 PM. 
Reserve Now! Limited Seating. 


about a place tend to blur Hiraya Gallery at 530 United Na- 
the details and features tions Ave., Ermita, Manila, until 
and saturate the shapes, lines Nov. 10. 
| апа colors in one's mind. These _ № his paintings, Austria reckons that 
Е inr. Time is an irreparable illusionist. 
SUAE splatter on the paini: Through the large windows of the buses, 
ттс ! ings of Julio José Austria in his pis childhood eyes follow with wonder 
"ACID Rain Falls over the City” fourth one-man exhibition, pr dobre 


Greenhite i Ext, Classes: 
Tes. 725-4118 Soop Ortigas & Samp. 

725-8768 Tel. 987-7417 
www.wctacademe.com 
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ЗМ North Edsa, Edsa cor. North Avenue, Quezon City 
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“Visit Singapore from Sept. 1to Nov, 30 and you may win a trip back with your friends or family. 


С or visit wwwdtaranasingapore.com.ph. .. 


Ta 2, 
For more info on how t6 join, text SING to 234 


Sc call your travel agent and book your trip to Singapore now! 
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“WATER Dance" Ш 


Lascano's 
dancing waves 


By Cid Reyes, Contributor 


N LEONARDO DA VINCI'S “DELUGE” 
I drawings, we see the hand of the Prime 

Mover in the great rolling waves of wa- 
ter that churn with magnificent force. 

In Hokusai’s famous print “Wave at 
Kanagawa,” a mountain of water rises to 
vertiginous height and curls into clawing 
fingers eager to devour and drown the 
hapless fishermen, 

Of Sotatsus 6-panel folding screen, 
“Waves at Matsushima,” a critic has writ- 
ten: “He created a composition charged 
with the churning action of waves, yet is 
solid and permanent in its design or the 
rocky crags around which water leaps and 
chums. He translated his sensitive aware- 
ness of natural phenomena into a decora- 
tive, abstract design. Spatial ambiguity in 


Social realities 


as seen by 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


NOTHER SET OF ARTISTIC 

siblings is making a name on 

the local art scene: Jerson, 
Julio and Jaypee Samson. (They 
come in threes, don’t they?) 

Like the Venturas, the De Guias and the 
Dalenas, the Samsons display a relatedness 
in their respective art, in either points of 
similarity or polarity. It is that phenomenon 
we've observed in a family of artists in 
which, due to proximity, their works either 
resemble one another because of assimila- 
tion or become diametrical as a result of de- 
liberate resistance. 

This is again ap- 
parent in the exhibit 
"The Samsons,” 
pieces in oil on can- 
vas, until Nov. 12 in 
Kaida Gallery, 2/E 
GFO Bldg, 122 Ka- 
muning Rd., Quezon. 

City. 

Apart from their 
common medium of 
oil on canvas, what 
further unifies the 
Samson brothers in 
this exhibit is their 
thematic — concern, 
which is social reali- 

Чез, and they vary 
only in their expres- 
sion. 

Jerson, the eldest, 
says he is “an observer and storyteller of ev- 
eryday realities,” but by using an expres- 
sionistic technique, he has turned mundane 
imagery into something truly bizarre. 

In “Iskwater,” he has segmented the pic- 
torial field into square and rectangular 
frames each showing a slice from the lives 
of the urban poor—a series of tableaux in 
neon hues, hot pink, acid-green, searing 
yellow, brilliant blue, vivid orange and red, 
Juminous violet. 

The canvas is riddled with vignettes of 
:peeping eyes, bodily contortions, sexual 


the sky and water areas suggests an inter- 
action that the viewer is to feel rather than 
to read asa literal transcription of nature.” 

Surprisingly in the Philippines, being an 
archipelago, and as such surrounded by an 
expanse of water, the water image has been 
the subject of only a few visual artists. In 
sculpture, Impy Pilapil was buoyed by an 
oceanic theme. Thus, in her hands, boul- 
ders of rocks and sheets of glass undulate 
tothe rhythm and power of the seas. 

In painting, Rico Lascano has devoted a 
sequence of solo exhibitions, all interrelat- 
ed by the water image. In his quietly stil 
canvases murmur the ripples of brooks, 
streams and rivers, through a web of lines 
and exhalation of open space envisioned 
on a meditative level. 


Indeed, his paintings are an immersion 
in фе Zen aesthetics. Water, regarded by "WATER Dance” | 


three brothers 


“PUTAJE,” 
by Julio Samson 


congress (even on the rooftop), fighting, 
shouting, but also solitude (as in the toilet). 
The choppy technique enhances the frenet- 
ic sense of urban congestion, the claustro- 
phobia of the world of the slum-dwellers. 

Julio chooses to critique societal ills and 
excesses, zeroing in on “the political, eco- 
nomic, military and religious hierarchies.” In 
one piece, his surrealist tendency has gath- 
егей these personages in a dinner party. 

“Putaje” is a formal scene compositional- 
ly related to “The Last Supper” but for the 
imagery of the dinner guests assuming 
heads of wild boar, pit bull, snake, donkey, 
ape, carabao, crocodile, bird of prey. The 
surreal vision is emphasized by the artists 
manipulation of pictorial space, employing 
perspectival as well as formal distortion 
through askew angle, foreshortening, bold 
color tonality. 

Of the siblings, Jaypee, the youngest, 
would seem to be the realist in style and 
technique. In his series, he depicts the woes 
and heroism of the public-school teacher. 

Everyone knows the state of public educa- 
tion in the country. Itisin this context that the 
artist quietly but effectively pays tribute to 
what he considers “the new heroes of this 
generation—teachers who strive to educate 
their students at all costs and by whatever 
means in spite ofthe crisis facing them.” 

In “Disiplina,” the mundane image of a 
teacher with a stick and his four pupils is 
underscored by rough texture, harsh 
chiaroscuro and near-monochrome. But 
the realism is somewhat subverted by a 
slight distortion that makes the image wa- 
ver, the visual effect imparting more pathos 
to the children's faces and more sternness 
to the teacher's. 

The Samson brothers gor their Bachelor 
of Fine Arts, major in Painting, from Uni- 
versity of the Philippines. All three have re- 
ceived awards and citations from all na- 
tional art competitions. 

Jerson won the Jurors’ Choice in the Art 
Association of the Philippines Annual Com- 
petition (Representational Category); was 
included on the Top 5 of the Philip Morris 
Philippine Art Awards; thrice finalist in the 
Shell National Students Art Competition; 
twice finalist in the Metrobank Foundation 
‘Young Painters contest; and a finalist in the 
Philip Morris. 

Julio, who's taking up his master’s at UB 
was a semifinalist in the Philip Morris, AAP 
Metrobank Foundation (both in Sculpture 
and Painting Categories) and Shell contests. 

Jaypee is a triple Grand Prize winner of 
the Metrobank, GSIS and PLDT art compe- 
titions. 


“DISIPLINA,” 
by Jaypee Samson 


“ISKWATER,” 
by Jerson Samson 
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"WATER Dance" V 


Oriental philosophers as “the blood of na-- 
ture,” courses through Lascano's art asa, 
life-giving force. Past exhibitions—with | 
‘evocative series titles such as “Pondering” 2 
and "Streams of Consciousness”--have? 
been a continuing dialogue with this most - 
refreshing—and threatening—element. 7| 


New treatment 

Where this current and latest series of 
Lascano's works diverges is in his new 
treatment and approach to the water im- 
age. Where once it was all stillness and 
placidity, now the waters are performa- 
tive, roused to a state of exuberance and 
celebration. Thus, the so-called “Water 
Dance” paintings, referenced by a wildly 
choreographic energy. 

Achange in sensation is immediate. The 


Bagtas at Renaiss: 


"ART OF ARIS BAGTAS” opens on Oct. 26, 6 p.m., in 
Gallery, Artwalk, Building A, SM Megamall, Mandaluy 
6373101 or 0918-442861 1. 


tria's 


“CONSTRUCTION on Site” 


AVAILABLE : 


urban... 
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the large electric and telephone cables 
running from his home in Aguinaldo 
Highway in Cavite and endlessly into the 
heart of Manila, where his parents work. 

As an adolescent, he learned to watch 
the spots where the traffic would wind 
and the buses would lurch to a sudden 
stop. When he entered college at Univers: 
ty of Sto. Tomas, the spool inside his 
brains began to record his feelings toward 
the sights of patches of nipa shacks along 
the road, the thundering sound of jet 
planes, and the alternating masses and 
heights of hotels and commercial build- 
ings on the seaside route to and from Es- 
раба, Manila. 

Today the sights and sounds of the 
streets of Metro Manila coil around in his 
mind like a dirge over modern urban liv- 
ing. 

Gifted with a sensibility with strong in 
terest in humanities—painting, architec 
ture, art design, photography, history. ge 
ography, music—Austria paints visual sv: 
liloquy on the march of progress in the 
city and the fate of its people: the 
cophony from videoke bars; the squalor in 
dimly lit streets; the skyline marred by on: 
going or abandoned construction pro- 
jects; the heavy downpour flooding the 
city; the overhanging smog; the sari-surt 
stores being replaced by giant malls and 
banks. 

However, Austria’s visual style blunts 
the chops of his themes and subjects. He 
shades them with slides of neutral hues 
interrupted sometimes by a drench of red 
and yellow. Their asymmetrical locations 
within the frame coheres into images of 
breathing and bulging spaces and masses, 
a discovery helped no less by the linear 
motion of the electric posts and the hori. 
zons of cable-wire loops. 

Hiraya Gallery is at 530 United Nations 
Ave., Ermita, Manila. Call 5233331. Visit 
www.hiraya.com. 
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water surface has been disrupted, now 
erupting into broken pools of aqueous 
grayish colors, still runny and bleeding, 
but blossoming into unexpected floral for- 
mations, Brushstrokes are swished to and 
4 fro, squeezing droplets from restless bris- 
7, Чез. Sponges mop up errant flows of wa- 
* ter, controlling the pace of energy. 

Interestingly, some of the “Water 
Dance” paintings look like diagrammatic 
dance steps, with dancers' mobile feet an- 
choredin space. 

Of course, Lascano's painterly gestures 
are an unapologetic nod to Abstract Ex- 
pressionism, benefiting from the idiom's 
impulsive flashes of pigment and forms 
dredged both from the artists subcon- 
scious and neuromotor system. 

From a Walden Pond stillness, the artist. 
leads the viewer to a swirling flourish of 
pure abstraction. From a classical serenity 
— and refinement, the viewer steps into a 
| jazzy gyration of free-wheeling shapes. 

From a limpid quietude, the painting 
breaks into celebratory song, like a voice 
trailing the whiplash of a conductor's ba- 
| ton. 

While these recent paintings may come 

N as a surprise to Lascano's collectors who 

р have admired his monastically reflective 

works, it is well to note that change and 

continuity now mark an emerging new 

phase in his maturing art. Relax. The first 

step is to luxuriate in the knowledge of an 

artist's freedom: the liberty to take one's 
art wherever the spirit moves him. 

Lascano’s “Water Dance” paintings are 
buoyant, lilting and full of swing-a-dance 
to the music of the waters. 


The exhibit will run Nov. 6-18 in The Cru- 
cible Gallery, 1/4, Bldg. A, SM Megamall, 
Mandaluyong City. Telefax 6356061. 
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COLLECT PROKIDS 


PROMO MECHANICS: 
1. Promo Period: August 15 to November 30, 2007 


2. You can join by simply collecting wrappers with 
intact points of Prokids Premium Baby Diapers 
with Soft Cottony Magic Tape. Points per 
packaging are as folows: 


Paa вз pere 


eae, эраг 
3. You most collect the folowing points to get your 


honored. 


+ Entries containing soled wrappers (wrappers 


4 


“-parenguardian and the desired premium iler 


Contaminated with feces or mud, discolored or 
faded wrappers) and unused wrappers will NOT 
be honored. 


‘Submit the required Prokids Premium Baby 
Diapers with Soft Cottony Magic Tape wrappers 
together with the complete information writen on 
a piece of paper: sender's name, complete 
address, baby's name and birthday, telephone 
andlor mobile phone numbers, signature of 


Please include landmarks for hard о find location’, 


of charge by JRS Express to the address 


submitted by the sender. In the event that the 
entry sender is not present during the time of 
delivery, a member of ће sender's household 
may be asked to sign a proof of delivery and 
receive the premium îtem/s in behalf of the entry 
sender. 


7. Entries thru mall musi be recelved thirty (30) days 
after the promo period. Hand delivered entries 
must be raceived on or before November 30, 
2007. 


8. Premium Items will be delivered sixty (60) 
days from end of promo period, 


desired premium tem: 5, Entries can be mailed or hand carried to: 
9. You may join as many times as you went 
“Prokide Bed Time Collection" 
JS Unirade Merchandise, nc. ЗО Prizes are not convertible to cash. 
tst Ноо. Rafes Corporate Center 
Emerald Avenue, Опса: Сеп Pasig Cty Please vist wun isurilrada com for more informatlon 
or on вая baby caper. 
+ Only entre wrappers win nicl points of Prokids  “Prokids Bed Time Collection" КАМ НИЯ 
Premium Baby Diaper with Soft Cottony Magic РО. Box 14280 Pasig City А 
Таре wil o accepted. 
+ Enines containing cut-out points wil NOT be — 6. The chosen premium tems wil be delivered FREE 
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` зо you can 

TV shows. 
TIME SHIFT 
Don't miss any scene. Automatically record the live TV programs you want. 
MANUAL RECORDING. 


Record your favorite program dilly and weekly with опере setting. 
ONE TOUCH RECORDING 


Record TV programs easily and quickly with one click. 


“Available in LCD and Plasma. LCD in 37- and 42-inch models. Plasma in 42- and 50-inch models. 
LG Electronics Philippines 


`18 Legaspi Stu Maybunga Pasig City “Tels: 641-4181 to B5 Fax 640-0460, 641-9486 Toll Free No. 1-900-10-6402525 (Free provincial calls): CIC Hotline (02) 640-2525, 0917-8242525, 0920-9002525 
www.ige.com 
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collector of Onib Olmedo рай 
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LIFESTYLE 


MANOLO Evalle, Olmedo's erstwhile architectural 
partner, flew in ай the way from the United States to pay 


tribute to his friend. He is flanked by Dr. Diwata Quinones 
and Dr, Francesca Joanna Olmedo, Olmedo's daughter. 


Tributes to Onib Olmedo 


THREE MAJOR ART GALLERIES ARE PAY- 
ing tribute to Onib Olmedo, a major Fil- 
ipino expressionist of the 20th century, 
with simultaneous exhibits: the Cultural 
Center of the Philippines, which is showing 
the retrospective show, “Dimensions of 
Depth"; Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
which is showing “My Friend, Onib Olme- 
do"; and Gallery Nine at Megamall, which 
is exhibiting "Onib's Women." 

The CCP show features representative 
samples of Onib Olmedo's paintings sp: 
ning his entire career from his first exhibit 
in 1971 until the time he died in 1996, 
cluding inkwash and oil on canvas paint- 
ings consisting of portraits and stilllifes, 
depictions of jeepneys and tricycles denot- 
ing mobility, the pastel paintings exhibited 
in the landmark show in Austria known as 
“The Vienna Collection,” and the two 
inkwash paintings which won awards at 
the international competition in Cagnes 
Sur Mer, France, in 1992. 

The Metropolitan Museum exhibit focus- 
es on the rare collection of Silvana Diaz, 
proprietress of Galeria Duemila, while the 


ARTISTS Ramon 
Diaz and Phyllis 
Zaballero 


REV and Gisella 
Marie Araneta 


Gallery Nine show highlights Olme- 
do's skillin drawing the human fig- 
ure with his pastel sketches of 
nudes. 
Onib Olmedo is the most critical- 
ly acclaimed figurative expression- 
ist artist of his generation. His 
paintings are soul portraits that. 
plore the inner torments, the spi 
tual alienation and psychological 
devastation of modern man, They 
exert an implosive, cathartic impact 
on the viewer, and at the same time, 
have an uplifting quality as they cel- 
ebrate the triumph of the human 
spirit in the face of pain and an- 
guish. 
One of the most awarded Filipino 
artists of the 20th century, Olmedo 
won gold medals from the Art Asso- 
ciation of the Philippines and the 
Mobil Oil awards. He also won two 
awards at the international competi- 
tion in Cagnes Sur Mer, France, the 
very first Filipino to be accorded such 
a distinction. An artist who was way 
ahead of his time, Onib Olmedo i 
disputably played a major role in the his- 
tory of Philippine art. During his lifetime, 
he succeeded in raising the art conscious 
ness of Filipinos to a level that went beyond 
the appreciation of art in terms of its super- 
ficial and ornamental dimensions. 
Olmedo's paintings have served to ex- 
pand the Filipino's artistic sense to go be- 
yond the visual appeal of genre art and en. 
compass the deeper meanings of paintings 
as social commentary and psychological 
catalyst. His influence is felt up to this day, 
with his style inspiring a whole new genera- 
tion of young artists in the 21st century 
who are self-confessed disciples of the late 
master. 


ALLAN Cosio, Olmedo’s best friend, sings 
Olmedo's favorite Filipino song, “Bituing 
Marikit.” 


Can you imagine a world without foam? 


We can't 


It’s on the delightful bed you lie on. 
The coziness of your favorite chair. 
The incredible support from your car seat. 


Thanks to URAT! 


'X, we've come to enjoy а more comfortable world. 
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ТУ PERSONALITY Korina Sanchez, an Onib Olmedo collector, and 
Emily Abrera, chair of the Cultural Center of the Philippines, lead the. 
ribbon-cutting ceremony. Looking on are Bettina Olmedo, the artist's 
widow; writer Gilda Cordero Fernando; Francesca Joanna Arias and 
Gisella Araneta, the artist's children. 


RICKY Gutierrez, 
proprietor of 
Chateau [771 which 
was Onib Olmedo's 

favorite hang-out, 
introduced to Korina 
Sanchez by Bettina. 
Olmedo. 


SILVANA Diaz of 
Galeria Duemila and 
National Artist 
Bencab 
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Alex Cabagnot's 
Calorie 
Management 


Calories? What Calories? 


You can neither smell nor taste 
them, yet managing and 
understanding them can 
greatly improve your health, 
hence, your life. A calorie is a 
standard unit to measure 
energy, commonly used in 
food. Everyday, we burn these 
calories depending on the 
amount of physical activity we 
engage in. 


Good Health, Good Life 


That is why in every activity 
that we apply ourselves in, 
thé Coca-Cola Company 
strives to give back through 
its myriadof products, things 
to make life happy; products 
which make you get the 
most out of experiences 
and live life to the fullest. 
The Coca-Cola Company 
believes that balancing our 
calorie consumption and the 
amount of physical activity that 
| we engage in is essential to 
having a happy, balanced life. 


Basketball player Alex 
| Cabagnot shares the same 
belief, saying that “good health 
depends on our ability to take 
care of our body through a 
balanced diet and a daily 
dosage of physical activities.” 
He believes that in maintaining 
balance, you end up feeling 
better about yourself. He also 
goes on to say, “Being active 66 A BALANCED LIFE IS ALL ABOUT GIVE AND TAKE. 
and having a balanced diet When | do a lot of physical activity 

make you feel less tired. They like playing basketball and coaching kids, 

give you more of the energy you ! burn the calories | take in. 

need to enjoy whatever life So | can have the drinks that make me happy! 3 3 

gives you." 


Alex Cabagnot 

Basketball Player and Coach 

Manage Your Calories 
A balanced life is a Sparkling Life. 

Learn how to manage your 

calories. Make full use of 

them and enjoy life. Engage in 

a sport, enroll in a gym, and 

continue to find ways for you 

to remain physically active. 

This way, you get to happily 

refresh your body and soul 

with each and every fizzle of 

your most loved softdrink 

from the Coca-Cola Company. 
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bawat patok, mahalaga 


wrav bawatpatakmaholaga.com.ph 
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YOURE OBVIOUSLY NOT. 
CLEAR ON THE CONCEPT. 
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FOR BALLERINA SOFIA ZOBEL, 
other artists and art administra- 
tors in the country's close-knit 
arts circles, and sundry art afi- 
cionados, all roads led to Mt. 
Makiling last weekend. 

The 30th anniversary of the 
Philippine High School for the 
Arts (PHSA) at the National 
Arts Center in Mt. Makiling, Los 
Bafios, Laguna, was highlighted 
by a two-hour performing arts 
extravaganza at the Tanghalang 
Mariang Makiling last Friday 
evening, followed by a bonfire 
celebrating the grand alumni 
homecoming. 

Titled “Hiyas,” the show fea- 
tured 130 dancers from ac- 
claimed dance compa- 
nies—Ballet Philippines; Dou- 
glas Nierras's Powerdance; Ka- 
hayag Dance Troupe from Silli- 
man University in Dumaguete 
City; Kaloob Philippine Music 
and Dance Ministry; 
Neonescas; Sanlahi Pangkat 


Mananayaw; and the PHSA’s 
resident folk dance company, 
the Sanghiyas Pangkat Man- 
anayaw, which is also celebrat- 
ing its 15th year 

Former Sanghiyas members 
now with the .Benildanze and 
Footworks (College of St. Be- 
nilde) and at the University of 
the Philippines in Diliman par- 
ticipated in the anniversary pro- 
duction. 

"We're 30 and getting 
stronger,” beamed Reynaldo O. 
"Wong, deputy director of PHSA. 

Founded by former First Lady 
Imelda Marcos in 1977, the PH- 
SA strives “го develop artistical- 
ly gifted and talented students 
by implementing a special sec- 
ondary education curriculum 
and support programs commit- 
ted to the conservation and pro- 
motion of the Filipino artistic 
and cultural traditions.” 

Housed in a sprawling cam- 
pus designed by National Artist 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


LIFESTYLE 
Arts high school marks 30th year 


for Architecture, Leandro Loc- 
sin, the school exudes the laid- 
back atmosphere of a mountain 
resort. 

But back the stur 
dents—some 150 every school 
year--decidedly are not. 

Selected through annual au- 
ditions and examinations 
throughout the archipelago, 
the students—who receive free 
tuition, free board and lodging 
in picturesque dormitories, a 
monthly stipend, master class- 
es with accomplished artists, 
and the chance to represent the 
Philippines in arts events and 
internationally ех 
changes--are expected to grow 
artistically in five disciplines: 
theater, dance (ballet or folk), 
music (voice or instruments), 
visual arts and creative writ- 
ing. 

Notable alumni include pi- 
anists Rowena Arrieta, Aries 
Caces and Albert Tiu, Cannes- 


winning filmmaker Raymond 
Red; the singer Grace Nono; vi- 
sual artists Gerry Leonardo, Al- 
win Reamillo, John Cinco, 
Pablo Biglang-awa, Тап Victori- 
ano, Don Salubayba, Hugo 
Yonzon, Kawayan de Guia; 
writer Nick Pichay; and many 
of today's leading dancers in 
ballet, modem, and folk dance 
companies led by Leila Flo- 
rentino, star of international 
editions of the musical "Miss 
Saigon." 

In February, the president of 
Singapore, SR Nathan, visited 
PHSA and congratulated the 
students for their commitment 
to Philippine culture. 

Tn July, Imelda Marcos cele- 
brated her birthday at the 
school, and the students sere- 
naded her with songs. 

"Here in Makiling, we contin- 
ue to cherish the ideals of the 
true, the good and the beauti- 
ful,” said PHSA director Florina 


HIGH ON ART: Students celebrate 30 years of a 


Costillo. 

Auditions for next years 
freshman batch are now ongo- 
ing at the following regional 
test centers on specified dates: 

Mariano Marcos Memorial 
High School, 2090 Carreon St., 
Sta. Ana, Manila—Nov. 6; and 
PHSA—Nov. 7. 
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Graduating elementary stu- 
dents with outstanding abilities 
in the arts are encouraged tb 
apply for the scholarships 
Check out wwwphsa.edu.ph. 
Or get in touch with Reynaldo 
О. Wong at yergnow@ya- 
hoo.com. Or call 09175456653 
0709175440013. pi 


'MALACANANG by the River” 


N CELEBRATION OF 
[= fifth anniversary, 

Galerie Joaquin Main. 
presents Dominic Ru- 
bio's “Old Manila,” an ex- 
hibition of works in- 
spired by the Philippines 


Rubio's* 


б 


during the latter part of 
the Spanish colonial era 
(1850-1896) and the 
early American colonial 
period (1900 -1930). 

In the show, which opens 
Nov. 13 and runs till Nov. 26, 


“PROGRESO” 


14 Manila” 


Rubio's concern is to capture 
the nostalgia and romanticism 
of these periods while giving 
them a modern sensibility and 
whimsical appeal. 

Rubio, who turns 37 this 
year, will be presenting 37 oil 
on canvas works. 

A founding member of the 
Guevarra Group and a gradu- 
ate of the University of Sto. 
Tomas College of Fine Arts, Ru- 
bio was featured in “Balik 
Alaala,” the inaugural exhibit 
when Galerie Joaquin Main 
opened its doors in 2003. 

It was also Rubios show 
“Early Times” that became the 
exhibit when Galerie Joaquin 
Singapore opened at The Re- 
gentof Singapore. 

In "Old Manila, city folk 
found great pleasure in patron- 
izing performing arts such as 
the theater, the komedya, the 
zarzuela and going to exhibi- 
tions. Other times they would 
be visiting parks and gardens, 
in particular the Luneta. Or 


they would promenade the Bi-. 


nondo Arcade, or the sprawling 
grounds near University of Sto. 
Tomas ("Plaza Sto. Tomas"). 
Many families (Pamilyang 
Pilipino") and couples as well 
enjoyed the almost ritualistic 
paseo where one would prome- 
nade in all their finery (“Mala- 
cahang by the River and Gi- 
nang”). Other pastimes or 
forms of leisure included the 


gerer 


| “PAMILYANG 
IE ро” 1: 


cockfight or the sabong ("Tat- 
long Sabungero"). 

Sundays were special occa- 
sions when the gentleman of 
the house would bring his fa- 
vorite fighting cock to the 
cockfight and the lady of the 
house prepared to go for reli- 
gious services both dressed in 
their Sunday best ("Ginoo" 
and "Ginang?) 

As the Philippines became a 
major exporter of tobacco with 
Philippine cigars enjoying 
equivalent prestige їп Europe 
as their Cuban counterparts, 
both men and women learned 


| анама" 


ngaran теме 


how to enjoy a good puff. 

Intermarraiges occurred re- 
sulting in the mestiza, whether 
Spanish-Filipino or Chinese- 
Filipino. Wealth was accumu- 
lated by the compradors who 
handled the export trade via 
the government supervised ex- 
portimport monopoly of the 
Galleon Trade between Manila 
and Mexico. 

The high-heeled gentry from. 
the comprador group as well as 
the landlords who owned the 
large agricultural plantations 
came to be known as the 
“Sefior” and “Sefiora.” 


Such is the mystical world of 
Dominic Rubio. Relying on 
past themes, he has succeeded- 
ininterpreting them in a highly 
contemporary style that has 
become very popular in today's 
art scene. His subjects with 
long craning necks suggest no 
less than a people with much to 
be proud of, thanks to their rich 
culture and heritage. 

Galerie Joaquin Main is at 
371 Р Guevarra St, cor 
Montessori Lane, Addition 
Hills, San Juan (tel. 7239253 
or 7239418). Visit www.ga- 
leriejoaquin.com 


“FACADES,” A NEW BOOK ОМ 
Philippine Baroque churches by Au- 
gustinian Fr. Pedro Galende, was 
launched on Aug. 30 at the historic 
cloisters of San Agustin Church in 
Intramuros. 


Those who attended the launch- 
ing included Manila Archbishop 
Gaudencio Cardinal Rosales, Sen. 
Juan Miguel Zubiri, Alvaro Trejo of 
the Spanish Embassy, Manila May- 
or Alfredo S. Lim, and Gaspar 


Vibal, the publisher. 

"The book is both a photographic 
voyage exploring Baroque architec- 
ture and an encyclopedia of Filipino. 
ecclesiastical architecture. It docu- 
ments what legions of Filipino ma- 
sons, carpenters and designers had 
polished into a definitive Filipino 
architecture. 

The book is a large visual com- 
pendium of Philippine churches 
built between 1565 and 1898. It 
features over 600 color and 161 
archival photographs, covering vir- 
tually every region in the Philip- 
pines from Batanes to Mindanao. 

"Philippine Church Façades” is a 
major reference work not only for 
those interested in ecclesiastical 
and architectural works, but also 
for ordinary Filipinos who will en- 
joy the many architectural delights 
their ancestors had lovingly pre- 
served through 400 years despite 
fire, floods, typhoon, earthquake, 
war and other calamities. 

The book stands as a testament to 
the Philippines’ enduring cultural 


heritage, a reminder of the Filipino 
religious resolve in the face of ad- 
versity. Historian and columnist 
Ambeth Ocampo says, "the book 
helps us discover our religious and 
cultural heritage, making us proud- 
er of our heritage and future.” 

José Rodriguez, director of Insti- 
tuto Cervantes, says the book is “а 
visual feast of both historical and 
contemporary photographs, 
through which hundreds of years of 
history unfold before the reader.” 
Here one discovers the “riotous cre- 
ativity of Spaniards and Filipinos 
who brought zeal and ingenuity to 
building wondrous houses of wor- 
ship.” 

Fr. Pedro G. Galende, OSA, is the 
director of San Agustin Museum. 
The color photos were taken by Es- 
tan Cabigas, Erick Lacson and the 
author himself 

The book is available at the San 
Agustin Museum and leading book- 
stores nationwide, 

Call 5274060, 5266794 and 
5266793. 


ПОО: E MN С ч 4 Traditional arts 


at UST Museum 


“ANG LIKHANG BAYAN SA SANTO TOMAS: 
Exploring Traditional Arts” focuses on folk 
arts and crafts. It’s an exhibit by the Tradi- 
tional Filipino Arts (TRA) faculty of the Col- 
lege of Fine Arts and Design of University of 
Santo Tomas. 

‘The group was formed to find ways of inte- 
grating the teaching of traditional Filipino 
arts into the visual-arts curriculum. 

In the art exhibition, the TRA faculty and 
their students will share what they have 
learned from their art-making encounters 
with the traditional artists of Bulacan, Ра; 
teros and Paete. Works consist of, or are in- 
spired by, the pabalat ng pastillas (pastillas 
wrapper), puni (palm-leaf art), abalario (art 
of beading) and the taka (papier-máché). 

Craft demonstration sessions will be held 
during the exhibit. } 

It will be formally opened today (Чом. 51 
at 10 a.m. at the UST Museum of Arts and 
Sciences. The museum is open 9 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. The show runs until Nov. 14. The UST 
Museum, the country's oldest , is on the 
zanine of the UST Main Building, Езрай: 
Manila. Call 7811815. 


D. MN 


BATAD AND SAGADA 


Text and photos by Manuel Maximo 
López del Castillo-Noche. 
Contributor 


remind everyone not always to asso- 

iate schooling with pure readings, 
tests and the Socratic method of endless 
qüestion-and-answer. Today's learning en- 
vironment can be diverse and exciting, fun- 
filled and challenging. 

‘At the College of Architecture of University 
of Santo Tomas, senior and graduating stu- 
dents study and experience architecture not 
ойу through traditional classroom learning 
but also through site visitations and cultural 
immersions. 

“Two places have earned a reputation as the 
altemative classrooms of fourth- and fifth- 
year UST Architecture students: the barrio of 
Batad in Banaue, Ifugao, and the town of 
Sagada sa Lalawigan ng Bundok, or Moun- 
tain Province. 

For two decades, this writer, an assistant 
professor"of the college and a senior re- 
searcher of the UST Center for Intercultural 
Studies, has, with the assistance of other ad- 
venturous faculty members, been bringing a 
modey crew of Manila urbanites to the com- 
munities of the Cordillera. This is to expose 
pampered and "mallified" students to the re- 
alities of basic living and the beauty and tra- 
ditions of the countryside. 

Batad and Sagada are similar yet different 
in what they have to offer students of general 
studies. They expose students to the chal- 
lenges of the natural environment. 


Extreme Batad 

Batad is an experience of the extreme. Ac- 
cessible through a series of bus and jeepney 
rides, plus a challenging hike, it offers the. 
marvels of the world-renowned rice terraces. 

The community is unlike fast-developing 
Banaue, with its haphazard and often chaotic. 
jungle of concrete, Gl-clad architecture, criss- 
crossing overhead water and electric lines, 
compounded by tricycle, jeep and bus noise 
and fumes. 

Batad is relatively serene and traditional in 
architecture, scenery, environment, culture 
and tradition. Here one experiences not only 
the breathtaking beauty of the Batad Am- 
phitheater Terraces, which should not be mis- 
taken for the more famous Banaue Rice Ter- 
races, but also the rustic simplicity of a com- 
munity where electricity is not a priority, cell- 
phone signal is not available, and time not a 
factor. 

The community experiences problems of 
cultural incursions, such as unwanted 
garbage, from both locals and tourists. There 
also appears the rush to modernize among 
the locals, resulting in the traditional bale 
houses being abandoned or “improved” with 
galvanized-iron sheets. Modernization also 
means the abandonment of some terraces. 

An interesting counterpoint is the mecha- 
nisms created by the advent of tourism. The 
presence of European backpackers seems to 
have resulted in the development of a thriv- 
ing hippie culture in the area. No amount of 
bad press from the Julia Campbell slaying 
can destroy a beautiful place such as Batad. 


T SEMESTRAL BREAK SHOULD 


TAPIA Falls, Batad 
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LIFESTYLE 


STAIRWAY to the clouds 


UST Architecture students rest before 
a traditional Ifugao house in Batad. 


Aside from a hiking experience with the 
terraces as a spectacular backdrop, Batad has 
other things to offer such as the Tapia Water- 
falls, the native handicrafts; and, of course, 
for design students, the community's archi- 
tecture, the people's methods of construc- 
tion, both for houses and terraces, and the 
natural and organic layout of the place. 


Revival of the traditional 

Tourism has allowed the locals to organize 
themselves as guides and to provide visitors 
with hotel and accommodations. 

With my prodding, the community has 
made initiatives toward the revival of tradi- 
tional architecture. The traditional houses 
thereby become means to house the guests. 

There have also been attempts by the com- 
munity to revive native dances and oral tradi- 
tions. Even the wearing of the native attire, 
the bahag (loincloth), is seeing a revival. (Tm 
tempted to force students to wear the native 
attire and sample the nganga as part of their 
grade requirements.) 

The yearly tradition of trooping to Batad 
allows students to marvel at sites seen only 
on postcards or in music video of the Nation- 
al Anthem in cinemahouses. 

By staying even for three days in the com- 
munity, the students are exposed not just to 
the rigors of living in a relatively simple and 
traditional community; they also get to expe- 
Tience the challenges these communities face 
in trying to survive and compete amid the on- 
slaught of modern world. 


Sagada's amenities 

Sagada is entirely different. It is a town 
complete with amenities for the Вашей ur- 
banite. 

It has a wider array of accommodations, 
more refined meals (thanks to the presence 
of expatriates who have intermarried with 
the locals and now call Sagada their home). 
It has electricity, mobile-phone signal, and 
transportation. What Batad lacks in basic 
amenities and commodities, Sagada easily 
provides. 

Sagada is Baguio 40 years back. Peaceful, 
slow paced, and natural, it offers students a 
glimpse of how a community holds dearly to 
traditions, but at the same time, embraces 
the needs of progress. 

Though Sagada can be classified as a tradi- 
tional small rural town, with a lively Satur- 
day market, а must-see for students who аге 
interested in how rural communities do busi- 
ness in the hinterlands, it does provide a 
venue for students to appreciate the marriage 
of nature, culture, tradition and progress. 

That marriage could be seen in the attitude. 
ofthe local Kankaneys, who, though embrac- 
ing the Episcopalian faith, still cling to tradi- 
tional culture such as the burial of the dead, 
who are stacked on caves or hanging on 
mountain cliffs. The Kankaneys also promote 
and conserve their culture through the weav- 
ing of their native cloth into various fashion- 
able items. 

Sadly, unlike in Batad where traditional ar- 
chitecture is being preserved and built, it is 
harder and harder to find traditional 
Kankaney dwellings in Sagada. 

Also missed is a glimpse of the traditional 
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at 


SAGADA' lively Saturday market 


ENJOYING Bocong Waterfalls 


dance and oral tales that Batad has seen fit to 
revive and promote, albeit for the tourists 
sake. 


Greatest architect 

Sagada's main draw is nature. Its most 
popular destination is the caves. 

Though spelunking is not part of the UST 
Architecture curriculum, 1 have always en- 
joined my students to experience sites, 
sounds and encounters that will make them. 
more aware of what communities have to of- 
fer and understand how these attractions en- 
able communities to survive, grow and pros- 
per 

Sumaguing Cave is Sagada's prime attrac- 
tion. Challenging and adventurous, a trek to 
“the center of the world” is made more mem- 
orable not by the experience of getting 
soaked in ice-cold water or rappelling on 
coarse limestone, but more by seeing close at 
hand the caves aglow through guidelights 
cast on the cavernous space by visitors and 
tourists, 

Through the lights, the chamber becomes 
а veritable cathedral, evoking the majesty of 
nature that only the Supreme Architect can 
create. 

Experiencing Sumaguing Cave in Sagada 
and the Rice Terraces in Batad is not only an 
architectural educational experience, but al- 
зо an occasion of deep bonding and cama- 
raderie, of cooperation and friendship among 
students themselves, between students and 
faculty, and to a greater extent, between the 
college the students and faculty represent 
and the community that welcomes them. 

For in Batad and Sagada, where nature 
and tradition are supreme, all artificialities of 
city living are abandoned. In communion 
with nature and the simple people, the stu- 
dents find direct communion with the great- 
est architect ever—God! 


You want a great deal, We give you a reason to cheer 


In this Season of giving, it is much more exciting to receive. 


Receive free Gift Certificates from Rustan's or SM worth P300.00 by opening a new account with a minimum of 100,000.00 
ог making an additional deposit of the same amount to your existing account starting October 18, 2007 up to April 18, 2008. 
The bigger your deposit, the more Gift Certificates you will receive! 


You may call our Phone Banking Hotline at 830 1111 or visit any Standard Chartered Branch near you for more detalls. 
Soo Promo flyers for details. 
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my Award-winning director 

of “Brokeback Mountain” 
and “Crouching Tiger, Hidden 
Dragon,” comes what's bound to be 
the most controversial film of the 


ROM ANG LEE, THE ACADE- 
Ang Lee's "Lust, Caution” 


Experience high-class 


year: “Lust, Caution,"winner of the conferences in a 

Golden Lion Prize (Best Picture) at nm m CONGERENCE PACKAGES 

© recent Venice Hm Festival. Mediterrancandnspired | Php 1,050 / Php 425 
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Awards. 

A startling erotic espionage thriller about 
the fate of an ordinary woman's heart, itis 
based on the short story "Se, Jei" by revered 
Chinese author Eileen Chang, and stars 
Asian cinema icon Tony Leung (“Hero,” "In- 
fernal Affairs") opposite screen newcomer 
Tang Wei. 

“Lust, Caution” begins in Shanghai, 
1942. The World War П Japanese occupa- 
tion of this Chinese city continues in force. 
Mrs. Mak, a woman of sophistication and 
means, walks into a café, places a phone 
call, and then sits and waits. She remem- 
bers how her story began several years ear- 
lier, in 1938 China. 

She is not in fact Mrs. Mak, but shy Wong 
Chia Chi (Tang Wei). With the Second World 
War underway, Wong has been left behind 
by her father, who has escaped to England. | memi mtem ОН 
Asa freshman at university, she meets fellow | (632) 912-2691 911-21 

ANGLEES/E2 
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student Kuang Yu Min (Wang 
Leehom). Kuang has started а 
drama society to shore up patri- 
otism. As the theater troupe's 
new leading lady, Wong realizes 
that she has found her calling, 
‘able to move and inspire audi- 
“ences--and Kuang. 

The naively patriotic Kuang 
convenes a core group of stu- 
dents to carry out a radical and 
ambitious plan to assassinate a 
top Japanese collaborator, Mr. 
Yee (Tony Leung). Zach student 
` -has а part to play; Wong will be 
‚Миз. Mak, who will gain Yee's 
:trust by befriending his wife 

(Joan Chen) and then draw the 

man into an affair. Wong trans- 
forms herself utterly inside and 
out, and the scenario proceeds 
а seripted--until an unexpect- 


NAA, 


‘TENSE scene from “Lust, Caution” 


Ang Lee's controversial thriller ~~ 
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LEUNG as a ruthless Japanese collaborator 


edly fatal twist spurs her to flee. 

With no end in sight for the 
occupation, Wong—having em- 
igrated from Hong Kong--goes 
through the motions of her exis- 
tence. Much to her surprise, 
Kuang re-enters her life. Now 
part of the organized resis- 
tance, he enlists her to again be- 
come Mrs. Mak in a revival of 
the plot to kill Yee, who as head 
of the collaborationist secret 
service has become even more а 
key part of the puppet govern- 
ment, As Wong reprises her ear- 
lier role, and is drawn ever clos- 
er to her dangerous prey, she 
finds her very identity being 
pushed to the limit .. 


Beautiful, cruel 
“To me, no story of Chan Ail- 


WANG Lechom asa бегу revolutionary 


‘THE FILM recreates 19405 Shanghai to perfection. 


ing’s (Eileen Chang] is as beau- 
tiful or as cruel as ‘Lust, Cau- 
tion,” explains Ang Lee. “She 
revised the story for years and 
years—for decades—returning 


to it as a criminal might return 
to the scene of a crime, or as a 
victim might re-enact a trauma, 
reaching for pleasure only by 
varying and re-imagining the 


pain. Making ‘Lust, Caution, we 
didn't really ‘adapt’ Chan's 
work, we re-enacted it, just as 
her characters act and re-enact 
their parts.” 

Lee continues, “Chan de- 
scribes the feeling Wong Chia 
Chi had after performing on 
stage as a young woman; the 
rush she felt afterwards, that 
she could barely calm down, 
even after a late-night meal 
with her friends from the the- 
ater and a ride on the upper 
deck of a tram. “When I read 
that, my mind raced back to my 
own first experience on the 
stage, back in 1973 at the 
Academy of Art in Taipei,” Lee 
adds. "The same rush of energy 
at the end of the play I had act- 
ed in; the same late-night cama- 
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LEE directing Tang Wei 


raderie; the same wandering. I 
realized how that experience 
was central to Chan's work, and 
how it could be transformed in- 
to film. 

“She understood play-acting 
and mimicry as something by 
nature brutal: animals, like her 
characters, use camouflage to 
evade their enemies and to lure 
their prey. But mimicry and per- 
formance are also ways we 
open ourselves, as human be- 
ings, to greater experience, to 
indefinable connections to oth- 
ers, to higher meanings, to art, 
and to the truth," Lee con- 
cludes. 

Opening across the Philip- 
pines on Nov. 7, "Lust, Caution" 
is Focus Features film distribut- 
ed by Columbia Pictures. 
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... is the ability to 


the windows ofthe 
human soul 


by Shirley O. Lua. 
Contributor 


HAT IS THE PLACE 
of poetry in a uni- 
verse beset by vio- 

lence and terror? Shall poetry 
lie buried in the rubble? Or 
shall it call forth like a still 
small voice out of the whirl- 
wind? 

After his country suffered 
from the tempest of World War 
IL Polish poet Tadeusz 
Rózewicz resolved: “After the 
end of the world / after death / 
1 found myself in the midst of 
#0] Ше/ creating myself / building 
life / people animal landscapes 

.. Man must be loved / I stud- 
ied night and day / what must 
beloved / I answered man.” 

This is the work of the poet 
i | in the age of the Apocalypse: to 
£ | offer art like а lamb on the al- 
tar, and to give hope to human- 
ity through the healing power 
ofthe word. 

In the aftermath of political 
scandals and the Glorietta 
tragedy, A Different Bookstore 
recently held a special literary 
event in Serendra, Bonifacio 
Global City: ' Silkmoon 
Speakeasy Poetry Reading. The 
featured poets were Marjorie 
Evasco and Ana Maria Katig- 
bak, who read their poems and 
conversed on the art of poetry. 

Marjorie Evasco is the au- 
thor of two collections of po- 
ems, "Dreamweavers: Selected 


The poet” 
to humanity | 


recognize beauty and 
truth in life's modest 
moments, thus opening 
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Poems 1976-1986" (Aria Edi- 
tions, 1986) and “Ochre Tones: 
Poetry in English and Ce- 
buano" (Salimbayan Books, 
1999). Both won the National 
Book Awards from the Manila 
Critics Circle. Her latest work, 
"Ani: The Life and Art of Her- 
mogena Borja Lungay Bo- 
holano Painter” (U of Santo 
Tomas Publishing, 2006), re- 
ceived from the Manila Critics 
Circle the Alfonso T. Ongpin 
Award for Best Book on Art. 

Ana Maria Katigbak is an en- 
chanting new voice in Philip- 
pine poetry. She has won twice 
in the Palanca Literary Awards, 
and this year grabbed first 
prize їп the Philippines Free 
Press Literary Contest. 

The poetry reading was 
structured like a sonnet, with 
seven stellar points: Ars Poeti- 
ca, Poetry and Painting, Poetry 
and Music, Synchronicities 
Eros, The Spiritual, and Conti 
nuities. As covenmeister, fic- 
tion writer Susan Lara intro- 
duced each part 

Both poets have embarked 
on the exploration of the 
ekphrastic imagination, ie., 
poetry inspired by visual art. 
Of her poem, “Sfumato,” which 
alludes to Leonardo Da Vinci's 
method of painting, Katigbak 
said, “It signifies his take on 
mystery and paradox—how 
the artist should launch into 
mystery and paradox and not 
be afraid to create. In fact, it is 


in the midst of mystery and 
paradox that the artist cre- 
ates.” 

Evasco, who recited “Origa- 
mi,” responded, “One of the 
things 1 like about poetry is 
that it uses so few words and 
then it explodes inside you. 
Like the ‘smoke’ of the sfuma- 
to, it evokes the mystery. It 
doesn't point directly to it, but 
it makes you aware there is a 
bigger reality, something not 
seen, very veiled. Therefore, it 
needs a way of looking, a way 
of getting through the opaci- 
Чез of life and getting to a sub- 
Чет, humbler, rounder way of 
living” 


Unusual modes 

‘The ekphrastic approach de- 
fines unusual modes of seeing 
life through ап. Evasco re- 
marked that "we are not just de- 
scribing something that is in ће 
frame but the picture outside 
the frame to continue the story" 

Her “La Condition Humaine” 
boldly moves out of René 
Magritre's painting to imagine 
an other moment: "She turns 
to the man beside her, / As if to 
say she understood how inside 
/ And outside the rooms of love 
7 The landscape was not al- 
‘ways seamless; / How, every 
time she turned her heart / In- 
to words to invent the true 
form / Of being, dustmotes 
were already trapped / In the 
light of images, like this morn- 


WRITER Susan Lara. 


ing/ Vanished fast into another 
day" 

And Evasco would conclude 
in a “gritty” tone, “In no time 
they shall each be elsewhere." 


Alternative endings 

Katigbak was struck by the 
painter's power to designate 
alternative endings. "ean 
Cocreau's rendition was: he 
had Orpheus and Eurydice 
just looking at each other. For 
me it was the painter insisting 
on an entirely different end- 
ing, where nobody disap- 
pears. Its not that he didn't 
know how the myth ended, 
it's just that he wanted to 
change the ending. He felt it 
was more just and more fair if 


POETRY lovers during the: 


A Different Bookstore in Serendra, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig.” 


POETS Marjorie Evasco and Ana M. 


the myth had ended this way.” 

She then asked, "Isn't it the 
job of the poet to do the same 
thing in poeuy—to reverse 
endings, or to invoke certain 
kinds of endings, to capture life 
not the way it is, but the way it 
should be?” 

Her poem, ‘Jean Cocteau 
Sketches Orpheus and Eury- 
dice,” echoed the painters vi- 
sion and dares the Greek myth, 
"Now widen the frame. Some- 
one in the dark / Calls out his 
name and he turns / Missing а 
heartbeat the mistake. / Inter- 
rogate the heart that knows too 
late / Its saboteur. Because 
beloved. Hold this heartbeat / 
In а gaze and tamp the beat 
down flat.” 

Indeed poetry sees far more, 
asit gazes inward, and the spir- 
it breaks into a song of sorrow 
or wonder. Another poem of 
Katigbak, “Deliver,” is a psalm 
rendered "[b]etween the hours 
of five and seven” when the 
persona faces the twilight: 
“One life becomes so contin- 
gent/ on another you'd think it 
didn't know / any other way to 
be itself. / As when I hold out 
my palms / Because there are 
flocks that come to pass / Upon 
the one that counts them, / 1 
need the birds to come, I need 
to know / What to do with my 
hands.” 

Evasco's new poem “Aqual- 
igraphy of the 10,001 Paths" is 
such an exquisite masterpiece 


Katigbak 


of form and language. The po- 
em's images leap off to arrest 
that stunning moment of a 
white-haired woman in an em- 
press’ garden, using water as 
ink to write ancient verses on 
stones. 

This is Evasco's voice: "Like 
dragonflies, the characters dip 
and rise, one moment / On the 
stone, and in the next becom- 
ing mist in the slant / Of sun- 
light. Soon, she finishes the po- 
em and pauses to view / The 
last glistening line of words 
fade into nothingness.” 

‘The persona observes that as 
the water-words fade, the old 
woman starts all over again. 
The poem's closing lines 
evoked warmth and respect to- 
wards one who, in spite of the 
fragility and transience of life's 
work, persists on, “And every- 
day now, / This is what she 
does: writing each lovingly 
with water / Until the first 
snow falls.” 

Evasco's poem underscores 
the triumph of the human spir- 
itits resilience and persis- 
tence to go on. And this is the 
poet's gift to humanity: the 
ability to recognize beauty and 
truth in life's modest moments, 
thus opening the windows of 
the human soul. 

‘As Nobel Laureate Czeslaw 
Milosz says, “What is poetry 
which does not save / Nations 
or people? .. In this and only 
this 1 find salvation.” 


ЈЕО Recommended readings - 
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ONE NIGHTMARE CHANGES 
everything. On the verge of a 
breakthrough as a professional 
photographer, a woman is sud- 
denly jolted by a chilling, mur- 
derous dream. The nocturnal 
vision begins to plague her ev- 
ery night, and before long, even 
haunting her daytime hours. A 
James Patterson thriller, "You've 
Been Warned,” will keep you up 
late 

Looking for insight and illu- 
mination or simply for that next 
great book to read? "Youve 
GOT to Read This Book!" by 
Jack Canfield and Gay Hen- 
dricks is a treasure trove of per- 
stories of books that 


smal 


changed the lives of an impres- 
sive roster of notable individu- 
als from Dave Barry, Stephen 
Covey, Jacquelyn Mitchard, to 
John Gray. 

In a world nearly like ours, 
Alaska is a beautiful rough- 
and-tumble country ruled by a 
famously eccentric royal family 
who are about to become fod- 
der for even more gossip once 
the King's "royal oats” come 
back in the form of a surprise 
princess, landing them all in 
Mary Janice Davidson's "The 
Royal Mess." 

A powerful attraction exists 
in the universe—berween the 
creator of the universe and the 


creation whom he loves. "The 
Secret Things of God" by Dr. 
Henry Cloud reveals 20 age- 
old secrets of God-some of 
which have been true since be- 
fore Creation and revealed 
2000 years ago when the Cre- 
ator of the Universe became 
human. 

From New York Times best- 


liance and madness, truth 
and deception, trust and 
betrayal. 

The books are available 
at Powerbooks Specialty 
Store, which has branches 
at Greenbelt 4 (7576428 
to 29), Megamall (635- 
2898 to 99), Alabang 
Town Center (8505662 to 


selling author Michael Palmer. 63), — Glorieta 3 
comes a novel of medical sus- (7527075), Shangri-La 
pense that finds three seeming- (6380023/25), Robin- 
ly disconnected lives surging son's Place Ermita |: 


(5233334/ 524-3448), 
Mall of Asia (5560244), 
Festival Supermall (850- 
8221), and TriNoma 
(9431581/82). 


unrelentingly toward one an- 
other, linked by “The Fifth 
Vial.” Medical student, scien- 
Чыг and private eye will learn 
the deeper meanings of bril- 
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Encounters wit the Paranormal ûf the Occult 
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LIFESTYLE 


FR. JOSE Francisco 
С. Syquia, who took 
up higher studies at 
Rome's Angelicum, 
autographs copies of 
his bestselling book. 


fr, Jose Francisco 


DO GHOSTS REALLY EXIST? ARE THERE 
haunted houses? Is it true that you can be 


now on its second edition 


c syay 


‘Exorcism,’ 


Training 
Program 


Surgery 


entails a program that encompasses not 
merely diagnostic procedures and the exor- 
cism/deliverance itself, but must also in- 


The book 
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Is now accepting 
applicants for its 


Two Year 


Cosmetic 
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Helping you Create a Masterpiece 


ES iit Sculpey 


America’s No. 1 
Polymer Clay 
is now available 


We carry Quality Artist, Engineering, 
Architectural, Art and Crafts Supplies 


take one 
on 
noselift 
surgery 
limited 


ҮН, www .deovir.com 


assessed by demons? : CEA 
P These and more questions about thespir- COMLAINS clude follow-ups and evaluations." 

its are answered by the bestselling book, According to Bo Sanchez, chairman of 

“Exorcism. Encounters with the Рагапог. ACCOUNTS SVB the book will change the way one 

mal and the Occult,” written by Fr. José . views the world. "In the end,” Sanchez 

Francisco C. Syquia, director of the Arch- Of GEMONIC says, “Fr Jocis’ mind-blowing stories will 

diocese of Manila Office of Exorcism. д not make you fear the devil as much as they 

Published by Shepherd's Voice Publica- POSSESSION willmake you love God more.” 


tions Inc., the new edition of “Exorcism” is 
now available in National Book Store 
branches at 40 percent discount. 


Call Shepherd's Voice Publications Inc. at 
411787476, ог e-mail  saleQshep- 
herdsvoice.com.ph. 


deovir@pacific.net.ph 


Young. 


Syquia has performed countless exor- 
cism rites, showing how the power of God 
can drive away evil spirits. 

Inhis introduction to the book, Fr. Syquia 
says he wrote the book because in the 
Philippines, there is a growing fascination. 
for the paranormal and a hunger for an- 
swers and resolutions to demonic harass- 
‘ment. “There seems to be no end to the sup- 
ply Gf paranormal accounts since we as а 
natioit have always had a certain religiosity 
that opens us up to interaction with the 
spirit world all around us,” he says. г 

Fr. Syquia adds, “Since prevention is al- 
ways much easier than the cure, I hope 
through this work to warn Catholics about 
the different ways that they may get in- 
volved with demonic forces which would 
then create deadly bondages in their lives.” 

In his book, Fr. Syquia informs the people 
about the spirit world, the world of the para- 
normal and the occult, particularly the realm 
of extraordinary demonic activity. He said 
this is to help people know how to properly 
view and confront the evil spirits through the 
teachings of the Catholic Church. 


Esteban is 


international 


education 
for the Filipino. 


ing and hands-on approach to an already 
impassioned student-centered curriculum 


Сай 887-6391 
or 844-9913/15 


1964 


Fr. Syquia quotes Pope John Paul II who 
said during a visit to 
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39mg Capsule 
Known as "Smart Herb" 
+ Enhances memory and mental alerness 
+ Promotes genera longevity, reeves 
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the Sanctuary of 
Saint Michael the 
Archangel on May 
24, 1987: “The bat- 
tle against the devil, 
which is the princi- 
pal task of Saint 
Michael the 
archangel, is still be- 
ing fought today, be- 
cause the devil is 
still alive and active 
in the world." 

"When demonic 
activity is not so 
grave, Fr Syquia 
writes, "one can by 
himself find resolu- 
tion through the di 
ferent spiritual 
weapons that God 
has given the 
Church to destroy 
the works of Satan.” 
Thus, the book 
teaches Catholics 
the different sacra- 
mentals used by the 
Church to counter 
demonic — oppres- 
sion. 

"One must keep 
in mind that the 
devil is afraid of the 
Christian who 
knows his identity 
as a precious child 
of the all-powerful 
God and knows also 
how to use the many 
spiritual weapons of 
the Church," Syquia 
writes. 

Included in this 
gripping book of 
stories is the Exor- 
cism Rite—the main 
weapon of the 


“For ONLY Php 398,000.00 
IBM TS3100 LTO? Ultrium™ 3 Library 
Ultrium 3 Half High SCSI Drive 

24 Data Cartridge Slots 
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Up to 80Mbps Performance 

3 Years 24x7 IBM Onsite Service. 
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Promo valid until November 30,2007 only. 
Promo available for Philippine companies only. 


Catholic Church For your inquiries, call WSI at 858 5555 
against demonic as- and look for Liza Torio (ext. 487). 
saults, a concise 


manual of prayers 
for deliverance, as 
well as a handbook 
for dealing with in- 
fested locales. 

Fr Syquia points 


Business 
Partner. 


Take advantage of the latest IBM LTO Tape System offerings with its new levels of capacity, 
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Built-in Data Encryption Capabilities 

IBM System Storage™ LTO? Ultrium" 4 Tape Drive 
now includes data encryption capabilities within 
the drive itself, helping to avoid the need of 
specialized encryption appliances. IBM's LTO 4 
tape systems are able to compress and encrypt 
data with virtually no drive performance impact, 
and they are able to perform on-the-fly checking 
of encrypted data. 


out in his book that 
exorcism and deliv- 
erance falls under 
the Ministry to the 
Sick. He adds: "This 
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Books on foreign reportage, Maria Kalaw Katigbak 


ANVIL PUBLISHING, INC. WILL Philippines (Focap), will be launched will precede the launch at 4 p.m.: a Another new book is Monina Al- 

"launch two new books this week. today, 6 p.m., at the Ayala Museum in talk on “Media in the Time of Terror” lerey Mercado's “Maria Kalaw Katig- — MARIA Kataw 

“Dateline Manila,” by the Foreign Makati City The Inaugural of the by Tony Birtley of the Al Jazeerahin bak, A Charmed Life,” a biography AW Karionax 

: Correspondents Association of the Teodoro Benigno Memorial Lecture Asia Pacific. which attempts to show Philippine A Сион Like 


Day Mix 
Popular Jazz 
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и] 


history through the eyes of former 
senator Maria Kalaw Katigbak. It is 
one of those inevitable fruitions of а 
life laden with a noble genealogy, 
beauty, intellectual prowess, and a 
charmed destiny. The launch will be 
co-hosted by the Old Swiss Inn 
5:30 p.m. tomorrow at the Swiss Inn 
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Lolit's Piolo- Sam expose may be hearsay 


1 COULDN'T BELIEVE IT WHEN A SHOW 
biz insider told me that Tita Lolit Solis 
wasn't really in Sofitel and it was only a 
friend who told her about the alleged Pio- 
Jo-Sam sighting. “Pinanindigan na lang ni 
Lolit. Fighter yun. Wala yung aatrasan. 
Nagkamali lang ng date yung nagkwento sa 
kanya kaya nagkagulo-gulo na,” revealed 
my source, Name it, La Lolita has been 
through it. We can only watch in bewilder- 
ment what she will be up to next. 


Supportive wives 

Sunshine Cruz-Montano and Lucy Tor- 
res-Gomez both re- 
main unperturbed by 
talk that they 
smubbed each other 
at a show biz party 
recently. 

“Di naman kami 
mga bata ni Lucy to 
be affected by what- 
ever unresolved is- 
sue there is between 
our husbands," Shine 
said. "I waved to 
Lucy at the party 
Nahiya naman ako 
sumiksik pa sa table 
nila para bumeso. 
Before the party, nagkaliwanagan na ka- 
misa phone. It's sad that some people make 
it seem na antipatika ako na di bumati kay 
Lucy I really like Lucy. I even told her that 
she's an angel." 

Де whole conflict between Goma and 
Buboy started during their senatorial bid in 
the Maj elections. In the heat of competi- 
tion, they hurt each other unintentionally. 
To make matters worse, there was miscom- 
munication between their camps. A case of 
“maling akala.” 

As Shine put it, “Buboy and Goma are 
both good at what they do kaya siguro they 
clash.” Knowing Buboy and Goma to be 
such gentlemen, I'm sure they will patch 
things up in due time. “All I can say is this is 
the work of idle minds,” said Lucy. “Shine 
and I both want what's best for our hus- 
bands. We would rather keep what we 
talked about in private. 165 more sincere 
that way.” 

With supportive wives like Shine and 
Lucy, peace can't be too far behind for 
Buboy and Goma. 
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Kind mom 

‘At a campaign sortie in Barangay New 
Zaniga (Mandaluyong) during the SK elec- 
tions, residents told me how kind Emma, 
Angel Locsin's mom, is. “When the media 
found out that Emma stays here, na-am- 
bush interview siya. After that happened, 


“Angel took her away to shield her from the 
press. Angel has always helped her mom 
‘out even if they live apart.” 

In between shows, Angel is an ideal 
daughter. Now she's all set to be a good ac- 
tress again via her much-awaited teleserye 
“Lobo” with Piolo Pascual. She will portray 
a PA ina fashion house and PJ's role is a sol- 
dier. Her “Maalaala Mo Kaya" episode with 
Sam Milby clobbered the rival show. 

Thats just a teaser of greater things to 
come for Angel as she embarks on a new 
chapter in her life at the Kapamilya net- 
work. 


Beyoncelive 

Prepare for some heart-thumpin action: 
as the prima femme fatale Beyonce 
Knowles rocks the hearts of Pinoys at the 
much-awaited “Beyonce Experience Live in 
Taguig 2007,” presented by Globe and MTV 
оп Nov. 7 at the Bonifacio Global City Open 
Field. 

Chill to Beyonce's top-of-the-charts hits 
like “Crazy In Love” and “Baby Boy.” After 
rising to fame with Destiny's Child, Bey- 
once earned recognition with the group for 
their excellent stage performance and 
award-winning songs. When she went solo 
in 2003, she continued her own winning 
streak as her album "Dangerously in Love" 
debuted at No. 1 on the US and UK album 
charts. 

Tickets are at Р5,500, P2,500 and P600. 

For ticket inquiries, call 891-9999. 

Beyonce will definitely take you to music 
heaven and beyond! 


Horror spoof 
OctoArts Films’ “Pasukob,” which opens 


Loursira 


Dip 
You 
Know... 


Entertainment 
highlights during 
the week of Nov. 4- 
10: 

1951: Frank Sinatra 
and Ava Gardner 
were married. She 
filed for divorce in 
1954. 

1966: Paul McCart- 
ney supposedly was 
kiled in a car crash, 
according to the “Paul 
is Dead" hoax that cir- 
culated in 1969. 

1974: Elton John 
released his “Greatest 
Hits” album. 

1984: Prince 
launched his Purple 
Rain tour in Detroit. 

1990: "Dances 
With Wolves,” star- 
ring Kevin Costner, 
opened in US. 

2006: Britney 
Spears filed for di- 
vorce from Kevin Fed- 
eriine. They had been 
married for just over 
two years, and she 
had given birth to 
their second son just 
two months earlier. 

AP 
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HA! 


EYEWITNESS? Lolit Solis (above) claims to 
have seen with her two eyes Sam Milby and 
Piolo Pascual (left) at the poolside coffee 

shop of Hotel Sofitel, but a show biz insider 
reveals otherwise. 
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NEW YORK--YOU, WITH SCRIPTS OF 
badminton drama, kickball glory and tid- 
dlywinks tragedy: Hurry to Hollywood. 
From 2004's “Dodgeball: A True Un- 
derdog Story" to this year's "Blades of 
Glory" comedies of unlikely sports are 
being churned out. But "Balls of Fury" 
the new ping-pong romp, may signify 


is dad in Def Leppard Tshin, 
costume of ex prodigies. 
Because of his “unique skill 
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With long, thick curly hair pointy mutton 
chops and portly body, he has the look of 


“and, by extension, Orange Cc 
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someone who accidentally wandered onto a 
movie set, shrugged, and decided to play 
along. 

Fogler plays Randy Daytona, a former 
ping pong prodigy haunted by his loss in the. 
1988 Olympics. Now washed-up, he's per- 
forming table tennis tricks at a Nevada casi- 
no. “I get introduced by a cockatoo,” he ex- 


sense that is the best of “Balls ( 

Once Daytona completes} 
training and proves himself | 
menacing Dragon (an 8-yea| 
gains entry to Fengs (literally) 
toumament with the receipt ој 
“golden paddle.” 
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dy with a few slapstick smarts EM mi 


‘TORY TRONO: а 


featuring dual-paddle Siamese twins and a 
hulking, pecs-flexing giant with a soft touch. 

Here and elsewhere, "Balls of Fury" re- 
vers to “Маш” Ке camera zooms, рой 
less action sequences and as much double 
entendre as it can manage. 

"That may sound fine to some, but for oth- 
ers, it overshadows the movie's smarter slap- 
stick surprises. 

Once the match is finished and “Balls of 
Fury" is over, the cast sways to a rendition of 
Def Leppard's “Pour Some Sugar on Me,” - 
joining in the tradition of the conclusions of М NEMY, 5! HEART 
films like “There's Something About Mary" " 

> Ж and “The 40 Year-Old Virgin.” 3 
‘Walken is well-suited to playing a diabolical DAN Fogler in a scene But the movie hasn't earned such an en- T 
ping-pong enthusiast. He greets his guests from “Balls of Fury” core and you're again reminded of the film's on Ng 
ominously, but departs by bidding them copycat genesis | 5 ТАСА | ОМ: 
“toodles.” He says—in his trademark pro- Sell your sport scripts if you can; the T Н 
nunciation--that his extravagant lair is “not genre's end may be nigh. Jake Coyle, AP ^ RIE f 
much, but its homey” and confesses he has fi. WINNER OF THE GOLDEN LION ror а na 
no idea how to care for his panda: “Tm not Г YA, THE cat VENICE INTERNATIONAL тим FESTIVAL 
really sure what they eat” OPENS NOVEMBER 7 
‘At ће main event, a number of ridiculous 2 

sudden-death champions of ping-pong converge, most no- 

төше ably Daytona’ rival, the German Кай Wo Everybody loved him. E а 
schtagg (Lennon). These scenes, like many P 

tonoonethat inthe film, are an exercise in comedy exces, One woman understood him. ONLY AT SELECTED THEATERS 


Inspired by the extraordinary life of salsa legend, Hector Lavoe. Ezaz 


Jerry Seinfeld returns 
with the animated 
“Bee Movie’ 


NEW YORK—JERRY SEINFELD CASUALLY REFERS 
to “the TV show” like it was just another resume en- 
try a vaguely familiar event from his 

"Wait, wasn't that TV show "Seinfeld"? One of the 
greatest comedies in US television history? 

Seinfeld, it seems, has moved on more than most 
of his audience. Though “the TV show” ended its his- 
toric run in 1998, the perpetual glow of “Seinfeld” 
has been mostly uninterrupted because its star and 

“namesake has remained largely out of sight—like his 
beloved Superman resting in his Fortress of Solitude. 

The 53-year-old comedian is releasing “Bee 
Movie,” a film which began as a causal pun made 

«over dinner with Steven Spielberg. A call was then 
placed to Jeffrey Katzenberg, CEO of Dreamworks 
‘Animation SKG, and the small joke eventually spi- 

-raled into a $150 million blockbuster which Seinfeld 

-has spent more than three years writing, producing 
‘and voicing the main character. 


-Return to stand-up comedy 
Seinfeld, of course, hasn't been doing nothing | 
since “Seinfeld.” He and wife Jessica were married in 
1999 and have since had three children. Seinfeld's 
+ mission has generally been to return to being a stand- 
up comedian; his relentless work to build a new act 
was documented in the 2002 film “Comedian.” 

But that documentary grossed less than $3 million | 
in limited release. Tens of thousands have seen Sein- 
feld in comedy clubs across the country—contribut- 
ing a significant chunk of estimated yearly earnings of и 
$60 million, including $15 million for "Seinfeld" f PETE PO! 
residuals, according to Forbes. |. 2 T 

For years Katzenberg pitched movie roles to Sein- E poo Nbi ње DO OSO 
feld, who had numerous opportunities to star in films. ing EE Che еп 

+ So why did Seinfeld make "Bee Movie" his first major - a BASAG GD aan TORRE AT Fus s 
post-“Seinfeld” project? Н 
“One very simple difference: This was his idea,” ; : 
“ says Katzenberg. “If you look at Jerry's work, his ca- ч 8 N 
vasti рой doing dinge he authored TUE OPENS NOVEMBER 7 
Katzenberg adds: ‘Jerry has his own rhythms and ~: Я MTRCB Rang > «== [AN Agos Aamitted 
+ his own interests.” 

Like the bees depicted in "Bee Movie," Seinfeld be- 

lieves in sticking to what you do best, and for him, 
= that’s centered upon the comedic persona he's sharp- : 
ened and refined over decades. He would rather 

1еауе the acting to the pros, "Tom Hanks is available. Half his size, 


Не can doit, he jokes. Е 3 т, twice the trouble 
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on Nov. 28, will be a laugh- 
outloud face-off between 
comedy royalties Ai Ai de las 
Alas and Ruffa Mae Quinto 
Its a spoof of the box-office 
horror flick “Sukob.” 

Ai plays the luck-forlorn Ju- 
lia Rose while Ruffa Mae is 
fare's favorite Jenny Rose. 
They brush with destiny when 
they both decide to get mar- 
ried. Ai says one thing she 
learned from Peachy while 
shooting is not to dwell on the 
past. The two comediennes 
have no insecurities towards 
each other. 

“Buti na lang magkaiba ka- 
mi ng network or else kabahan 


nasi Peachy sa akin," Ai says in iti : (Олаф бнер 
jest. К ж С NG 


She finds her leading man 1 TN E 

Antonio Aquitania cute. “But у j T AM L AN 
graduate na ako from falling A E 

for younger men," Ai says, Ф T 1 ч kak: 
laughing. “Imbes na ako ang У pe = TE == 
susukob, sila ang sumusukob sa Б 
akin. Kaya suko na ako!” When 
it comes to making people 
laugh, though, she will never маш. О А = af 3 i ee ilding to 
surrender 5 jt к КЫП ot eo ron, your төби? 


E-mail wateringholeshangri- 
la@yahoo.com: 
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Sid the kid 
He's more than just Mark Gil's son 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


ITH ASTONISH- 
ing candor, Sid 
Lucero admits he 


“fell in love” with the role of 
Joem Bascon, his co-star in 
Adolf Alix and Dave 
Hukom's “Batanes.” 

“1 saw the rushes and thought 
Joem was perfect for the part [Iza 
Calzado's Ivatan husband]. He did 


a fantastic job. It would've been 
weird if [were cast in that role.” 

Although he already played the 
lead in Adolf Alixs “Donsol,” he 
welcomed tackling a supporting 
role in “Batanes.” 

“Why should I mind not being the 
lead?” He is genuinely perplexed. 
“Tm just glad that I'm on board. I ac- 
tually consider myself lucky be- 
cause my work load wasn't that 
heavy and I got to enjoy myself on 
the island.” 

He did a little sightseeing on 
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We've got hot concert ticket discounts, 
exclusive for all Globe subscribers. 


Here's how easy itis: 
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Broadband Subscribers 
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Get an additional 5% discount when you pay via GCash. 
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Text BEYONCE to 2222 for FREE info. 


wi 


‘Per DTI-NCR Perit No. 538 Series of 2007 


© 2007 Globe Telecom, Inc. 


SID Lucero with Iza Calzado, his co-star in “Batanes” 


nearby island Sabtang. “The huge 
"waves pounded our four-seater 
fishing boat.” 

While co-stars Glaiza de Castro 
and Daria Ramirez were hollering 
in horror, Sid, like Taiwanese lead 
star Ken Zhu, played it cool. 

“Ithoughtit was exciting,” Sid re- 
calls. 

After his 12-day stay in Batanes, 
his friends in Manila pointed out 
that "I looked younger daw [upon 
my return]. Its because it was a 
stress-free trip.” 

He tips his hat to Ken. “He's in- 
credible. We talked a lot about 
sports. He's a tai chi champ while 


Tm into boxing,” he notes. 


Ken the writer 

Ken also helped fine-tune the 
Mandarin lines of dialogue in the 
script of the new series (“Kung-Fu 
Kids") Sid is working on. 

“He took the script with him and 
translated and rewrote the lines. He 
made it shorter and simpler. He told 
me that he had worked on the script 
until five in the morning,” Sid re- 
counts. 

“Batanes” is Sid's third movie 
with Adolf—after the Cinemalaya 
entry “Donso!” and the Cinema One 
movie "Tambolista." 
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(Cinema One runs from Nov. 30 
to Dec. 2 at the Trinoma and Glori- 
etta.) 

"He focuses on my acting," Sid 
says of Adolf. 

At first, Sid thought his "Tam- 
bolista” character Pablo was too 
much ofa departure. 

“He's a hard-core bum who talks 
in street slang. Very rowdy and 
noisy,” the actor points out. “Tt was 
hard, but Direk Adolf was there to 
guide us. Especially since TV acting 
isdifferent from movie acting. I had 
to tone it down for the movies.” 

Although he has yet to act in a 
mainstream film, Sid isa true movie 
baby. 

He got his screen name from fa- 
ther Mark Gils character in the 
Mike de Leon film “Batch 81." 

“My dad and mom [Bing Pi- 
mentel] met on the set of that 
movie, I was made in that movie,” 
hejests. 

He first saw “Batch ‘81” in film 
class in college. 

“Tm very proud that my parents 
are part of a movie that's being 
studied in school,” he asserts. “But 
the sad part is that we seldom get to 
see movies like that now. That's 
why film festivals like Cinemalaya, 
Cinema One and Cinemanila 
should be commended.” 

For Cinemalaya movies, Mark 
(for "Rotonda") and Sid (for “Don- 
sol”) were nominated Best Actor in 
this years Urian. (Mark tied with 
Rustom Padilla for the honor.) 


Сосо 
festival 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


NYONE WHO STILL COM- 
plains that the local film 
industry is dying should 

talk to actor Coco Martin who ap- 

pears in at least nine movies, all 

Shot within the year. 

Tes a veritable Coco festival. 

As opening salvo, Neal “Buboy” 
Tan's “Ataul for Rent" is premier- 
ing on Nov. 7—to be followed by 
Adolf Alcs “Tambolista,” Dante 
Mendoza's  "Tirador" Alixs 
“Nars,” Rahyan Carlos’ “Pitong 
Tagpo,” Raya Martin's “Box Of- 
fice” episode in “Now Showing,” 
Martin Cabrera's “Condo,” Celso 
Ad. Castillos “OFW” and Alixs 
“Batanes.” 

“Tambolista” is part of the Cine- 
ma One digital film fest, running 
from Nov. 30 to Dec. 2 at the Trino- 
ma and Glorietta. “Batanes” is set to 
have a commercial run on Dec. 5. 

By January next year, he is 
headlining Martin Cabrera's "Con- 
do,” an entry in the Bagong Agos 
film fest of new directors. 


Coincidental 

Coco, who has just signed up as 
a member of the Kapuso male 
group Studs, is also slated to ap- 
pear in GMA Films’ Valentine pre- 
sentation, as well as in Joselito 
Altarejos' new movie under Viva. 

If you ask Coco, this windfall is 
just “coincidental.” To think that 
he almost gave up on the biz and 
moved to Canada after his contro- 
versial star tum in Dante Men- 
doza's “Masahista.” 

Now that he's back, he promises 
to pull out all the stops. Case їп 
point: He didn't think twice about 
auditioning for "Tambolista." 


“What like about him is that he 
really wants to develop his craft," 
says Adolf. "He's willing to experi- 
ment with his roles and he has no 
qualms whether the part and/or 
budget is big or small." 

After "Tambolista," Adolf hired 
him in two more films, "Nars" and 
"Batanes." 

“In Nars, I play a gay nursing 
student; in Batanes, an Ivatan 
and the best friend of Iza Calza- 
do's husband [portrayed by Joem 
Bascon],” notes Coco, who took 
acting lessons under “Pitong Tag- 
ро" director Rahyan. 

He says that his "Tambolista" 
director Adolf also guided him in 
his portrayal of Billy--Jiro 
Manio's conflicted brother. 


Acting shift 

"At that time I was doing the 
[GMA 7 afternoon soap ‘Daisy 
Siyere'], so Direk Adolf asked me 
to shift from TV to movie acting,” 


Coco recounts. 

“It's not that I look down on TV 
acting, it's just that the role had 
different requirements. In the 
end, Coco got the character's nu- 
ances,” says Adolf. 

Acting teacher Rahyan says that 
Coco “feels the role and moves, 
eats and speaks like the character 
onthe set.” 

“Pitong Tagpo” co-star Cherry 
Pie Picache says that, at first, she 
thought Coco was "too baby- 
faced" to play her lover. "But he 
pulled it off onscreen. He's eager 
to learn and has a good attitude.” 

In each new movie, Coco takes 
pain to make each character dis- 
tinct, 

“For variety, I make it a point to 
change the way I look. If the role 
requires, I try to lose or gain 
weight. Or grow a mustache. For 
“Batanes, I got a tan,” he explains. 
“I prepare for each movie—physi- 
cally and acting-wise.” 
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e night with Beyonce 


By Pocholo Concepcion Named after her mothers maid- 
ensumame (Beyince) of Louisiana 
HEN FRANCIS LU- Creole origin, the Texas-bom Bey- 
W men of MTV Philip- once Giselle Knowles was, at age 
pines saw Beyoncein seven, already a soloist in a church 
concertin San Diego, California choir and attending dance school. 
recently, he was so convinced Destinys Child was originally a "46 only now | can say I'm satisfied 
that the R&B superstar should quartet that Beyonce formed with A the results using ULTIMATE hair grower as 
bringheractoverto Мапа. о hercildhood fiends | recommended to me by a beauty parior. Its 
a 10.ріесе, ай In a span of nine years (up unt ^ 
озы исе э осш аы сыс not expensive. Ive decided to | 
male dancers), Beyonce's gig on amicably after a world tour), Des. | Settle with i 
Мом 7 at the Fort Bonifacio Global пуз Child has become one of the 
кын сан == еса mo?" Now three co-teachers and more use 
However, its a celebration that and Grammy awards. ULTIMATE and | won't get tired endorsing to 
may not be simply about temporal everyone | know and it's been more than a 
ийман. Wenn pcs year. Thanks ULTIMATE for bringing back ту 
Beyonce, the 26-year-old for- Beyonce's own career was по | i-i. and confidence!" 
mer lead singer of the girl group less phenomenal. Her debut solo ^ 
Destinys Child, has morphed into album in 2003, “Dangerously іп | 3, -. | gave ULTIMATE a try on myself and 
a bol of the independent, Love," won five Grammy awards ba 
Parad ‘oman whe hag not the following year and has old 12 | four months later, having proven it true and 
necessarily cut off her ties with her million copies worldwide. effective, | ordered more on COD term. | go 
parents. The follow-up, “Вау” wasan- | around my stores happily serving as a model 
In fact, her father Mathew other hot seller and has preceded | for ULTIMATE. No wonder my people find it 
Knowles is still her manager (and the ongoing “Beyonce Experience” | easy to sell the product." 
co-producer of her albums), while tour 
her mother Tina, who owned а The "BDay" deluxe edition al- KSI LTIMALE = 
hair salon where Beyonce fist per- bum, available locally on Sony arit onl ЈЕ 
^ formed as a child prodigy has re- ВМС, is a CD-DVD package with ы ү pi 
mained her stylist. ONENIGHT/ G2 


2..". friends asked, 'pa'no kumapal ulit buhok 


J GROUP PLAN ОРРЕ 
vite ones БАРА SO SERES 


| aU Gor 9BDImonthi 


[4 
| pum Samsung X510 Sony Ericsson K320i 
| Motorola W218 «VGA Camera. „МСА Camera, Triband 
H Nokia 2626 “VGA Camera „товага, Infrared “MP3 Player. 
| "Color display 5 ЕМ Radio - GPRS, WAP T бриз, Bluetooth 
* FM Radi H - “Calendar: ‘with date-book j 5 
j RS Mus, ava WAP $ ^ A 


pna BABA 


—— | Newest handset e 
к Only one person needs to subscribe to get all the lines.*** = ЕБЕ "m — i 


* Choose any three from these handsets: Nokia 2626, Motorola W218, Samsung X510, Sony Ericsson K320i 


|. "When applying for your postpaid line; simply bring a valid I.D. and the latest competitor bill equivalent to or of higher value than the plan being applied for. 
If competitor bill is not available, bring proof of billing and proof of income. 
* For local Sun-to-Sun calls and texts only ** When enrolled in 24/7 Call & Text Unlimited *** 24-month holding period 


| “Visit The Sun Shop and get a postpaid line now! 


The Sun Shops: Metre Мейо ono Mol | Ges Shopping Center! Stangala Pezo al би Glee ть Nene bs ел Bake Peze бе ил Неа SA Ср |S Cay iio S Су Вой SAC Sn Шал 
Pe Sore Makah | Festal Mol Five | uon | SH Mal of в | SM agama | SM Sem | North Luzon | Robinsons Jagales | Robinsons Stores Feopengo | SM ogwr | SM Cork | SH Вайс SM Nad Edsn | SM Velenzuele CE ^ Шш LAR 
South Luzon | Robinsons Река Баята | Robinsons Imus | Robinsons ia | Robinsons Ste. Rosa | Sh Bacoor SM Bangs 1 $ Lucena | SH oie | Visayas | ple Си Cab 1 Robinsons Piare Bacal | Robinsons Piace Cobo Better network, better value. 


lin ioc Bola SA Cy Capu дано Gaano Ит | bus т SH От arae Holi: 3958000 КОО R: 


— 
? 2 ` . a a 


реи сес а 


SHARE A MOVIE WITH A LOVED ONE 


vietime- 


Powered by WWW YENEYCOM 


SHOWTIME 


Your life д5 a movie 


RIG мом! 


Leonardo DiCaprio 


The 


11th Ho 


НМА 


[е ENTERTAINMEN 


Мале 


One night. . . = 


19 tracks and 12 videos. For the 
first-time listener, its a good intro- 
duction to Beyonce's singing and 
songwriting skills. 

For the most part, these songs 
bounce on an irresistible groove, 
jump starting on Beyonce's vocals, 
‘whose range is wide enough to 
sound smooth and gritty at the 
same time. Several tracks also fea- 
ture the obligatory guest spot for 
other singers, notably her BF Jay- 
Z, who lends his “staccato” rap 
style in two numbers. 

Overal, the music is spare, 
mostly minimal keyboards pro- 
pelled by an incessant back beat 
from what sounds like a drum ma- 


chine, yet ingenuously performed 
because it hounds and sticks to Be- 
yonce's vocals like an inspired ses- 
Sion musician. 

But for all its hip-shaking ener- 
зу perhaps the most outstanding 
part in the album is found in two 
ballads: “Resentment,” backed by 
an electric guitar, is about the pain 
of being lied to; and “Listen,” a 
tour de force number from Bey- 
опсе own star tum in the film 
“Dreamgirls.” 

Expect a lot of skin and 
provocative moves to come with 
Beyonce's music on concert night 
this Wednesday. But don’t ever ig- 
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Leonardo DiCaprio 


presents 


The 11th Hour 


Its our generation that gets to change the world... 
forever. 


The 11th Hour 


wg MTRCB Rating: General Audience (G) 


Opening soon at 
Ayala Center Cebu Cinema 


NOW ON ITS 3* WEEK 
ar TRINOMA CINEMAS 


UN: 


PERFUME 


GENIUS, [LOWE THE STORY 
Roger Рани. CHICAGO SUN TIMES 
азам ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


MTRCB Rating: Restricted 18018) 


"A comedy in the їл 
only miles smarter 


jon of AMERICAN МЕ 
«f much funnier.” 


NOVEMBER 5 (Mon.) 
NOVEMBER 6 (Tue.) 
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MARKET! MARKET! 
AYALA CENTER CEBU 
TRINOMA 


MTRCB Rating: Restricted 18 (16) 


praami 
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ААА... D Greatest Performance 
Of My Life 
Nov. 16, Friday 8pm 


2007 WORLD POOL CHAMPIONSHIP 
Nou 3 1011, 2007 
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№29, Thusdoy врт 


TEN: PIOLO PASCUAL LIVE AT THE ARANETA 
Nou 30, Ноу, врт. 


“For ucket inquiries, please call TicketNet ag 911-5555 єл Ing an to-woraetichetnet eom ph 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2007 


MANY MOVIES PRODUCED AND 
shown these days are fantasy produc- 
tions. Viewers love watching them be- 
cause they provide excitement, visual 
magic and escape, which stressed and 
troubled people feel they need a lot of 
these days. 

That's perfectly understandable, but 
too many escapist movies can dull or 
sap the mind and heart. So, we also 
need some reality-based films to chal- 
lenge us, cause us to care about the 
here and now, and to feel strongly for 
other people in conflict. 


Hot off the headline 

One such significant infusion of reali 
ty is provided by the current film, "Ren- 
dition,” which takes its story hot off the 
headline, dramatizing the shocking in- 
justice of the torture of suspected ter- 
rorists in the US military's desperation 
to win the war against terror. 


DISCOVERY TRAVEL & LIVING BRINGS 
the beauty and splendor of India in a week- 


long special starting tonight at 9. 
Tonights feature, "The 
Great Indian Wedding,” ex- 
plores cities like Udaipur in Ra- 
jastan, Mumbai, Jaisalmer and 
Pushkar. 
Tt features a personal ac- 


Ноты 


LY INQUIRER. 


ENTERTAINMEN 
Significant infusion of reality 


What makes the plot of “Rendition” 
even more shocking is the fact that the 
suspected “terrorist” and torture vic- 
tim is an Egyptian national who has a 
green card, is married to an American 
(Reese Witherspoon) and has lived in. 
the States for many years. 

He is deprived of all of his rights and 
made to disappear from the face of the 
earth, because he's suspected of hav- 
ing sold secret information about US 
security to a well-known terrorist. 

Protesting his innocence, the sus- 
pected mole is savagely tortured to 
within an inch of his life and sani- 
ty—until he breaks down and “con- 
fesses." 

But the young CIA field operative on 
top of the case (Jake Gyllenhaal) sus- 
pects that the prisoner is simply trying to 
avoid being tortured to death, and even- 
tually acts on his conviction, sending the 
entire CIA machinery into a tumult 


Nestor 
U. Torre 


and heart 
“Great Indian Wedding’ 


movie based on the real-life saga of Ron Clark, 
thecharming, ambitious young man who takes 
‘on the challenge of teaching in one of New York 
Citys under-funded schools. 


count of preparations preceding the wedding 


of hotelier Vikram Chatwal and model Priya 


at all 
Robinsons Movieworld 
Branches 


New twists are introduced in the new season 
of “The Amazing Race 12," which premieres on. 


Studio 23 live at 9 a.m. today. 


The reality competition brings together 11 
teams who will travel 30,000 miles around the 


world for 30 days. 
*The Triumph" 


Matthew Perry stars in "The Triumph,” a 


VIEWFINDER 


reality-based films 
to challenge us 

as too many escapist 
movies can dull or 
sap the mind 


In his attempt to instill discipline among his 
pupils, Ron confronts failure and violence. 

‘The movie premieres on Nov. 11 at 10 pan. 
оп the Hallmark Channel. 


"Hilarious. SUPERBAD packs in more gut-busting laughs 
than youl be able o count.” 
= Petr Toners ig. 


Particularly incensed is the official 
in charge of the covert rendition pro- 
cess, played by Meryl Streep. But even 
her anger proves to be no match for the 
desperate zeal of the prisoner's wife 
(Witherspoon), a “nobody” who is able 
to move heaven and earth to save her 
tormented husband. 


“Psychological editing” 

What's exceptionally gripping about 
“Rendition” is its ability to keep all of 
its diverse elements in play, by way of 
“psychological editing,” 

Thus, even as the prisoner is suf- 
fering in detention, without hope of 
surviving his ordeal, his wife is 
storming the walls and halls of pok- 
er-faced officialdom to secure his re- 
lease--even as the CIA field opera- 
tive finds himself wrestling with his 
conscience--and Streep's character 
defends her lack of moral compunc- 


THE 30-VEAR- 


RONNIELAZ: 
NONI 


OPENS NOVEMBER 7 


tion as the only way to save thou- 
sands of lives. 

That's the film's thematic linchpin, 
that one man's life is as much worth 
fighting for as the theoretical thou- 
sands saved from suicide terrorist 
"holy" bombs. 

The fact that the movie ultimately 
ends up on the side of the angels 
makes it an inspiring production, de- 
spite all of the pain and bleakness in- 
volved. 

The icing on the cake is the high lev- 
el of portrayals turned in by Streep, 
Gyllenhaal, Witherspoon and the film's 
other major players. The utter realism. 
of their acting work enables the story's 
drama and conflict to get you in the gut 
and make you painfully empathize 
with its suffering characters, as though 
it was you who was being viciously tor- 
tured to confess to a crime you didn't 
commit. 
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AT THE MALLS 


‘CONCIERGE HOTLINE NUMBERS: 
Glorieta -752 7272 Alabang Town Center - 842 2782: 772 1880 
Greenbell-757 48531054 _ Ayala Center Cebu - (032) 31 5342 la. 324 


Market! Markell - 886 7519 
Tom 


13000 E 


Seussical The Musical 
November 7 to 9: 11:30am, 3pm and 6pm; Activity Center 


The Tasting Room. 
October 15 to December 31, 2007 


ALABANG 
TOWN 


CENTER 


TOWN NIGHTS featuring The Bloomfields Live! 
November 10; 6pm; Town Plaza 


AYALA CENTER. 
СЕВО 


BPI Installment Madness 
November 6 to 15; Paseos, Intersections and Rotunda Area 


MARKET! MARKET! 


Repertory Philippines presents Disney's CINDERELLA 


Home for the Holidays Outlet Sale 
November 5 to 8: Activity Center 


‘August - December 2007 
For inguiries, pls. call 887-0710 or visit www.repertory-philippines:com 
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| Ayala museum 


For more н 


2007 Shell National Students Art Exhibition - 100 Best Entries 8 Winners 
November B to 18, 2007; Ground Floor 
pls. сәй 787-7117 to 21 loc. 14 or email museum _inquiry@ayalamuseum.org 


Rhythm Academy: Kuh Ledesma 
with the UP Jazz Ensemble 
November 4; 6pm: Activity Center 
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| WATCH THE HALLOWEEN FILM FESTIVAL 
& ET SPECIAL TREATS том (Gd 
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